The Risen Jesus

The Word
Read together John 20:1-23

The Big Idea
The Risen Jesus brought a new peace, identity, and purpose to those first disciples, and he can bring those same realities into our lives today.

Questions for Discussion
1.  As we considered John’s Easter account on Sunday, was there anything about the risen Jesus that you experienced in a new or fresh way this year?   

2.  The world encourages us to find our identity in self-discovery, self-expression, and self-achievement.  Jesus offers us an identity rooted in being known, named, and loved by him.  Discuss these two foundations of identity.  What are the strengths and weaknesses of both? What are the costs and benefits of each? 

3.  Where do you most need to hear the risen Jesus speak his word “Peace” into your life at this time?  How would fully receiving his peace change how you’re living in that area? 

Sermon Outline
I.  The risen Jesus brings peace
	A.  The disciples in the upper room were experiencing so much fear
		1.  Fear for their own safety
		2.  Fear connected with the shame of having abandoned Jesus in his final hours
B.  Jesus speaks peace into their fears three time (v.19, 21, 26)
1.  This is peace on the other side of the cross
a.  His wounds and his words of peace affirm that “it is finished, their guilt is forgiven, their debt is paid, and they have peace with Jesus and his Father. 
b.  “I am returning to my father and your father” (v. 17)
		2.  This is peace on the other side of the grave
			a.   He had spoken peace to them before he died (16:33)
b.  But peace from the other side of the grave would be so much more powerful.
c.  The worst the authorities and this world could do to them was kill them, and yet he had conquered death.
	C.  The risen Jesus offers us peace today
		1.  We live in a world of fear, conflict and anxiety
2.  The risen Jesus can go where no one else can go and speak his peace into places within us that no one else can speak (notice how he passes right through locked doors to meet the disciples)
3.  Jesus is patient with our slowness to trust him (notice how a week later they are once again afraid behind locked doors and he simply speaks his word of peace again). 			

II.  The risen Jesus gives an Identity
A.  Mary Magdelene crying in the garden 	
	1.  Her life before Jesus was so dark: possessed by 7 demons (Lk 8:2)
		- Imagine the voices in her head and the loneliness she lived in
		- She probably lacked any grounded identity
2.  At some point Jesus’s voice spoke her name and freed her from her prison and brought her into his love and into a loving community.  He grounded her identity in his love and acceptance. 
3.  Now in the garden that voice that once spoke her name speaks it again, and she recognizes him in an instant
B.  The risen Jesus offers us an identity grounded in his love
	1.  We are living in an identity crisis in secular culture
		a.  One version: identity through self-discovery and self-expression
		b.  Another version: identity through achievement and accomplishment
		c.   Both versions leave people confused, exhausted, and lonely
		d.  There is an epidemic of loneliness
2.  Jesus offers us an identity that is grounded in the rock solid reality of his love, forgiveness, and salvation.  It’s an identity not dependent on our choices, and it’s an identity rooted in relationship.  
		3.  “Who I am?” is a less important question than “Whose I am?” 

III.  The Risen Jesus gives us a purpose
A.  The disciples must have been feeling purposeless
1.  After going all in with Jesus for the past 3 ½ years, all there hopes came crashing down in a day.
2.  They must have been wondering:  Where do we go from here?  What do we do with ourselves now? 
	B.  Jesus gives them a clear purpose
1.  The purpose is: sent by him to be his representatives and witnesses (v. 21)
2.  And Jesus gives them his Spirit to empower them for their purpose (v. 22)
	- Echoes of the creation story of God breathing life into Adam
3. There are parts of this purpose that were unique to those original disciples.  They were his eyewitness representatives in a unique way, and they carried his authority in a unique way (v. 23)
C.  In our own ways, we too our sent by Jesus into this world to represent him and reveal his love and truth.
1.  So many people experience purposelessness and aimlessness
	a.  The amount of options for career, spouse, etc. is paralyzing
	b.  There’s no larger story that is captivating people
2.  Jesus gives us a purpose that is so much larger than ourselves and that we can carry with us wherever we go. 

