Run with Perseverance

The Word
Read together Hebrews 12:1-13

The Big Idea
Like runners in a marathon, we are called to run with perseverance the race marked out for us, keeping our eyes on the finish line of eternity.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  Looking back on this series on eternity, what image or idea will be your main takeaway?  

2.  On Sunday we talked about throwing off “everything that hinders” including things that aren’t necessarily sin but our hindrances to the central goal of running the race of faith.  Is there anything in your life right now you are feeling called to cast off or at least change your relationship to in light of this?  

3.  Who is someone (other than Jesus) who has most inspired you when it comes to living with an eternal perspective in mind?  This could be a saint from Scripture, a faithful believer of the past, or someone you’ve known personally. What specifically about their example inspires you to live differently?  

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  Consider how Gandalf’s vision of life after death inspires Merri with hope and courage for the battle
B.  In an increasingly hopeless culture, we are called to be refreshingly hopeful people

II.  Passage summary
	A.  The central image:  life is a marathon
	B.  The central call:  run with perseverance (v. 1)
	C.  The central danger:  growing weary and losing heart (v. 3)
D.  If we adopt the mindset of a runner in a marathon, it clarifies how to approach many things in life

III.  The obstacles we face in this marathon
	A.  The sin that so easily entangles (v. 1)
1.  Imagine a runner with a long flowing robe that keeps getting tangled and tripped up by it
2.  Sin is sticky and it entangles us and can cause us to fall short of the finish line (see 1 Peter 2:11 and 1 Timothy 1:18-19)
3.  If we think that life is a party and this world is my home, we’ll be tempted to tolerate and even coddle sin, but when we remember that life is a marathon, we will throw it aside
	B.  Everything that hinders us (v. 1)
1.  There are many things in our lives that aren’t necessarily sinful but may still be unnecessary weights and hindrances to running this race faithfully.
2.  Consider certain possessions, pursuits, hobbies, practices that unnecessarily weigh us down in this race of faith
3.  Here’s the litmus test: Can I honestly say this activity/possession/etc draws me closer to Jesus, helps me run race, or is more of a distraction and unnecessary weight?
C.  Hardship and the mindset we bring to it (v. 4-13) 
1.  We are called to “endure hardship as discipline” from a loving father (v. 7)
a.  By discipline, he doesn’t mean punitive punishment for things done wrong but rather “training” through pain to grow us
			b.  We are encouraged to see God as a loving father through it all
		2.  God’s design is for “our good” to “share in his holiness” (v. 10
		3.  The outcome is a “harvest of righteousness and peace” (v. 11)
4.  Suffering in and of itself doesn’t necessarily produce these things.  It’s the lens we bring to it
a.  If we expect life to be easy, we will bring a victim mentality to hardship
			b.  All great runners/athletes bring a growth mentality to hardship
c.  Scripture gives us plenty of room to grieve and lament, but it also calls us to adopt this training lens for our sanctification.
5.  The culture often invites us to embrace sin and throw-off hardship.  Jesus calls us to embrace hardship and throw-off sin.

IV. The inspirations we are to set before us
	A.  The cloud of witnesses (v. 1)
1.  Hebrews 11 introduces us to the great men and women of faith in Scripture
2.  We need to reflect on their lives and let their faith-filled lives based on their eternal hope inspire us towards the same kind of lives
3.  It’s so easy to get caught up in the outcomes in this life and to assume that faithfulness to God will be rewarded with positive outcomes, but their lives remind us that ultimately our reward is eternal life.
B.  Jesus himself (v. 2-3)
		1.  It was “for the joy set before him” that he endured so faithfully
2.  Consider John 17:24 and Jesus’ deep desire to be with us in eternity to experience him in all his glory
3.  It was future joy (not just grit and determination) that got him through
