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Utter dependence on God through 
faith is the key to effective ministry 

vv. 37-43a

Eternal priorities are more important 
than present successes

vv. 43b-45

Intentional humility is the pathway to 
greatness in His kingdom 

vv. 46-48

God’s work extends beyond our 
borders 

vv. 49-50



Utter dependence on God through 
faith is the key to effective ministry 

vv. 37-43a



Matt. 17:19 Then the disciples came to 

Jesus privately and said, “Why could we 

not drive it out?”

Matt. 17:20 And He *said to them, 

“Because of the littleness of your faith; for 

truly I say to you, if you have faith the size 

of a mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and 

it will move; and nothing will be impossible 

to you.

Matt. 17:21 [But this kind does not go 

out except by prayer and fasting.”]

Matt. 17:22 And while they were 

gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to 

them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men;

Matt. 17:23 and they will kill Him, and He 

will be raised on the third day.” And they 

were deeply grieved.

Mark 9:21 And He asked his father, “How long has this been happening 

to him?” And he said, “From childhood.

Mark 9:22 It has often thrown him both into the fire and into the 

water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and 

help us!”

Mark 9:23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible 

to him who believes.”

Mark 9:24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do 

believe; help my unbelief.”

Mark 9:25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He 

rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You deaf and mute spirit, I 

command you, come out of him and do not enter him again.”

Mark 9:26 After crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, 

it came out; and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them

said, “He is dead!”

Mark 9:27 But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and he got 

up.

Mark 9:28 When He came into the house, His disciples began

questioning Him privately, “Why could we not drive it out?”

Mark 9:29 And He said to them, “This kind cannot come out by 

anything but prayer.”



“The privilege of serving God never frees us 

from the necessity of relying on Him.”



Eternal priorities are more important 
than present successes

vv. 43b-45

Luke 9:54b, “……. But while everyone was marveling at all 

that He was doing, He said to His disciples,”

Luke 9:44 “Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son 

of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.”

Luke 9:45 But they did not understand this statement, and it 

was concealed from them so that they would not perceive it; 

and they were afraid to ask Him about this statement.



Intentional humility is the pathway to 
greatness in His kingdom 

vv. 46-48
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God’s work extends beyond our 
borders 

vv. 49-50
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