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Literary structure of the book of John
1 — 2:12 Introduction / Prologue

2:13 — 4:54 1st Journey*

5:1 — 6:71 2nd Journey*

7:1 — 10:42 3rd Journey*

11:1 — 20:31 4th Journey*

21 Epilogue

* visits to Jerusalem made by our Lord Jesus

Source: Structure and Meaning in the Fourth Gospel (D. Gooding)



Significance of the journeys

All the visits were made on occasion of the Jewish national and 
religious festivals… it was a holiday and Jews from all around 

would be there. It was also a time for the Jews to gather for their 
national and corporate acts of worship and service of God in the 
temple. While the ceremonies had their roots in Jewish history - 

more importantly they point to Christ, the Messiah



John 10:40

And He (Jesus) went away again beyond the Jordan to the place 
where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there



yalebiblestudy.org

http://yalebiblestudy.org


Chapter Summary

11 The Resurrection of Lazarus

12 The Anointing by Mary & Jesus Triumphant Entry

13 Washing the Disciple’s Feet & Jesus’ Betrayal

14 Heaven & The Holy Spirit



Chapter 11  
The Resurrection of 

Lazarus
A. Lazarus sickness & death 11:1–16


B. The Resurrection and the Life 11:17–27

C. Jesus wept over Lazarus 11:28–37


D. Lazarus Raised 11:38–44

E. The Reaction 11:45–57



Structure of John 11:1-16

A (11:1-3) it was her brother Lazarus who was ill (11:2)

  B(11:4-7) This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God (11:4)

    C(11:8-10) the Jews were just trying to stone you (11:8)

A’(11:11-13) Our friend Lazarus is asleep (11:11) 

  B’(11:14-15) I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may believe (11:15)

    C'(11:16) Let us also go to die with him (11:16)

A: Lazarus symptoms. B: Reason for illness. C: Persecution and death.



A (11:1-4) This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it (11:4)


  B (11:5-16) Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus (11:5)

    C (11:17-22) Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died 

(11:21)

      D (11:23 - 27) I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, 

even if he dies, will live (11:25)

    C’ (11:28-32) Lord, if you had been there, my brother would not have died 

(11:32)

  B’ (11:33-37) See how he loved him (11:36)

A’ (11:38-44) Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God? 

(11:40)

Structure of John 11:1-44

A: The Glory of God, B: Love for Lazarus, C: The same words of the sisters, 
D: I am the resurrection and the life.



The 7 Signs
Turning water into wine (2:1-12)


Healing the royal official’s son (4:46-54)


Healing the paralytic at the Bethesda pool (5:1-47)


Feeding the 5,000 (6:1-4)


Walking on Water (6:15-21)


Healing the man born blind (9:1-41)


Raising of Lazarus (11:1-57)



Chapter 12 
The Anointing by Mary, 

Jesus’ Triumphal (and last) 
Entry & Teaching

A. Mary anointing Jesus 12:1-8

B. The Triumphal (and last) Entry 12:12-19


C. Jesus’ Teaching 12:20–50

1. The Law of the Harvest 12:20-26


2. Jesus predicts His Death 12:27–36

3. Jews do not believe 12:37–50



Chapter 13 Washing 
the Disciple’s 

Feet & His Betrayal
A. Washing the Disciple’s Feet 13:1-17


B. His Betrayal 13:18-30

C. His Departure 13:31-38



Chapter 14 Heaven 
& The Holy Spirit

A. Trust in God (& the Lord) 14:1

B. Eternal Home 14:2,3


C. Helper that indwells 14:16



The 7 I AMs
I am the bread of life – 6:35 

I am the light of the world – 8:12 

I am the door – 10:7, 9 

I am the good shepherd – 10:11,14 

I am the resurrection and the life – 11:25 

I am the way, the truth and the life – 14:6 

I am the true vine – 15:1, 5



John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 



John 14:1, 27

Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.


