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Deuteronomy

I.   Recap of Israel’s History  1:1 - 4:43

II.  Recap of Israel’s Law  4:44 – 26:19

III. Ratification of Israel’s Covenant 27-30

IV. Conclusion 31-34



Recap of Israel’s Law (continued)  4:44 – 26:19

Chapter Summaries: 

Chapter 19          Cities of refuge & witnesses
Chapter 20          Warfare
Chapter 21          Laws re: manslaughter & marriage
Chapter 22          Miscellaneous laws
Chapter 23          A holy people to the Lord
Chapter 24-25   Inter-personal relationships
Chapter 26          First-fruits to the Lord



Chapter 19 Cities of 
refuge & laws  
concerning witnesses



Chapter 20  Warfare

Vs 4 “for the Lord 
your God is the one 
who goes with you, to 
fight for you against 
our enemies to save 
you.”



20: 5-9 Exemptions for not going  to war:

❖ New House that is not yet dedicated
❖ Planted a vineyard
❖ Engaged to be married
❖ Faint hearted – to not dishearten others

20:10-15 Peace treaties could be offered to
    distant cities. 



Chapter 21 Laws regarding manslaughter, marriage & family life.

Vs 1-9 An unsolved murder in the field? The elders of the 
nearest city were to make atonement.

Vs 10-14 Marriage to a beautiful captive woman: but first 
shave her hair, cut her nails, change her clothes in a month of 
mourning, then acceptance as a wife.

Vs 15-17 A first born son receives a double portion.                        
Vs 18-21 A rebellious son was to be stoned to death. 



21:22-23 He who is hanged on a tree is accursed of God. 
This reminds us of what Paul said in Gal. 3:13:

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having 
become a curse for us -- for it is written, "Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree "--



Chapter 22  Miscellaneous laws

Vs 1-4     Be considerate of other’s property. 
Vs 5         No cross-dressing
Vs 10-11 Prohibition against unequally yoked animals. 
                2Cor. 6: 14-16
Vs 13-30 Laws about marriage re: challenges to virginity,
                questions of adultery & rape.



Chapter 23  A holy people to the Lord

❖ Certain people not allowed in the assembly
❖ Hygiene important
❖ Prostitution forbidden
❖ Not to charge interest to fellow Israelites
❖ Vows to the Lord were to be kept



Chapter 24-25 Inter-personal relationships

24: 1-4       Divorce & remarriage
24: 5           A newly wed man was exempted from war for 1 yr.
24:7            Kidnapping  was a capital offense
24:10-22    Don’t  take advantage of the poor. 

25:1-3         Justice must be fair
25:4             Don’t muzzle the ox while threshing: cf. 1Cor. 9:9-11
25:5-10       Levirate marriage
25: 13-16    Honesty in business



Chapter 26 First-fruits to the Lord

26:1-11 Offering the first of all their produce to the priest

26:12-15 Offering a festal tithe every 3rd yr
 
26:16-19 Exhortation to keep the Lord’s commandments.



Ratification of Israel’s Covenant 27-30

Chapter Summaries:

Chapter 27  Preparation for ratification of the covenant

Chapter 28   Promise of blessings or curses

Chapter 29-30 Palestinian Covenant



Chapter 27 Preparation for ratification of the covenant

27:1-8 Israel  to cross the Jordan, go to Mt Ebal  & set up an 
altar of uncut stones with the words of the law written on it.

27:11-12 Six tribes were appointed to stand on Mt Gerizim to 
hear the blessings shouted by the Levites in the valley

27:13-26 Six tribes were to stand on Mt Ebal to say Amen to  
the curses shouted by the Levites.  

 



Mt Gerizim and Mt Ebal

27:14-26 the Levites were to stand in the valley between 



Imagine a crowd of 93,000 in Stanford Stadium x 11 = 
approximate number of Israelites on each mountain!



27: 15-26 Curses pronounced for:

• Idolatry
• Dishonoring father or mother
• Moving a boundary stone
• Leading the blind astray
• Withholding justice from the helpless 
• Sleeping with father’s wife
• Bestiality
• Incest
• Murder
• Accepting a bribe for murder 
• Not fulfilling the law 



Chapter 28  Promise of blessings or curses

“If you obey the Lord your God and carefully follow His 
commands……All these blessings will come upon you and 
accompany you….”



Chap. 28:1-14  Blessed :

❖ In your city & country
❖ Offspring
❖ Harvest
❖ Travel
❖ Victory in battle
❖ As God’s holy people
❖ Prosperity
❖ Rain
❖ Headship



28:15-37  Promised Curses:
• Scarcity
• Barrenness
• Confusion  
• Destruction
• Pestilence
• Drought
• Defeat in battle 
• Madness
• Blindness
• Oppression
• Adversity 
• Calamity 
• Powerlessness



28:38-63 More  Promised  Curses:

• Cursed with failed crops, vineyards, and olive trees. 

• Captivity by foreign nations

• Locust plagues

• Alien nations would ascend in power

• Forced to borrow from strangers.

• Siege leading to cannibalism

• Plagues and diseases

• Return to Egypt (slavery) to slave markets



Chapter 29-30 Palestinian Covenant

• Moses calls the people to ratify the covenant  

• Moses recounts the miraculous way God  has brought them
   this far.

• Warning against violating the covenant 

• 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the
   things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever”

• Regathering of Israel  from the nations, restoring them to the
   land.  (Mark 13:26-27)



IV. Conclusion Chapters 31-34

Chapter Summaries:

Chapter 31  Moses’ last charges

Chapter 32  The Song of Moses

Chapter 33  Moses’ blessing the sons of Israel

Chapter 34  The Death of Moses



Chapter 31  Moses’ last charges

31:1-8  Joshua would be his successor.

31:9-13 Moses finishes the writing of the Law & commands
  that it be read every 7 years

31:14-18 God commissions Joshua & tells Moses that the
  people would forsake God and be judged.

31:19-29 God instructs Moses to write a song



Chapter 32  The Song of Moses

32: 1-18 Despite God’s greatness, justice and faithfulness in 
caring for Israel, His people would forsake Him.

32:19-33 As a result, God will hide His face from them & set 
them aside.

32:34-43 God will take vengeance on those who persecute 
Israel.

32:48-52 God tells Moses to  go to Mt. Nebo to look at the 
Promised land which he would not enter.



Chapter 33  Moses’ blessing the sons of Israel

Moses pronounces a blessing on the people and gives specific 
blessings to each tribe.

Deut 33:26 -27 "There is none like the God of Jeshurun, Who 
rides the heavens to your help, And through the skies in His 
majesty. 
The eternal God is a dwelling place, And underneath are the 
everlasting arms…”



Chapter 34 The Death of Moses

Moses went to the top 
of Mt. Nebo where God 
showed Him the 
promised land.

He died in the land of 
Moab. 



Deut 34:10 “Since that time no prophet has risen in 
Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,”  
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