Stand In Awe of God

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

The Big Idea
When we draw near to God in worship, we are encouraged to consider the kind of being he is and the kind of being we are, and to fear God.  Even as new covenant Christians, we are invited to fear God and live lives of holy reverence and obedience. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  In light of Sunday’s message on the fear of the Lord, how would you respond to a Christian who says, “Yes, but I thought ‘perfect love casts out fear.’” (1 John 4:18)

2.  What have you found most helpful in your own life in terms of trying to cultivate a healthy fear of the Lord? 

3.  Consider the various reasons we tend to fill all the space in prayer mentioned on Sunday.  What do you relate to most in that and what would you add to that?  How comfortable are you with silence? 

4.  Is there anything specific you want change in terms of how you approach Sunday morning worship or your personal devotional life with God this week?   

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  Qohelet is like a telescope cutting through the atmosphere of “life under the sun” in order to magnify the greatness of God.  
	B.  Throughout Ecclesiastes, he gives us many reasons to fear the Lord
God is the author of our story, God is in heaven and we are on earth, God gives us breath and then takes it away, God will one day hold us all accountable for how we’ve lived our lives.
C.  In this chapter he calls us to consider how the fear of the Lord should be expressed in our worship/devotional life (his context is the temple worship of Israel).  

II.  The Passage
	A.  Guard your steps when you go to the house of God (v. 1)
1.  Throughout Scripture, when people encounter God it’s a holy, sacred, fearsome moment (Moses at the burning bush, Israel at Mt. Sinai, Isaiah in Isaiah 6, etc)
2.  Israel is called to prepare their hearts for a sacred encounter
3.  The “fool,” in contrast, treats sacred things flippantly and casually
	B.  Listen rather than offer the sacrifice of fools (v. 1)
1.  The sacrifice of fools = going through the motions in religion by virtue of custom and habit without having lives truly surrendered to God
		2.  Listen = approach receptive/attentive to God with the desire to obey
			Consider the “shema” (Dt 6:4-5)
	C.  Do not be quick with your mouth (v. 2)
1.  Consider the massive difference between God (in heaven) and you (on earth), and consider who should be the one doing most of the talking
2.  Let’s consider how we engage God in our devotional/prayer life.  Why do we so often fill the space with all of our own words?
a.  God is our cosmic therapist, and we’ve got to get some things off our chest
b.  God is our cosmic vending machine, and we’ve got things we want him to do for us. 
c.  We think we won’t be heard unless we’re talk loud and often
d.  We’re afraid of the silence (consider Peter on the Mt. of Transfiguration in Luke 9)
		3.  Qohelet invites us to be more silent in a world full of words
D.  Fulfill your vows or don’t make them at all (v. 4-6)
1.  In moments of desperation, people have always been tempted to make promises to God if he’ll intervene
2.  But God wants integrity and no empty promises

III.  How do we receive this as New Covenant Christians?
A.  Jesus has fulfilled everything the temple represented and has offered a perfect sacrifice for sin, so we can now approach the throne of grace with confidence
B.  But God remains the same kind of being he’s always been: holy, awesome, etc.  He has not gotten softer in his old age. 
C.  So we need to regularly remind ourselves that it is Christ’s sacrifice alone that makes us acceptable to God, and that reality can lead us to an even greater sense of awe and wonder.			
	D.  The Fear of the Lord remains a central theme in the  New Covenant
See Act 9:31. Philippians 2:12-13, and Hebrews 12:28-29

IV.  Practical Takeaway
	A.  What would it look like to practice the fear of the Lord on Sunday mornings?
		1.  Guard your steps:  prepare our hearts ahead of time to meet with God 
2.  Don’t offer the sacrifice of fools:  don’t just go through the motions.  	Plan to hear from God and submit to him. 
B.  What would it look like to practice the fear of the Lord in our individual devotional life? 
	1.  Experiment this week with starting a quiet time of 5 minutes of silence
	2.  Meditate on the kind of being God is and the kind of being you are
	3.  Then engage him in prayer and Scripture reading
