I Am the Resurrection and the Life

The Word
Read together John 11:1-44

The Big Idea
This final sign of Jesus displays his glory in beautiful ways.  He reveals himself both as the one who enters into the fullness of our suffering but also the one who conquers sin, death, and Satan and ushers in resurrection life. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  Jesus intentionally delays and subjects Lazarus and his family to further grief in order to reveal his glory in a deeper way (v. 4) and deepen faith in his followers (v. 15).  Where are you experiencing the delay of God in your life?  Are you seeing any traces of his glory or a deepened faith in the midst of that delay?

2.  How does this shift from the resurrection as a concept to the resurrection as a person change the way you think about your own future?  

3.  On Sunday we scratched the surface about the Bible’s answers to the problem of evil.  What questions did that raise in you, and what would you want to add to that conversation?  

4.  Jesus’ encounter with Mary reveals a very human Jesus who enters into the full brokenness of the human condition and weeps with compassion for our plight.  Do you think the Risen Jesus in heaven continues to weep with us in our grief in the same way?  Do you want him to?  Why or why not?

Sermon Outline
I.  The delay of Jesus
A.  Jesus intentionally delays coming to Lazarus, therefore subjecting Lazarus and his family to ongoing distress and grief
B. Throughout History, God’s people have experienced his delay
	1. Israel Egypt, waiting for the Messiah, and now waiting for his return
2.  “How long, O Lord?” in the Psalms and Revelation
	C.  His reasons are:
1.  In order to reveal his glory in a deeper way (v. 4)
2.  In order to inspire deeper faith in his followers (v. 15)

II.  Jesus’ encounter with Martha
	A.  Martha seems like a classic firstborn: responsible, thoughtful, etc.
B.  Martha displays a level of trust in Jesus (v. 21-22) but it may not run as deep as she even thinks (v. 39)
	C.  She believes in the resurrection as a concept/doctrine (v. 24)
	D.  Jesus confronts her with the reality that the resurrection is a person (v. 25)
		1.  This is his glory:  he is life itself and gives life to whomever he wishes
		2.  See John 5:25-26
3.  The reason any of us receive resurrection life is not simply because it’s the natural reward for a certain way of living, but it is because we have been joined by faith to the Person of Jesus who is life itself. (See John 17:3)

III.  Jesus’ encounter with Mary
A.  Mary seems more like an intuitive, feeler, relational person.  
B.  She says the exact same words as Martha but falls at Jesus feet weeping (v. 32). Nothing measured; just raw honest emotion before the rabbi she loves
C.  Jesus’ response reveals his glory:  deeply distress and weeping with them (v. 33-35)  
		1.  Jesus is distressed by death and the havoc it wreaks on humanity
2.  Even knowing what he’s about to do, he fully enters into the grief and distress of that situation. 	
D.   Martha was looking to a doctrine, and He confronts her with a Person. Mary pours out her heart and finds in him a friend who meets her in her grief
E.  The Problem of Evil:  Scripture never gives a airtight clean answer, but it provides helpful perspectives
1.  Job:  Our God is above it all and his ways are higher than ours.  We can trust that he sees what we don’t see and works in all things. 
2.  John 11:  Our God is in the midst of it all.  He weeps with us.  He entered our reality and took our question (“Why O Lord?”) on his own lips.  He bears the grief and sin and brokenness of the world upon himself. 
3.  In our grief that’s what we need:  A transcendent God who is above it all, and a personal God who is close to the brokenhearted. 

III.  The raising of Lazarus
A.  Notice Jesus’ Intimacy with his Father (v. 41-42)
B.  Notice Jesus’ Authority over all things (v. 43)
C.  This is the 7th and last of the SIGNS of Jesus	
1.  This sign points to Jesus’ own death and resurrection
a.  There’s an intrinsic link between Jesus raising Lazarus and Jesus’ own impending death (see v. 45 and following)
b.  Lazarus’ was merely a resuscitation to normal human life, but Jesus’ was a resurrection to new indestructible life
		2.  This sign points to our future resurrection
a.  Unlike Lazarus, we will never die again but will enter a new form of existence
b.  Death itself will be destroyed.  Death will finally be the big loser. (1 Cor 15:54-55)

