The Same Destiny Overtakes Us All

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 9:1-12

The Big Idea
Ecclesiastes confronts us with the reality of death and invites us to live with presence and purpose during the short time of our life under the sun.

Questions for Discussion
1.  How would you describe your current relationship with death? 

2.  Where do you most see the denial of death playing out in today’s world?  Where does that most play out in your own world?

3.  If you knew you only had the rest of 2026 to live, how would you spend your last 6 weeks?   

4.  Imagine the Risen Jesus going back in time to have a conversation with Qohelet about living well in light of death’s certainty.  What do you think Jesus would change or add to Qohelet’s message?

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  Qohelet is like an exposure therapist.  He wants us to face our fear of death head on because there is wisdom on the other side of that fear. 
B.   We all have our own relationship with death.  For some it’s purely hypothetical, for others it’s the thing that has taken our loved ones away, and for others we feel it’s grip on our own lives.
C.  Reflecting on death is very counter cultural. 
1.  This is partly just a function of modern life.  Generations no longer live together, and medical facilities whisk away the dying. 
2. But our world also practices distraction and denial when it comes to death. 

II.  Qohelet laments about death but encourages us to come to terms with it
	A.  Qohelet remains mysterious about the possibility of life after death
1.  He hints at life after death (see 3:11 and the conclusion in 12:13-14)
2.  But for the most part he looks at death from the perspective of “life under the sun,” and from that perspective, death is the great silence where people just stop living at all (see v. 4-5 and 10)
	B.  Qohelet laments three qualities of death
		1.  Death is not a respecter of persons		
			a.  The righteous and wicked all go to the same place (v. 1-3)
b.  Animals and humans all go to the same place (3:18-21)
			c.  Like Justice, death also is blind
		2.  Death is not a respecter of schedules
			a.  Like fish suddenly caught in a net, so death overtakes us (v. 12)
b.  There’s an injustice to death’s timing.  Sometimes the wicked live long and the righteous do not (7:15) 
			c.  Death never asks us if it’s a convenient time
3.  Death is not a respecter of property
a.  Death takes everything from you, and you have no more “lot” (v. 6)
b.  See also 5:15 and 2:18-19
c.  Death even erases the memory of you (2:16)

III.  In light of death’s reality, Qohelet recommends not despair but intention and urgency
	A.  Enjoy life (v. 7-9)
	B.  Live with all your might (v. 10)
	C.  Consider your own funeral:  resume virtues vs. eulogy virtues (David Brooks)
	D.  Consider the story of Alfred Nobel
E.  If you knew you were going to die at the end of this year, how would you live your remaining 6 weeks?
1.  If death is not a respecter of persons, you shouldn’t be either.  Don’t live with ego/pride, and let go of caring what others think of you.
2.  If death is not a respecter of schedules, engage one another as if this may be your last conversation.  What are the things you want to say to your friends and loved ones?  Say them now.
3.  If death is not a respecter of property, hold all your possessions loosely.  Live generously so you don’t die with millions of dollars in an account somewhere. 



