
I Am the Good Shepherd

The Word
Read together John 10:1-21

The Big Idea
Jesus offers himself as the ideal shepherd, and he calls us away from false shepherds to listen to his voice and entrust ourselves to his care.

Questions for Discussion
1.  The shepherding image from Jesus is a very familiar one to most of us.   Was there anything from the image or the passage that you experienced in a fresh way this week?

2.  Consider the qualities of Jesus that make him a superior shepherd to all others (Section III in the outline below).  Why do you think his active shepherding still feels so elusive to many Christians? 

3.  Are there any specific voices or inputs that you feel called to dial down in your life right now so that you can attend to the one voice that matters most? 

4. Sunday’s message ended with this basic admonition:  Let God shepherd you instead of trying to shepherd yourself.  What might that look like for you at this time? 

Sermon Outline
I.  The shepherd imagery 
A.  This would be familiar to Jesus audience
1.  This is a regular image of God in the Hebrew Scriptures (Ps 80, 23, etc.)
2.  They would all be familiar with shepherding
	B.  This is a tender image, but it has some sober assumptions
		1.  Life is dangerous (wolves, thieves, robbers, scarce water supply)
		2.  We are sheep who can’t take care of ourselves but need a shepherd
a.  Jesus saw that the crowds were like sheep without a shepherd (Mt 9:36)
b.  Sheep are fairly defenseless and in constant need of guidance and protection
	C.  Most people look to some kind of shepherd in their lives
		1.  Childhood:  parents, coaches, teachers
		2.  Adolescence: peers and celebrities
		3.  Adulthood:  political leaders, spiritual leaders, self
		4.  Contemporary life: online shepherds: pastors, podcasters, influencers
		5.  AI Shepherds

II.  The main danger Jesus is focused on here is false/bad shepherds 
	A.  He is speaking to the Pharisees here (there’s no break from chapter 9)
		1.  The Pharisees have shown themselves to not take good care of the sheep
		2.  Instead they’ve focused on their own positions and praise
3.  They are either like “thieves and robbers” who actually take advantage of the sheep, or they are like the “hired hand” who simply feel no real personal commitment to the sheep
	B.  God similarly indicted the leaders of ancient Israel’s day through the prophets
1.  They weren’t shepherding well but were actually taking advantage of the sheep (see Ezekiel 34:1-6)
2.  God promised to:
	a.  Shepherd the sheep himself (v. 11-12
	b.  Raise up David to shepherd the sheep (v. 23-24)
c.  Jesus is the fulfilment of both of these promises

III. Jesus declares his superiority as a shepherd in every way
A.  He knows his sheep intimately (v. 14-15)
	B.  He is utterly and sacrificially committed to the good of the sheep
		1.  He comes to bring life to the full (v. 10)
			- no other shepherd knows us like he does
		2.  He lays down his life to bring life to the sheep (v. 11)
			a.  No other shepherd sacrifices himself like he does
			b.  He is not coerced to lay down his life.  He does it willingly (v. 18)
			c.  His Father loves him for this very reason (v. 17)
C. He is infinitely strong and able to shepherd us (v. 27-30)
1.  His hands are stronger than any other shepherd
2.  He is strong enough to keep us safe from our worst enemies (sin, Satan, and death)

IV.  The call of the sheep
A.  Know the shepherd’s voice really well (v. 3-5)
1.  We need to cultivate familiarity with his voice and get really clear on what it sounds like so we can recognize counterfeit voices when we hear them.
2.  We need to practice the art of subtraction: dial down the other voices and limit our exposure to them when possible in order to create space. 
3.  Spend time attending to his voice (we do this primarily through reading and reflecting on Scripture)
	B.  Let Jesus shepherd us
1.  We try so hard to shepherd ourselves, and we need to more regularly stop and entrust ourselves and our cares to him and trust him to shepherd us in the midst of whatever we’re going through
		2.  Consider the two basic circumstances of Psalm 23
			a.  The good times (green pastures, still waters, paths of righteousness)	
- Gratitude is the way we stay close to our shepherd when we’re experiencing the blessings of life
			b.  The hard times (dark valleys, presence of enemies)
- Rather than trying to shepherd ourselves out of the hard times, we need to seek his presence and trust in his provision in the midst of the hard times.
