“Before Abraham Was, I am”

The Word
Read together John 8:31-59

The Big Idea
In the midst of the crowds challenging Jesus because of his unknown origin story, Jesus forces the crowds to consider their own origin and influences.  He challenges us all with the truth that, apart from him bringing us freedom, we remain under the influence of the evil one. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  On Sunday a perspective was given regarding who the offspring of the serpent (referenced in Genesis 3:15) actually are.  What did you make of that interpretation?  What questions does that raise for you? 

2.  Jesus tells us that Satan is the father of lies.  What lie of Satan are you most tempted and/or harassed by?  

3.  Imagine if Jesus showed up at Grace in 2026 in the same way he did in the 1st century.  How would we respond to him? What aspects of his life and teaching would be most disruptive?  Most inspiring?  

4.  At the end of Sunday’s message, we were encouraged to make room for Jesus’ word.  That means not simply creating time and space to take it in, but actually creating a hospitable space within our hearts to let his word do what it wants: convict, comfort, and rearrange.  How are you at making room for his word these days?  

Sermon Outline
I.  This is a conversation about origin stories
	A.   Consider Jesus’ “dubious” origin story
		1.  He is from Nazareth in Galilee (John 7:41-42)
		2.  He was born out of wedlock (see John 8:41)
	B.  Consider the origin story of this fallen world (Genesis 3)
		1.  The serpent was a liar and a murderer
a.  The lie:  “Don’t trust God, be God.  Choose autonomy. Decide for yourself what is good and evil.” 
b.  The murder:  they didn’t die at once, but they died spiritually and 	eventually died physically. 
		2.  God prophecies judgment on the serpent (Genesis 3:15)
a.  A descendant of Eve will eventually crush the serpent’s head (this is the first proclamation of the gospel of Jesus in the Bible)
b.  There will be enmity between the serpent’s descendants and the woman’s descendants
1). Might the serpents descendants be those human beings who follow in his ways and bear his likeness
2).  Consider the first two descendants: Cain and Abel.  Cain exhibits the murderous character of the serpent
3).  Consider Cain’s line and especially Lamech who exhibits a high-handed murderous character (Genesis 4:23-25)
				4).  Consider Seth’s righteous line that includes Enoch and Noah
3.  The Bad News (Ephesians 2:1-2): This world is now under the influence of the evil one and enslaved to sin.
4.  The Good News (1 John 3:18):  Jesus came to destroy the devil’s works and free us from sin.

II.  The Conversation with the Crowds
A.  Jesus offers freedom through his truth but that implies they are in slavery (v. 31-32)
1.  They take great pride in being Abraham’s descendants. (v. 33). They feel entitled to those blessings and live with great ethnic and cultural pride.  They would claim to live in freedom in the midst of various external oppressors (Egypt, Babylon, Rome)
2.  Jesus redefines slavery:  Slavery to an inner power:  SIN (v. 34-36
3.  Jesus acknowledges that they are Abraham’s physical descendants but they are not his children because they don’t walk in his ways
a.  Their prideful presumption is the very opposite of Abraham’s posture
b.  Abraham lived by faith, totally surrendered to God with no sense of entitlement, but simply relying on the faithfulness and power of God to fulfill his staggering promise
	B.  Who is their father?
		1.  First, they claim Abraham as their father (v. 39)
		2.  Then, they claim God as their father (v. 41)
		3.  Jesus exposes who their true father is:  Satan! (v. 44)
		a.  They are following in the ways of Satan.  
b.  They have bought into his lie:  Don’t trust God, be God.  Choose autonomy, control, pride, presumption.
		c.  They have his murderous character and are seeking to kill Jesus
	4.  Jesus reveals who his father is: God
		a.  He follows the way of God
		b.  He lives in total service to God and seeks no pride for himself but 			seeks to give glory to God (v. 49-50)
c.  His way of life exposes their pride and confronts their selfish sin
			d.  Jesus plays his trump card:  “Before Abraham was, I am” (v. 58)
		5.  They only have two options
			a.  Believe him and surrender their lives to him
		b.  Write him off as demon-possessed or crazy and try to do away with 			him. 

V.  CONCLUSION
A.  There are disturbing implications to this passage
1.  There are those who think they are part of the people of God but are actually under the influence of the evil one.
2.  If Jesus hadn’t come in their time, the crowds would have died thinking everything was right between them and God, but it clearly wasn’t.
		3.  What are the implications for us?
a.  What if Jesus stepped into our religious context and brought his life and teaching that confronted and disrupted our lives.  How would we respond? 
b.  It’s possible to have a veneer of religion but underneath still be under the influence of the evil one and his lies.  When that happens, the self remains at the center, we pursue self-righteousness and seek glory, wealth, and comfort for ourselves. 
	B.  Turning to Jesus
		1.  The good news is he brings freedom (v. 36)
2.  We have been rescued from the dominion of darkness and brought into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:12-13).  We receive this kingdom by faith.  And we live by faith like our father, Abraham.
3.  To escape the lies of the evil one, we need to live daily in Jesus’ words and truth
a.  “If you remain in my word” (v. 31)
b.  “You have no room for my word (v 27)
c.  We need to make room for Jesus’ word.   
		d.  We must allow his word to convict and confront us



 
Proverbs 3:5-7: SLIDE
Invite you into this week
