A Spring of Water Welling Up

The Word
Read together John 4:1-42

The Big Idea
Jesus crosses every barrier imaginable to bring the living water of his grace and presence into a Samaritan woman’s life in her greatest place of pain and thirst.  Her testimony of Jesus’ living water in her place of pain becomes a powerful testimony and source of other’s experiencing Jesus’ living water.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  The way Jesus crosses so many barriers (ethnic, gender, religious, historical, etc.) to love this woman is convicting and inspiring.  Are there any people in your life right now that God may be calling you to love that would require some barrier crossing? 

2.  If you are willing to share it, what would be your own version of “Go call your husband” in this season of life?  Where is that place of thirst/ache/pain in which you long for his living water but may also be afraid to ask for it for whatever reason?  What would happen if his living water actually met you in THAT place?  What might change for you? 

3.  On Sunday the statement was made that many Christians live dis-integrated lives.  They believe the good news in the abstract, but Jesus’ living water never really flows down into the actual details of their actual lives.  Where have you seen that?  How do we begin to live more integrated lives? 

4.  It was the Samaritan woman’s story of Jesus’ living water in her place of brokenness that became a powerful testimony to her village.  As was stated on Sunday: “Every disability conceals a vocation.  Sometimes the very things in our lives we want to close off and keep hidden are the very things God wants to use to bring healing to others.”  Where have you experienced this reality in your own life or someone else’s life that would be an encouragement for your small group to hear? 

Prayer Prompt
Lord Jesus, may we experience the living water of your grace, forgiveness, presence, and healing in a fresh way in this season of life, especially in those places of pain, ache, and thirst.  And may you use our redeemed wounds in ways that become a source of healing for others.  

Sermon Outline
I.  This Samaritan woman is thirsty
A.  Her daily trip to the well is a perfect metaphor for her life
1.  She has experienced so much loss, brokenness, shame, and social stigma
2.  She is thirsty for love, acceptance, healing, and has sought that in men
	B.  She perfectly embodies the human condition
1.  Jeremiah 2:13:  Rather than satisfy our thirst in God, the spring of water, we seek to dig our own cisterns that can hold water
2.  We seek satisfaction in romance, success, achievement, wealth, politics, beauty, health, knowledge, etc. 
	C.  She’s about to meet the man she’s been seeking her whole life
		1.  Wells are a motif in Scripture:  spouses meet at wells
	2.  Isaac and Rebekah (Gen 24), Jacob and Rachel (Gen 29), Moses and Zipporah 	(Ex 2)

II.  Jesus brings his living water to her
	A.  He crosses so many boundaries to encounter her (ethnic, gender, historic, moral) 
		1.  Both she and his disciples are utterly surprised by what he’s doing (v. 9, 27)
2.  His life confronts our safe lives of “birds of a feather” and should inspire us to cross boundaries to bring God’s love to others.
B.  His central message is in verse 10 and it’s about 1) the gift of God and 2) the one who is speaking to her
1.  In terms of the one who is speaking to her, her understanding of who Jesus is evolves over the conversation: from thirsty traveler, to prophet, to Messiah
		2.  In terms of the gift of God:  it is Living Water (see also v. 13-14
a.  An internal reality that refreshes, heals, restores, satisfies deepest thirsts
				This is the Gift God wants to give thirsty human beings
				Through his Son, the Messiah
			b.  This will later be identified with the Holy Spirit (Jn 7:37-39)	
	C.  Jesus exposes her deep need/thirst and brings his living water there (v. 16-18)
1.  He wants to bring his living water to her place of pain.  He doesn’t want it to remain abstract or theoretical. 
2.  Can you imagine if that were you:  what would be the thing Jesus might bring up in your life right now that is the place of pain and thirst? 
3.  Many churchgoers live very disintegrated lives.  They understand the gospel in the abstract, but that good news isn’t connected to their actual lives.  So this living water never really touches their dark places of sin or relational brokenness or resentments, etc. 
	D.  She becomes a well of water for the whole village
		1.  She leaves behind her water jug—she has now found the Living Water!
		2.  Her living water bubbles over into the whole village
3.  It is her story of his love in the place of her wounds (“come meet a man who told me everything I ever did”) that becomes a powerful testimony for the village.
4.  Jesus often uses our very wounds as the source of healing and encouragement for others
			1) See 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
2) Henri Nouwen: We are “Wounded healers” 				3) C.S. Lewis: “Every disability conceals a vocation” 
5.  Sometimes the very things in our lives we want to close off and keep hidden are the very things God wants to use to bring healing to others. 
