I Am the Way the Truth and the Life

The Word
Read together John 14:1-11

The Big Idea
Through his death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus has prepared a glorious eternal home for God’s people.  Through faith in him, we can arrive home one day, and through faith in him we create a home for him within our hearts even now. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  How did this picture of Jesus preparing a home for us impact your previous understanding of this passage?  

2.  Jesus clearly states in v. 6 that no one comes to the Father except through him.  Do you think it’s possible for a person to make it to heaven through Jesus without actually knowing about Jesus?  Why or why not? 

3.  As we considered the eternal home Jesus has prepared, we acknowledged the importance of remembering that this world is not our home.  What in this world are you currently asking too much of? 

4.  Where in your life right now might Jesus be asking you to invite him in by faith so that he can make his home in your life in a deeper and fuller way?

Sermon Outline
I.  The context is troubled hearts (v.1)
A.  Jesus has just shared some troubling things about his departure and their denial
B.  They have given everything to him and can’t imagine a future without him

II.  Jesus comforts them with an image of eternity (v. 2-3)
A.  Most of Scripture’s images of eternity our grand and vast in scale, but this image is very intimate and mundane
	B.  An eternal home
		1.  A place of safety, belonging, intimacy
		2.  The ultimate goal is not simply a home/location but a person: The Father
a.  The Father is our ultimate home (come to “the Father” through me and “show us the Father.” 
			b.  He is the one our souls long for, whether we realize it or not
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]c.  “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that we were made for another world.” – C.S. Lewis

III.  Jesus must leave his disciples in order to prepare this eternal home
1.  Verse 3 reflects the language of 1st century betrothals where the groom takes the betrothal period to prepare a house on his father’s estate for him and his bride-to-be.
2.  Jesus prepares this future home through his death, resurrection, and ascension
a.  His death:  he offers a perfect sacrifice for sin so we could be made righteous in the sight of God
b.  His resurrection:  he defeats death on our behalf, so that we can live forever with God
c.  His ascension: he stands as our current king and high priest, ruling and interceding for us
3.  In many ways the greatest need is for him to prepare a people who are fit for his eternal home	(see how Jesus prepares his bride in Ephesians 5:25-27)
	
IV. “ I am the way, the truth, and the life”
A.  The emphasis is on way
1.  Through his death, resurrection, and ascension, he has opened up the way to the Father
2.  And that path is the ONLY way to the Father
Apart from what he has done on our behalf, none of us is fit for that eternal home, regardless of education, Christian background, morality, etc. 
3.  The invitation is extended to all (consider the “whosoevers” of John’s gospel), but the actual path is narrow
	B.  He is also the truth and the life
1.  He’s not just the way to eternal life; he is eternal life.  He is the substance of our experience of eternal life.  He is one with the Father (v. 7, 10).  He’s not just the way to God, he is God. 
3.  The best part of our eternal home will be being with him in his presence and glory (see John 17:24 and Revelation 21:23)

V.  How then shall we live?
A.  Stop trying to make this world our home
1.  Stop asking the things of this world to give us more than they actually can (work, marriage, kids, friends, church, etc)
	2.  That is idolatry
	B.  Start living by faith in Jesus (see v. 1)
1.  Faith is the way we prepare a home for Jesus even as we await the home he’s prepared for us
2.  This reflects Jesus’ language later in the chapter
- v. 16-18: Spirit dwelling in us
- v. 23: The Father and Son making their home inside us!
C.  So where in your life do you need to invite in by faith? 
 
