The Father is Seeking Worshipers

The Word
Read together John 4:16-26

The Big Idea
God is seeking people who worship him from the core of their being and worship him in the full truth of who he is.  Through his death and resurrection, Jesus has opened up a way of coming to the throne of grace in confidence and worship before our God. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  Consider the definition of worship given at the end of Sunday’s message:  “Bowing all of who we are before all of who God is.”  How does that sit with your previous understanding of worship, and how does that impact your perspective moving forward? 

2.  Consider the call to worship God in spirit.  What would you say to the person who says, “I feel like I’m just going through the motions on Sunday mornings and in my quiet times with God.”  How would you advise them?  

3.  Consider the call to worship God in truth.  Where do you see people worshiping a god of their own making even within the church?  Where have you been confronted with worshiping a god that you have constructed who is different from the living God as revealed in Scripture?  

4.  What are the biggest obstacles to true worship for you during our Sunday morning services?  Considering this idea that God is seeking worshipers, what steps can you take, if any, to move towards becoming a more genuine worshiper on Sunday mornings?   

Prayer Prompt
Father, fill us with your Spirit afresh that we might truly treasure you in our hearts above all else, that we might surrender our lives as sacrifices of praise, and that we might know you in deeper and truer ways. 

Sermon Outline
I.  God is seeking worshipers (v. 23)
A.  We think of “seekers” as human beings who are searching, but God is the true seeker (see Psalm 33:15-17 and 53:2)
B.  There are certain things we may be seeking on a Sunday morning (conversations with friends, good teaching, childcare, etc.), but we need to remember God is seeking worshipers. 
	C.  God is seeking “true” worshipers (v. 23)
		1.  True as in “genuine” and “authentic” as opposed to counterfeit or phony.
		2.  True worship is defined as worship in spirit and truth

II.  Worship In Spirit
	A.  Translation issue:  “spirit” vs. “Spirit”
B.  Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well
1.  They have a conversation about the proper “Place” of worship:  Jerusalem or Mt. Gerazim
		2.  In the old covenant God instituted a place of worship: tabernacle/temple
			a.  God’s presence was there
			b.  God’s priests were there
			c.  God’s sacrifices were offered there
3.  But with the coming of Jesus, a new covenant is on its way where Jesus fulfills the temple
			a.  He is the presence of God among us
			b.  He is the priest who serves as our mediator
			c.  He is the sacrifice offered once for all
4.  So in response to a conversation about “Place” Jesus is telling her that in light of the new covenant the new place where worship happens is in our spirit (that place deep down in our core and very center of our being)
5.  God is spirit (immaterial being) v. 24, so we should worship him in our spirit (that immaterial deep down core of our being)
		6.  So true worship is worship in our spirit
C.  This contrasts with fake worship which is purely external, going through the motions	
1.  “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me (Mt 15:8-9)
2.   Business owners practicing the externals of Sabbath but spending the Sabbath thinking about how they can rip people off at work the next day (Amos 8:5-6)
3.  Pharisees tithing, praying, fasting not for God but to gain the praise of men (Mt 6) 
		4.  Fake worship says as long as the externals are in place, God is pleased.  
	D.  How do we create worship in our spirit?
		1.  We can’t.  We need the Spirit of God to work afresh in our spirit (Jn 3:5-6)
2.  We can keep doing the external works of worship and pray for revival from within.

III.  Worship in Truth
	A.  Genuine, heart felt, passion is not enough: it must be grounded in truth
B.  Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well
1.  While being loving, he does not compromise the truth.  
2.  Salvation is from the Jews and the Samaritan religion had been corrupted
3.  All roads don’t lead to the same place.  But God is inviting all people to him, but that requires we know him as he actually is, with his history and attributes
	C.  It’s easy to worship a god of our own making
		1.  We remake him in our own image
2.  We take our cues about God from the values and sensibilities from our culture rather than from his own self-revelation in Scripture (see 2 Tim 4:3)
3.  We create a God that is more palatable and one-dimensional, but the God we create is never as interesting and wild as the God revealed in Scripture.
	D.  We need to worship him in the full truth of who he is (and who we are)
Paul constantly prays that his churches would come to a deeper and more personal understanding of who God is (Phil 1:9 and Eph 1:17-18)

IV.  Conclusion
	A.  Worship is bowing all of who we are before all of who God is
B.  God is not only seeking worshipers.  He is creating worshipers from all over the world and often from the most unlikely people (like the woman at the well)



