This Is His Lot

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 5:8-20

The Big Idea
Qohelet invites us to accept our lot which involves enjoying life’s blessings and embracing life’s boundaries.  In the midst of a world that constantly pushes unlimited, in Christ we can find contentment with our lot and cultivate faithfulness with whatever God has entrusted to us.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  On Sunday we were invited to get in touch with the lot that’s been assigned to each one of us.  How are you feeling about your lot these days? 

2.  Qohelet’s counsel is to “accept your lot,” yet we celebrate people who refused to accept their lot and accomplished great things.  What are some ways we can discern whether God is calling us to acceptance of things as they are (a job, a health challenge, a challenging relationship, etc.) or whether he’s inviting us to make a change in our lot?  

3.  What has been your own relationship with limits in your life?  Where do you most struggle with the limits of your lot? 

4.  As you consider faithfully cultivating the lot God has entrusted to you, what one or two issues come to mind at this time?

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
Qohelet is like a land surveyor:  he’s measuring the surface, boundaries, and features to help us measure our lives properly and embrace life for what it actually is 

II.  Qohelet’s use of “lot”
A.  This word shows up in those little rays of sunshine in Ecclesiastes where he speaks of enjoyment in the simple things of life (see 5:18-29, 3:22, 9:9-10)
	B.  A lot is a portion or share of something given to you
1.  Such as the spoils of war being divided among victors or the land of Israel being divided among the 12 tribes
		2.  Lot fundamentally implies both blessings and boundaries
a.  That’s why “lot” can sometimes have a positive (Ps 16:5-6) and sometimes negative connotation in our lives
			b.  Our lot size can obviously change in different seasons. 
	C.  Qohelet wants to help us think well about the human lot we all have in common
		1.  Creation:  Adam and Eve had a beautiful lot
		2.  Fall: They did not accept their lot but grasped for unlimited
	3.  Life under the sun: Now we experienced the mixed lot of life in fallen world.  	We still experience many blessings but we also feel the profound boundaries. 
		4.  Each one of us feels this common human lot in our own particular ways.

III.  We push against our lot
	A.  The world pushes unlimited on us all the time
B.  Even our Christian culture and promote unlimited
C.  Not all of that is bad:  some of the great stories in this world come from people who did not accept their lot but pushed against the boundaries.
	D.  But Qohelet warns us against an internal posture of always wanting more
1.  He pursued unlimited and found it’s not all it’s cracked up to be (see 1:8, 2:11, 5:10)
2.  The issue is greed (see Colossians 3:5-6)
3.  It’s that “more” impulse inside us that keeps us always looking over the fence rather than experience the goodness right in front of us. 

IV.  Qohelet invites us to accept our lot
A.  His language:  Accept, find satisfaction, gladness of heart, enjoyment, do good, whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.
B.  Contentment
1.  Practically speaking, stop looking over the fence at the greener grass, and receive what is right in front of you and enjoy it. 
2.  Spiritually speaking, if we make God himself our lot (see Ps 75:25-26) and focus on all the spiritual blessings we have in Christ (see Ephesians 1), we will find deep contentment through the circumstances of life.  When God is our true lot, we won’t ask our circumstantial lot (home, finances, marriage, work, etc) to do more for us than they were designed to do.
C.  Cultivation
	1.  “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (9:10)
2.  Paul calls first century household servants who had a tough lot in life to work heartily as unto the Lord (Col 3:23-24) in the midst of challenging, menial, unnoticed work. 








