“Father, Glorify Your Name”

The Word
Read together John 12:12-28

The Big Idea
Rather than meet the immediate messianic expectations of the people, Jesus chooses to offer himself like a seed to the glory of his Father to bear a deeper spiritual harvest for us all.  He invites us into the same life of surrender for the sake of God and others.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  This holy week we are taking time to simply behold Jesus and appreciate who he is.  How did John’s account of Palm Sunday and the words Jesus spoke there add to your appreciation of him? 

2.  “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mt 16:26). Sunday’s message distinguished between “self care” and “soul care.”  Talk about that distinction, and consider:  how well are you engaging in soul care these days?  

3. On Sunday we explored the way of costly sacrifice for Jesus and his kingdom not as a duty but a privilege and joy.  Is it realistic to expect ourselves to find such costly sacrifice to be a joy and privilege? When have you experienced costly sacrifice as a joy and privilege?  

4. As you reflect on your life, is there a need or opportunity God is calling you into right now?  If so, what would you have to die to or surrender in order to faithfully respond?  

Sermon Outline
I.  The triumphal entry (v. 12-19)
A.  This is the climax of a 3-year ministry as the coming king comes to Jerusalem on the great feast of Passover
B.  There is a nationalistic, patriotic fervor and excitement in the air.
C.  The people are hoping Jesus will lead a successful revolt against Rome and usher in a golden age of freedom for Israel. 

II.  Jesus’ words about himself
A.  The life of a seed (v. 24)
1.  A seed can try to stay alive, protect itself, keep itself safe in a jar somewhere, but if it does there will be no harvest
	2.  Or it can die and give itself to the ground and produce a huge harvest
B.  Jesus, the seed of God
1.  Jesus’ temptation would be to protect and preserve himself
a.  protect his physical safety, comfort, reputation, life, etc.
b.  but if he does that all these people will die in their sins
2.  Or he can “hate” his life and sacrifice himself and bring forgiveness and salvation to a harvest of people.
	C.  The two voices in Jesus’ troubled mind (v. 27-28)
1.  This is similar to his agonizing moment in prayer in Gethsemane 
		2.  “Save me from this hour” must have been a voice he heard in his humanity
3.  But “glorify your name” was the deeper voice of his life.   The cross would bring his Father so much glory and he lived for the Glory of God.
4.  He probably faced those two voices throughout his ministry, and he always chose the second voice. 
	D.  Jesus, for the joy set before him, endured the cross (Hb 12:2)
		That joy was 1) saving us and 2) glorifying his Father

III.  Jesus’ invitation to us (v. 25-26)
A.  He calls us to the life of a seed on the way to the cross; a life of surrender for the sake of others and to the glory of the Father
B.  We must “hate” our lives in this life (die to our need for comfort, safety, reputation, control, etc.) in order to do this 
	C.  This is a heavy and weighty call, but two perspectives help us here
		1.  He’s inviting us into what is best for our own souls (v. 25)
a.  Consider the cost of non-discipleship:  If we spend our lives trying to preserve our comfort, safety, reputation, etc. at the expense of him and his kingdom, we will actually lose our lives for eternity. 
b.  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mt 16:26)
c.  The world encourages “self care” but Jesus is calling us into true “soul care.” 
2.  He’s inviting us into the just the cost of following him, but the privilege of following him
a.  As we grow in seeing his heart for us, giving ourselves away to his kingdom become not just a burden and cost but a joy and privilege
b.  All week long we are given every day moments to choose to serve others and seek to glorify God that will cost us in big and small ways, but there is a joy and privilege in that journey.
c.  So there’s a change in our perspective from “I have to” to “I get to”
D.  Every day we are faced with those two voices:  “Save me from this hour” and “Glorify your name” 
		

