Jesus and His Father

The Word
Read together John 5:1-30

The Big Idea
Jesus is the Son of God who perfectly surrenders and obeys his heavenly father, and because of that the Father has entrusted life and judgment to his perfectly obedient Son.  One day we will all stand before the Son and give an account of our lives.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  Read v. 19-20, and discuss the statement made on Sunday:  “Jesus was actually the most dependent person who ever lived.”  

2.  On Sunday we were encouraged to actively imagine our future moment of standing before Jesus the Judge according to v. 28-29.  How often does that moment shape the way you live your daily life?  Is it realistic or even healthy to let that moment shape our daily decisions?  

3.  The Pharisees represented a way of pursuing religion that took them far away from the heart of Jesus (= to love God and love neighbor).  As you consider your own pursuit of Christianity and specific faith practices, do you find it drawing you into deeper love of God and others these days?  If not, how might you change your approach to facilitate that journey?  

4.  On Sunday we considered Jesus asking us the question, “Do you want to get well?” and we were encouraged to come to him with our wounds.  What issues or questions does that question raise for you?  

Sermon Outline
I.  The Healing
	A.  This man’s life represents profound need and pain
	B.  This man is hoping in a superstitious strategy that isn’t working for him
	C.  In an instant the compassion and power of Jesus changes this man’s life

II.  The Controversy: Breaking Sabbath?
A.  Jesus doesn’t break Sabbath as God intended, but he breaks the additional rules they’ve built around the Sabbath.
	B.  The importance of the Sabbath
		1.  One of the 10 commandments grounded in creation
2.  One of the key practices that protects Jews from compromise with the surrounding paganism
		3.  One of the main reasons the Jews were exiled is their violation of Sabbath
	C.  Two questions being asked about Sabbath
		1.  What constitutes work on Sabbath?
	2.  Does God work on the Sabbath? (answer: yes)
		a.  Babies are born on Sabbath and only God gives life
		b.  People die on Sabbath and only God executes judgment

III.  Jesus’ response to the controversy
A.  My dad works on the Sabbath, so I do too (v. 17)
1.  This brings the charge of blasphemy: claiming equality with God
2.  The original sin was humanity’s attempt to “be like God” through autonomy and independence
B.  Jesus is claiming a unity with the Father based on complete dependence, not autonomy (v. 19-20)
		1.  He draws on 1st century apprenticeship
		2.  Like a father-son apprentice, Jesus watches his father and copies everything
3.  Jesus was the most dependent person who ever lived.
4.  Because of his total surrender and obedience, the Father is pleased to entrust all things to him, since he will be a perfect conduit of the Father’s will and work. 
	C.  The Father has entrusted all to the son
		1.  He’s entrusted life (v. 21, 26)
		2.  He’s entrusted judgment (v. 22, 27, 30)
		3.  All will stand before the son one day (v. 25, 28-29)
		4.  These are the kind of words that got Jesus killed!

IV.  Consider the role of Jesus in our lives
	A.  One day we will all stand before him
		1.  We will either here:  “enter the kingdom” or “depart from me”
		2.  That is the most important moment of our lives. 
3.  How do we contend with Jesus now because then it will be too late.  We must put our trust in him, in his death on the cross for our forgiveness, and entrust our lives to him.
	B.  Ask ourselves: Am I truly coming to Jesus with my brokenness?
		1.  We have sin and we have wounds that we are to bring to him in faith
	2.  Interesting to consider his question to the invalid:  “Do you want to get 	well?”
a.  Are we willing to abandon our man-made strategies and totally surrender to him in the midst of our brokenness and sin?  
b.  Or do we want to maintain control and keep pursuing our own strategies?
	C.  Ask ourselves:  Am I truly coming to Jesus with my Christianity?
a.  The Pharisees pursued a devoted religion that took then far away from the heart of Jesus (= love God and love neighbor)
b.  Consider Jesus’ words about them: “You diligently search the Scriptures thinking in them is life, yet you fail to come to me to have life” (v. 39-40)
“You don’t have the love of God in your hearts” (v. 42). “You seek glory from one another and but don’t seek the glory that comes from the only God” (v. 44)
c.  Inside each one of us there lurks a Pharisee that is tempted to pursue Christianity as a way of self-improvement, self-justification, or applause from others.
d.  As I read my Bible, am I just reading a book and learning ideas and principles or am I actually coming to Jesus and worshiping him?
e.  As I engage my small group, am I just getting good principles to improve my life, or am I learning to love the members of my group?


