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THE IMPACT OF MUSIC ON AN ERA. THE IMPACT OR AN ERA ON MUSIC 
EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL: PLACENTIA, CA 
HUMANITIES EDUCATOR: SUNSHINE CAVALLUZZI (JANE ORTNER EDUCATION AWARD WINNER) 
MUSIC EDUCATOR: RYAN YODER 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This study guide is a synopsis of a full lesson set taught in a middle or high school cooperatively in Music & Humanities 
classes. It combines humanities with music to make for a more engaging and thoughtful learning process. 
 
THEME 
“America Sings!”  is the theme. All the music chosen should reflect the different styles and eras of American music. (i.e. 
Folk, Broadway, Jazz, Spirituals, Patriotic & Film Music…)  
 
Using this approach centers the musical experience, provides genre diversity and enhances as well as deepens the 
educational experience for both music and non-music students. 
 
For example, during the preparation stage in this case, students learn how our music often reflects what was going on in 
our society at the time it was first popular. 
 
The audience also benefits by being exposed to different styles and learning about what was happening during that period 
in our nation’s history through song introductions and program notes.  
 
SAMPLE SONGS AND GENRES 

• Spirituals – “We Shall Overcome”, “My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord” or “Steal Away” 
• Pop and R&B – “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”, “Livin’ For The City” or “Ball of Confusion” 
• American Folk Songs – “Annie’s Song” or “Blowing In The Wind” 
• Patriotic Songs – “Salute to the Armed Forces” or “Over There” 

These examples allow music teachers AND teachers in other academic areas to explore protest movements, storytelling, 
nationalism and more. 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS 

• “What systemic issues need to be addressed for us to truly overcome?  
• How can we work together as a community to make that happen?”           

 
LYRIC ANALYSIS & REFLECTIVE WRITING  

• Reflect on the lyrics of We Shall Overcome, Ball of Confusion, Blowing In The Wind or other selections.  
• Write about an obstacle or challenge you recently faced and overcame in your life.  

 
CSTP 1.2 Connecting learning to students’ prior knowledge,  
 backgrounds, life experiences, and interests 
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CSTP 1.3 Connecting subject matter to meaningful, real-life contexts 
 
“H.I.P.P.O.S.” 

• Historical context 
• Intended Audience 
• Point of View 
• Purpose 
• Outside Connections 
• Statement of Significance 

 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

● What was happening in the nation in the months surrounding the release of the selected song?  
● How might those events have impacted either the writing of the song or the way it was received? 
 

INTENDED AUDIENCE 
● Who do you think was the intended audience of the song? Why? 
● How do you think this song was received by various generational groups? In different parts of the country? 

Various racial and ethnic groups? Do you think there was a difference between the way men and women received 
this song? Justify your choices. 

 
POINT OF VIEW 

● Using AUTHENTICATED and RELIABLE online sources, do a little fact-finding about the artist(s) who performed 
the song you chose (keep track of the sites where you found the information).  

● How might the artist’s personal history while growing up have impacted the message of the song? 
● How might the artist’s circumstances at the time the song was created have impact its message? 

 
PURPOSE 

● What do you think this artist hoped to achieve with this song? Why do you think so? 
● Choose a modern song you believe has the same purpose. Explain the connections you perceive. 

 
OUTSIDE CONNECTIONS 

● What are a few events from the two years after this song was released that might have used this song (either the 
organizers choosing to play the song as a part of the event or a documentarian using it as background music for a 
film about the event)? Justify your choices. 

● What’s a modern movement or cause that might use or identify with this song? Justify your choice. 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

● After a 1974 concert at Harvard Square Theatre, then-critic Jon Landau famously wrote: “I saw my rock ‘n’ roll 
past flash before my eyes. And I saw something else: I saw rock and roll future and its name is Bruce 
Springsteen.” What statement might a music critic evaluating this song have made? Why? 

 
 


