Between Cana and Capernaum

The Word
Read together John 4:43-54

The Big Idea
Jesus places a royal official in a situation where he is required to take Jesus at his word and obey before he is able to see the outcome of Jesus’ promise. In the midst of our desires for certain outcomes in life, biblical faith involves trusting in the guaranteed promises of God in Scripture and acting on them.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  Sunday’s message distinguished authentic faith (= taking God at his word) from a faith dependent on signs and wonders that lives by the principle “seeing is believing.”  Where do you see a “signs and wonders” faith present in the church today?  In yourself?  

2.  While Jesus cautions a faith that is dependent on signs and wonders, many people in the gospels, such as this royal official, are often rewarded for their bold faith.  “Daughter, your faith has healed you” (Mk 5:34).  “According to your faith will it be done to you” (Mt 9:29).  Alternatively, lack of faith can result in lack of miracles: “And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith” (Mt 13:58).  How would you counsel a person who feels like they never see God move in any significant ways?  

3.  There are many promises God makes to people in the Bible that don’t apply to us today (such as “your son will live” from this week’s passage).  How do we determine which promises in Scripture are applicable to our lives today?  

4.  Sunday’s message ended with the call to arm ourselves with the promises of God and put our trust in them.  Is there a particular promise from Scripture that you’ve been arming yourself with lately or that you need to arm yourself with? 

Sermon Outline
I.  Jesus and the royal official are approaching this encounter from a different vantage point
	A.  The royal official is coming from a place of desperation for a pressing need
	B.  Jesus is considering the crowds and the fickle nature of their response to him
		1.  Many had seen the signs in Jerusalem 
		2.  He returned to the location of his first sign in Cana
	3.  So there’s lots of buzz about his ministry, and people are eager to experience 	the spectacle of his ministry
	4.  But Jesus doesn’t trust this kind of follower (See Jn 2:23-25)

II.  A signs-and-wonders faith
A.  Many in the crowds had a faith was dependent on continuous signs and wonders
B.  They lived by the principle: “seeing is believing.”  They required ongoing signs to stay engaged.
	C.  Israel struggled with this in the wilderness
1.  Even after many miracles, they were constantly distrustful of God unless he continued to show up in spectacular ways
2.  They “put God to the test (Ex 17:2).”  They thought they were in a position to dictate terms with God: “if you do this, then we’ll believe”
D.  This is the temptation Satan laid before Jesus at the top of the temple
1.  Don’t trust in God’s word: “You are my beloved son.”
2.  Test him, require a sign (saving you from the jump), seeing is believing
E.  Where do we see this kind of signs-and-wonders faith today?
1.  Many people need God to grant a particular circumstantial outcome in order to trust him (healing, a job, a partner, etc.) and they lose their faith in God’s faithfulness when life doesn’t go the way they’d hoped
2.  Many people need God to provide a certain type of emotional, spiritual experience, and if that is absent, they can lose faith in his faithfulness.
F.  There’s nothing wrong with asking for these signs and wonders 
	1.  We are regularly encouraged to ask, seek, knock 
2.  Many in the gospels who go boldly to Jesus asking for things get what they 	asked for
	G.  The danger is a faith that is dependent on signs and wonders

III.  Jesus leads this man to authentic faith
A.  He refuses the man’s request to come with him and instead only gives him his word: “Your son will live.”
B.  Genuine faith:  “Taking God at his word” and obeying
	1.  Not seeing is believing but hearing is believing
2.  This is the faith of Abraham:  “Abraham believed God” when he said “so shall your offspring be” even before he could see his offspring. (Gen 15)
3.  This is the faith of Jesus at the temple temptation:  “I don’t need to jump.  God told me he loves me, and that’s enough for me.” 
C.  Between Cana and Capernaum
1.  This man must have felt vulnerable on the overnight journey back home with nothing to cling to but the word of Jesus: “your son will live.”
		2.  He came home to find that Jesus was faithful to his word. 

IV.  Conclusion
A.  Our lives exist “between Cana and Capernaum.” 
B.  Sometimes all we have are the promises of God, so we cling to them, even before we are able to see their fulfilment.
C.  Sometimes we see signs and wonders, and sometimes we don’t, but we can count on the promises of God given to us in Scripture through any circumstance
D.  We need to arm ourselves with the promises of God
	1.  Promises to combat sin and temptation (Hb 13:5, Mt 5:8)
2.  Promise to combat guilt and shame (Ro 8:1, Ro 8:33-34)
3.  Promises to combat fear and anxiety (Isaiah 43:1-3, Rev 1:17-18)
