Everything is Hevel

The Word
Read together Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 and 12:9-14

Questions for Discussion
1.  Consider the opening question on Sunday: “Are you breathing just a little and calling it a life?”  Are you currently experiencing life in its fullness, and what are the barriers to living life more fully in this season?  

2.  What’s your honest gut response to the fact that we’ll be walking through Ecclesiastes this fall?  Excited, disappointed, anxious, annoyed, curious, etc.? 

3.  Where are you currently experiencing “hevel” in life?  And what might God be inviting you into in the midst of that? 

4.  Qohelet’s opening salvo is a sobering one:  “You are hevel.  One day you will be forgotten.  Embrace your own insignificance.”  Give your group one minute of silence to sit with that reality.  Then discuss: what’s stirring in you by way of response to that reality?    

Group Prayer Prompt
Lord God, help us to seek first your kingdom and your righteousness this week.  Help us to recognize the hevel of this world for what it is and live by faith in your eternal grace and live for the sake of your eternal kingdom.

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
	A.  “Are you breathing just a little and calling it a life?”
Are you living fully and fully present to your life, or are you caught in a cycle of 	anxiety, control, or risk aversion?
B.  Ecclesiastes resources
1.  Everything Is Never Enough by Bobby Jamieson
2.  Living Life Backwards by David Gibson

II.  Ecclesiastes’ central themes in v. 1-3
A.  The central person (v. 1)
1.  The Teacher (Qohelet in Hebrew)
2.  Not necessarily Solomon but any number of Israel’s kings
3.  Not necessarily the author of the book (see the author’s own comments in chapter 12)
4.  He functions like an alarm clock waking us up to life as it actually is (like a shepherd with his goads prodding the sluggish sheep: 12:11)
	B.  The central image (v. 2)
		1.  Hevel = vapor, breath, smoke
		2.  Things in this life are fleeting:  they disappear so quickly
		3.  Things in this life are elusive:  they elude our grasp and control
4.  Things in life are insubstantial: even when we get them, they don’t quite deliver as hoped
	C.  The central question (v. 3)
1.  What do we “gain” from life?
2.  “Gain” is an accounting word.  The question is: can I accrue things to some permanent account and stockpile life?  Can I build a surplus and “get ahead” in life, or manufacture predictable outcomes, or build a lasting monument? 
			a.  Gain is about control, mastery, and acquisition
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]b.  “The central drive of modernity is to make the world engineerable, predictable, available, accessible, and disposable in all its aspects, but no matter how proficient we get, the world resolutely resists our efforts to control it.”
		c.  And whatever you might gain, at the end, death takes it all away

III.  Ecclesiastes opening point (v. 4-11)
	A.  You yourself are hevel.  Accept your own insignificance
	B.  He sets our insignificance next to the reality and permanency of creation
1.  v. 4:  Generations are like footprints in the sand that the tide erases every day
2.  v. 5-8: Creation itself is hard at work but experiences no gain from all its work.  There’s a circularity to creation’s rhythm and nothing is gained.  So why should you, puny little human, expect gain from your life when creation itself doesn’t experience gain?
3.  v. 9-10: There’s nothing new under the sun.  What makes you think you’re special and bring something genuinely novel to this world? 
	C.  He drops the hammer:  you will be utterly forgotten (v. 11)
1.  Scripture says the same thing elsewhere (see Psalm 103:15-16)
2.  In a culture that puts us at the center, Qohelet reminds us that in the grand scheme of things we are insignificant and will be forgotten
	D.  How do we live well in light of this sobering reality?
		1.  There is One who remembers all
a.  There is great comfort in this.  God sees all our pain, notices, remembers, and even stores it up (Ps 56:8)
b.  There is great accountability here.  God will hold us accountable for how we spend our short life here (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)
2.  The world will forget you, and you will have no lasting legacy here.  So abandon all worldly measurements, and live for the one voice that matters:  
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
3.  Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  All else is hevel.
 
