
Clean VS. 
Unclean Part 2

Leviticus 12-15







“Create in me a clean heart oh God”
Ps 51:10



“Then I said,
‘Woe is me, for I am ruined!
Because I am a man of unclean lips,
And I live among a people of unclean lips;
For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.’”
Isaiah 6:5







How the Jews viewed Clean vs Unclean

Clean vs Unclean in the New Testament

Application for Us

Today’s Outline



“make a distinction between the holy and the 
[common], and between the unclean and the clean” 
Lev 10:10
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“Clean” “Unclean” 

Hebrew word used 188x in OT Hebrew word used 248x in OT 

clean, pure, purify, purge, fair, 
pure, purifier, purer

unclean, defile, pollute, polluted, 
pollution, uncleanness

Greek word used 30x in NT Greek word used 30x in NT

cleanse, make clean, be clean, 
purge, purify unclean, foul



Clean Unclean 

Pure Impure 

Order Chaos

Normal/ Whole  Abnormal/ Deformed

Life Death 





Ch. 11. Food/Dietary Laws

Ch. 12. Childbirth 

CH. 13&14. “Leprosy” of skin, clothes or house

Ch. 15. Bodily Discharges 

What Makes You Unclean?



Bathe (Natural things)

Atonement (New baby) 

Atonement + Ceremony (Leprosy) 

Animals are in Immobile States 

How Can One Be Cleansed?



Step 1: Show himself to the priest
Step 2: Bring 2 live clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet string, hyssop
Step 3: Slay one bird in an earthenware vessel over running water
Step 4: Dip live bird, cedar wood, scarlet string and hyssop into the 
blood
Step 5: Sprinkle 7 times the one who was cleansed
Step 6: Let the live bird go over an open field
Step 7: Wash clothes, shave all hair, bathe
Clean!

19 Simple Steps to Cleansing a Leper



Step 8: He may enter the camp but has to wait 7 days before 
entering his tent
Step 9: on the 7th day: Shave, wash clothes and body again

19 Simple Steps to Cleansing a Leper



Step 10: on the 8th day bring 2 male lambs, 1 yearling ewe lamb, 
fine flour mixed with oil, and oil
Step 11: Priest will cleanse him at the doorway of tent of meeting
Step 12: Guilt offering: Blood on right ear, thumb, big toe
Step 13: Oil: Fill left palm
Step 14: Sprinkle oil 7 times before the Lord
Step 15: Put oil on right ear, thumb, big toe
Step 16: The rest of the oil goes on the head of the one cleansed
Step 17: Sin offering for atonement
Step 18&19: Burnt and grain offerings for atonement and cleansing

19 Simple Steps to Cleansing a Leper



“In many ways, leprosy is a type of sin. It rendered a 
man unclean, it excluded him from the camp of God 
and the people of God, it made the victim miserable. 
This is why there needed to be an application of 
blood (the blood of Christ) and the running water (the 
Holy Spirit’s regenerating work) in the cleansing of a 
leper. When a sinner turns to the Lord in repentance 
and faith today, the death and resurrection of Christ 
(pictured by the two birds) is reckoned to his account. 
The blood is applied through the power of the Spirit 
and, in God’s sight, the person is clean.” 
William MacDonald



How the Jews viewed Clean vs Unclean

Clean vs Unclean in the New Testament

Application to Us

Today’s Outline



• Jesus touches the leper (Luke 5:12-14)

Clean vs Unclean in the New Testament



“While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a 
man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, 
he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, ‘Lord, if 
You are willing, You can make me clean.’ And He 
stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, ‘I am 
willing; be cleansed.’ And immediately the leprosy left 
him. And He ordered him to tell no one, ‘But go and 
show yourself to the priest and make an offering for 
your cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.’”
Luke 5:12-14



• Jesus touches the leper (Luke 5:12-14)

• Jesus cares about your heart (Matt 23:25-26)

Clean vs Unclean in the New Testament



“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but 
inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. You 
blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of 
the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean 
also.”
Matt 23:25-26



How the Jews viewed Clean vs Unclean

Clean vs Unclean in the New Testament

Application to Us

Today’s Outline



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)

Application to Us



“For we are the temple of the living God; just as God 
said, ‘I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; 
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE. Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND 
BE SEPARATE,’ says the Lord. AND DO NOT TOUCH 
WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. ‘And I will 
be a father to you, And you shall be sons and 
daughters to Me,’ Says the Lord Almighty.”
2 Cor 6:16-18



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)

Application to Us



“For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or 
impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, 
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
Ephesians 5:5



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)

Application to Us



“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.”
James 4:8



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)

Application to Us



“If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the 
Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 
say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:6-9



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)
• We need to cleanse ourselves (2 Cor 7:1)

Application to Us



“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
2 Cor 7:1





• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)
• We need to cleanse ourselves (2 Cor 7:1)
• We need to draw near to God (Heb 10:22)

Application to Us



“let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”
Hebrews 10:22



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)
• We need to cleanse ourselves (2 Cor 7:1)
• We need to draw near to God (Heb 10:22)
• We need to cleanse each other (Eph 5:25-27)

Application to Us



“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word, that He might present 
to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy 
and blameless.”
Eph 5:25-27



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)
• We need to cleanse ourselves (2 Cor 7:1)
• We need to draw near to God (Heb 10:22)
• We need to cleanse each other (Eph 5:25-27)
• We need to look after each other (James 1:27)

Application to Us



“Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God 
and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”
James 1:27



• Goal: God wants to dwell with us (2 Cor 6:16-18)
• Unclean people cannot dwell with God (Eph 5:5)
• God is calling us to repent (James 4:8)
• Jesus will cleanse us from our sin (1 John 1:6-9)
• We need to cleanse ourselves (2 Cor 7:1)
• We need to draw near to God (Heb 10:22)
• We need to cleanse each other (Eph 5:25-27)
• We need to look after each other (James 1:27)
• We need to be zealous for what’s right (Titus 2:11-14)

Application to Us



“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness 
and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously 
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 
good deeds.”
Titus 2:11-14




