


Clean VS. 

Unclean Part 1

Leviticus chapter 11



Clostridium Difficile



C Diff Facts

-Infection of the GI system causing diarrhea and colitis

-Approximately 500,000 people are infected every year

-4.8 Billion dollars in healthcare cost annually

-29,000 death per year from C Diff

-Highly contagious, can live as spores outside the body 

on surfaces for 6 months

-Requires contact isolation



Clean and Unclean

Ch. 11. Food/ Dietary Laws

Ch. 12. Childbirth

Ch. 13. Skin Diseases

Ch. 14. Household Molds

Ch. 15. Bodily Discharges



Consequence of Uncleanness

-Cannot enter the tabernacle (Tent of the meeting)
-Defiling the tabernacle results in death



Leviticus 15:31

"Thus you shall keep the people of Israel 
separate from their uncleanness, lest 

they die in their uncleanness by defiling 
my tabernacle that is in their midst"



Consequence of Uncleanness

-Cannot enter the tabernacle (Tent of the meeting)

-Defiling the tabernacle results in death

-Uncleanness could mean isolation from the community and living 

outside the camp

-Meaning loss of fellowship with God and fellowship with others



Leviticus 13:45

"The leprous person who has the disease 
shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his 
head hang loose, and he shall cover his 
upper lip and cry out, 'unclean, unclean.' 
He shall remain unclean as long as he has 
the disease. He is unclean. He shall live 
alone. His dwelling shall be outside the 
camp.



How does clean and unclean 

regulations impact our 

understanding of the Bible?











Burnt offering

Grain offering

Peace offering

Sin offering

Guilt offering
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Leviticus 10-8-10

And the LORD spoke to Aaron, 
saying, “Drink no wine or strong drink, you 
or your sons with you, when you go into the 
tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a 
statute forever throughout your 
generations. You are to distinguish 
between the holy and the common, and 
between the unclean and the clean



Leviticus 16:1
The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the 
two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before 

the Lord and died...



Clean Unclean

Pure Impure

Order Chaos

Normal/ Whole Abnormal/ Deformed

Life Death



Fundamentally clean or pure is the basic 
requirement for being in the divine presence, as 
manifested even by the ark in the holy of holies 
which had been overlaid with ‘pure’ gold (Exod 
25:11). Thus to be clean means to be fit for the 
Presence of God, While to be holy means that 
one belongs to God. Something that is holy must 
remain exclusively in God’s sacred space, living 
for His will alone, or else be destroyed so as to 
prevent common or profane usage.”

-Michael Morales, "Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord"



Uncleanness 
is not flatly or immediately equated with 
particular sinful acts, it is nevertheless 
treated as being generally or ultimately 
the result of sin: uncleanness represents 
the pollution of sin. Contact with a 
carcass results in uncleanness therefore, 
not because such contact is in itself a sin, 
but because death and mortality are the 
result of sin.



Precisely here the correlation between 
holiness and life/ wholeness is critical. 
Physical imperfection, 
disruptions, deformities and maladies, 

though not considered sinful in 
themselves, nevertheless still reflect 
sin’s damage and pollution of the earth 
and therefore require ritual cleansing.”

-Michael Morales, "Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord"
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“Keeping in mind how the tabernacle is an 
architectural mountain of God and model of the 
threefold cosmos, the holy of holies corresponds 
to the clouded summit of the mountain, the 
heavenly abode of God. As the place of God’s 
Presence, the holy of holies represents the 
uttermost source of life. At the opposite end of 
the spectrum is the wilderness, which corresponds 
to the unruly waters surrounding the mountain, 
underneath which lies Sheol, the realm of chaos 
and death.

-Michael Morales, "Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord"



What is clean may be brought into God's Presence 
at the entrance of the tabernacle (the courtyard 
before the altar). Before drawing nearer to him, 
however, the clean person, animal or object must 
be sanctified, made holy so as to belong to 
YHWH. Broadly, what is unclean lies closer to the 
death/ chaos extremity, and what is clean is 
closer to the life of YHWH; beyond the status of 
clean is that of holy, and then most holy, which is 
nearest to YHWH, who is himself absolute life 
(holiness)

-Michael Morales, "Who Shall Ascend the Mountain of the Lord"



Deuteronomy 30:19-20

This day I call the heavens and the earth as 

witnesses against you that I have set before you 

life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose 

life, so that you and your children may live and 

that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his 

voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your 

life and he will give you many years in the land he 

swore to give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.
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• Dietary Regulations

Leviticus 11:1-2

And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, 

saying to them, speak to the people of 

Israel, saying These are the living things 

that you may eat among all the animals 

that are on the earth.



Type of Animal Clean Unclean

Land Animal

Those who have Divided 

Hoof and Chews the cud 

(sheep, goats, oxen)

Carnivores or animals who do 

not fit the clean 

qualifications

Water Animal
Must have both Fins and 

Scales

All other water animals 

without fins or scales

Birds

Those not forbidden,

E.g. Chicken, dove, 

pigeons

Birds of prey or scavengers

E.g. eagles, vultures, buzzards, 

falcon, raven, owl, carrion 

vulture, bat

Insects Grasshoppers family Winged insects on all fours

Reptiles None
All unclean, crawls on belly, 

detestable





• Why these animals?

Many theories...
Hygiene
Cultic
Symbolic



Type of Animal Clean Unclean

Land Animal

Those who have Divided 

Hoof and Chews the cud 

(sheep, goats, oxen)

Carnivores or animals who do 

not fit the clean 

qualifications

Water Animal
Must have both Fins and 

Scales

All other water animals 

without fins or scales

Birds

Those not forbidden,

E.g. Chicken, dove, 

pigeons

Birds of prey or scavengers

E.g. eagles, vultures, buzzards, 

falcon, raven, owl, carrion 

vulture, bat

Insects Grasshoppers family Winged insects on all fours

Raptiles None
All unclean, crawls on belly, 

detestable



• What is the purpose?



Leviticus 11:44
For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate 
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with 

any swarming thing that crawls on the 
ground. For I am the Lord who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am 
holy."



• What is the purpose?

-Identity as God's People



• What is the purpose?

-Identity as God's People
-Lesson on Holiness and Moral Purity



Leviticus 26:12
I will also walk among you and be your God, 

and you shall be My people.



• What is the purpose?

-Identity as God's People
-Lesson on Holiness and Moral Purity
-Consecration



Leviticus 11:44
For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am 
holy. You shall not defile yourselves with 

any swarming thing that crawls on the 
ground. For I am the Lord who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am 
holy."
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