
With Much Wisdom Comes Much Sorrow

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 1:12-18, 2:12-16, and 2:24-26

The Big Idea
Qohelet searches out what gain can be found in wisdom, and his findings offer mixed reviews: wisdom has certain benefits, but no true “gain” can be secured through wisdom.  Rather than encouraging the pursuit of wisdom on our own, he commends a humble fear of the Lord and a receiving from the Lord the wisdom that only he can give. 

Discussion Questions
1.  Make an honest assessment of yourself: is pursuing knowledge one of the ways you seek “gain” in life?  How specifically does that play out in your life? 

2.  While Ecclesiastes acknowledges the limits of knowledge and intellect especially apart from God, it was argued on Sunday that the Bible is never anti-intellectual.  Where have you experienced an anti-intellectual strain in church communities or in your own religious background?  

3.  As you consider our age of “information explosion” (internet, smart phone, AI), what opportunities for greater wisdom excite you, and what threats to true wisdom concern you?  

4.  As you consider Qohelet’s perspective on wisdom, what’s one practical takeaway in terms of how you want to approach your life this fall?   

Sermon Outline
I. Introduction
	A.  Proverbs functions like a parent
		1.  It gives us wise principles to live by and clear guidance
	2.  With young children we don’t overcomplicate things
	B.  In Ecclesiastes, Qohelet functions like a Professor
		1.  He reveals the complexities and mysteries of life	
		2.  He deconstructs an overly simplistic faith and view of the world

II.  In this passage, Qohelet is asking the question, “what gain is there to be had in wisdom?” 
	A.  He finds this very challenging
		1.  It’s burdensome (v. 13)
		2.  It’s an experience of hevel (v. 14)
		3.  It’s like trying to straighten something that refuses to be straightened (v. 15)
		4.  It’s like trying to put together a puzzle with lots of missing pieces (v. 15)
	B.  His quest with wisdom has mixed results
		1.  Sometimes it makes things worse (v. 18)
			“Wisdom is consciousness without control” – Bobby Jamieson
		2.  It has some intrinsic benefits
			2:13-14, 4:13, 7:19, 8:1
		3.  But the actual gain we receive is limited 
			See end of 2:14
C.  Qohelet is not anti-intellectual and is not discouraging the life of the mind and an earnest search for truth, but he’s revealing the limitations of that search in a fallen world. 

III.  Reflection on the story of humanity
A.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil
1.  Then you will be like God, knowing good and evil 		
2.  God has a “Maker’s Knowledge” of reality.  He understands the how and why because he made it.
3.  The human temptation was this:  Rather than accept our place as creatures and receive knowledge from the Maker as a gift, we sought to pridefully supplant the Maker and define reality as we see fit, decide good and evil as we see fit, be the meaning-makers of our own lives.
4.  The twin results of the fall
a.  Our quest for wisdom apart from God turned us into fools (Romans 1:21-22)
b.  God structured a fallen reality that will resist our attempts to master it (Ecclesiastes 7:13)
	B.  How this story is playing out today
1.  We are in the age of information explosion and have more access to knowledge than ever before (internet, smart phone, AI)
2.  But Qohelet would ask us:  What have we “gained” in all of this? 
			a.  Is the world a better place because of the internet?
			b.  With all of our parenting resources, are we raising better children?
		c.  Are we getting closer to the truth or is the truth more obscured than 			ever?
			d.   Are we getting wiser with all this knowledge?

IV.  Qohelet’s direction to us
	A.  Fear of the Lord
1.  See 3:11 and 14:  God has structured reality in a way that will remain beyond us for an express purpose: “that we would FEAR him.” 
2.  God wants us to abandon our prideful grasp for independent wisdom, and instead recognize the infinite gap between us as creatures and God as creator. 
3.  This is the basic lesson of Job.  Job was not given answers to his questions, but he experienced God in a way that taught him the fear of the Lord
4.  This is the basic message of Proverbs: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (1:7)
	B.  Don’t grasp for wisdom apart from God as gain.  Receive wisdom as gift from God 
1.  2:26 God gives wisdom to those who please him
2.  God loves thwarting human pride, but he also loves giving wisdom to those who fear him. 
3.  This is the basic message of Proverbs:  trust in the Lord, lean not on your own understanding, and he’ll make your paths straight (3:5-6)
	C.  There is a second child-likeness on the other side of adolescence
1.  We must move through simplistic and naïve faith to experience life in all its complexities, but once we do, there is a child-like faith that is not naïve but also trusts God in the midst of the complexities
2.  When going through troubles, the issue isn’t whether we can perfectly get our heads around what’s happening to us but rather whether we can trust God and entrust ourselves into his hands even when we don’t understand.

