A Time for Everything

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 3:1-17

The Big Idea
We are not the authors of our own story, God is, but we can trust that he is good and has a purpose in the story he is writing.  Wisdom comes from fully embracing the season of life we’re in and receiving whatever God has for us in each season.

Questions for Discussion
1.  If you had to give this chapter of your life a title, what would it be and why?  Feel free to use one of Qohelet’s descriptions in v. 2-8 or come up with your own title.  

2.  Where do you see arrival fallacy or nostalgia rearing their heads in your own life?  

3.  On Sunday we discussed how ultimately God is the author of our stories.  In light of that, how do we discern whether it’s time to surrender to a particular chapter of life or it’s time to seek to improve/change our life circumstances?  

4.  As you consider the chapter you are in, what do think God’s invitation for you is in this chapter?  

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
	A.  Qohelet plays the role of a “dis-illusionist”
B.  He wants to remove our illusions of control, wealth, significance, immortality, so that we can live wisely and embrace reality as it actually is.
	C.  In this chapter he removes some of our illusions of time

II.  Qohelet captures the angst we feel as humans living in time
A.  God has set eternity in our hearts (v. 11):  a sense of a time when all will be well and things will endure
	B.  But we live in time where all is not well and things do not endure
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]C.  “God has made us cosmic misfits.  He has put something in us that is bigger than anything around us.” - Bobbie Jamison

III.  Qohelet’s main point:  You are not the author of the story; God is
	A.  This is sobering
		1.  We can’t fathom what God has done from beginning to end (v. 11) 
a.  We find ourselves in the middle of a story we didn’t choose and can’t predict or control
			b.  God doesn’t consult us on the plotline
2.  While we have some responsibility for our stories, God’s actions are the ones that endure (v. 14)
		3.  God does it this way so that we will fear him (v. 14)
			a.  The result is awe at the one who is the author
		b.  Consider Paul’s awe after considering God’s surprising story of Jew 			and Gentile in Romans 9-11 (see 11:33-36)
	B.  This is comforting
		1.  Our stories are not up to us; we don’t carry the weight of them ourselves
	2.  While we can’t fathom it, God does have a story from beginning to end (v. 	11) that’s not random or accidental but intentional
		3.  God’s purposeful actions are not in danger of being subverted (v. 14)
	4.  He can even take past moments that seemed painful or purposeless and call 	them to account within his overall story (v. 15)
		5.  The story ends with God putting all things right (v. 17)
	6.  So even though we can’t control or predict the story, we can trust the Author 	of the story and find our place in his grand story

IV.   Every season carries some invitation from God
	A.  God has made everything beautiful in its time (v. 11)
		1.  Every season bears some trace of God’s beauty and purpose
		2.  Our task is to be present to that beauty and purpose
	B.  We are often tempted to NOT live fully in the chapter we are in
1.  “Arrival fallacy”
a. Looking ahead to some future chapter of life that will bring lasting happiness and contentment.
			b.  “If only” thinking:  “if only I could find that special person” etc  
c.  Qohelet would say the only time we will arrive at that permanent bump in our emotional wellbeing is eternity. 
d.  By grasping for “if only” we refuse to see the good in front of us
		2.  Nostalgia
a.  Looking back to a time when life was better and reliving it as an escape from the present.  
	b.  Qohelet says it’s unwise to ask why the good old days were better 		(7:10)
c.  Biblical remembrance calls us to look to the past and remember God’s faithfulness for the purpose of giving us faith in the present.  Nostalgia, on the other hand, is an escape from the present. 
	C.  Qohelet calls us to be present to the season we are in
1.  The call: “be happy/content and do good” (v. 12) whatever the chapter 
2.  Every chapter carries an invitation:  whether a chapter of grief, responsibility, abundance, diminishing significance, etc.
3.  One simple reframe for each chapter: from “I have to” to “I get to”
4.  What might God’s invitation be for you in this chapter of your life?
