Vainglory

The Word
Read together Matthew 6:1-6

The Big Idea
Vainglory, like so many other sins, involves pursuing something good in the wrong way and from the wrong source.  Jesus calls us to pursue the reward that comes from the Father alone.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  How would you reconcile Jesus words about hiding your acts of righteousness from others in our passage with his call to “let your light shine before people that they may see your good deeds” just one chapter earlier in Matthew 5:16?

2.  How/where do you experience vainglory in your own life?   And where (as stated on Sunday) have you seen the sin of vainglory lead to other harmful sins or pains in your life? 

3.  Consider Jesus’ invitation to pursue secrecy and to seek only the Father’s reward in your spiritual life.  Discuss your experience in trying to live that out.  Where have you been challenged?  Where have you found freedom?

4.  On Sunday gratitude was put forward a specific practice that can help protect us from vainglory.  Discuss the relationship between gratitude and vainglory.  

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
	A.  Lent is a season of personal “truing.”  A season of realignment.
B.  It’s a season where we open our heart to God to expose any sins/”passions” that have bent our souls
		1.  It’s helpful to look beneath the sin/passion to the need that is driving it
2.  The best the enemies of God can do is to divert the route by which we seek to meet our very human needs instead of that which takes us to God's provisions for us.
3.  We then need to let God minister to us in that place of need. 

II.  Vainglory
A.  Vainglory in Jesus’ examples describes someone who is putting their faith on display to be seen and praised by others, for the sake of their own glory. What makes the passion of vainglory tricky is that a glorious display of our faith is sometimes encouraged (see Mt 5:16 or 2 Cor 3:18)
B.  Evagrius called Vainglory “that invisible, underwater rock that gashes the boat from below and destroys the cargo it carries. “
C.  Vainglory can be especially tempting for those who speak, teach, and lead
D.  In this digital age we are especially challenged because our selves are always on display.  
E.  Vainglory is good thing gone wrong
1.  Giving glory to things is a basic human experience “Glory breaks out when people notice something good and recognize its attractiveness or desirability, and then typically express approval and praise.” - Rebecca DeYoung
2.  We acknowledge glory all the time in our daily lives (an athletic performance, a good meal, etc.), and it is right and good to do so and even to acknowledge this glory in each other.
		3.  The problem comes when this good thing grows into an inordinate craving
Vainglory is a capital sin in that it can lead to other passions and pain.
F. Vainglory is a capital sin because it can lead to other passions and pain (envy, competition, bullying, addiction)
G.  The need beneath the passion of vainglory 
1.  We inherently know of our vulnerability, contingency, and insecurity, so the passion for a display of our superiority, for favorable comparisons with others takes hold.  
2.  This was the problem in the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector (Luke 18:9-13)

III.  Jesus’ admonition in Matthew 6
A.  Jesus encourages the discipline of secrecy to protect us from vainglory: Pray, give, fast in secret.
B.  Jesus invites us to consider the reward that awaits us from our Father if we do that.  He doesn’t specific the reward.  Could it be discovering that his love is enough?  Could it be a freedom from having to let every good deed see the light of day? 
C.  Another practice we might undertake to keep our normal human desire for glory from becoming a passion is the practice of gratitude.
1.  The passion of vainglory is to refuse the knowledge, and the humility that comes with it, that we are dependent on God for every good thing in our life. 
2.  Freedom from vainglory does not come with artificially making ourselves less than we are, but in knowing that God who is not us is somehow living through us. 
