God’s People Glorified

The Word
Read together Revelation 21:9-21

The Big Idea
Eternity will involve having our moral character conformed to that of Jesus’ and being objects of God’s delight and joy.  We can approach our shortcomings and challenges today in light of what we will one day be, and we can treat other imperfect believers with a view towards what they will one day become.

Questions for Discussion
1.  Consider the idea that many of the images of Revelation are not to be taken with complete literalness but are rather intended to spark our imagination for realities beyond the images themselves.  How does that sit with you and what questions does that raise for you?

2.  What specific aspect of your moral transformation are you most looking forward to in eternity?  Or to put it another way, what aspect of your fallenness are you most looking forward to leaving behind? 

3.  As you consider the images of the beautiful bride and the holy city discussed on Sunday, what one idea is most resonating with you?

4.  How does viewing each other in light of who we will one day be impact how we engage each other now?  Consider that idea for one or two specific relationships in your life: what comes up for you in that regard? 

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  The images of eternity we’re given are just images.  We shouldn’t take them too woodenly but rather let them do their work on our imaginations.
B.  One of the core aspects of eternity is our moral transformation into perfection just like Jesus.  In this world, we feel the gap between who we are and who we ought to be.
		1.  “I am so distant from the hope of myself” – Mary Oliver
		2.  “I do not do what I want to do.  What a wretch am I.” – The Apostle Paul

II.  Two images of our transformation in Revelation 21
A.  Notice these two images blend and complement each other
1.  Paul hears about a bride (v. 9)
2.  But he sees a city (v. 10)
3.  The city is the bride. Both images are pictures of God’s people glorified. 
B.   The Beautiful Bride
		1.  This communicates our moral purity
a.  See Ephesians 5:25-27
b.  Our “holi-fication” takes place in two stages.  
1) At Jesus’ first coming, his death has made us holy in forgiving all our sins. Even though we are still sinners, we have an “alien righteousness” that is ours in Christ. 
2.  At Christ’s second coming, we will actually be made righteous just like Jesus as all our sin is eradicated inside and out. 
		2.  This image communicates God’s utter delight in us as his perfect bride
			a.  Revelation 21:2: “a bride dressed beautifully for her husband”
			b.  Ephesians 1:4: “holy and blameless in his sight”
			c.  Consider a groom’s joy and delight in his bride on wedding day
d.  “To please God… to be a real ingredient in the divine happiness… to be loved by God, not merely pitied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father in a son- it seems impossible, a weight or burden of glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But so it is.” – C.S. Lewis
e.  In this life our relationship with God is often complicated because in our sin we often suspect he isn’t pleased with us but is annoyed, impatient, or disappointed, and it’s hard to move towards someone we think feels that way about us.  But in eternity his gaze will only be one of pride and delight. 
	C.  The Holy City
		1.  Again, this is not just a description of a place but of the people of God
		2.  Notice the names of tribes and people on its gates and foundations
3.  Notice its dimensions that perfectly describe the complete and perfected people of God (12,000 x 12,000 x 12,000 and 144 cubits)
		4.  The story starts in a garden but ends in a city
			a.  Adam and Eve were in a state of innocence and naivete 
b.  We don’t go back to that state but rather move forward to a state of maturity and fully formed character. 
c.  We have achieved our Telos:  they will be called oaks of righteousness (Isaiah 61:3)
5.  This is the fulfillment of God’s promise to conform us to the image of Jesus (Romans 8:29)
1.  Consider the qualities you most admire in Jesus
2.  You will have them

III. They will see his face and his name will be on their foreheads (22:4)
	A.  In Scripture no one can see the face of God and live
B.  But now his name is written on our foreheads (=his character is imprinted on us), and since we share in his divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) we can experience his full glory
C.  We become what we behold (see 1 John 3:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18)

IV.  How then shall we live?
A.  Commit wholeheartedly to the journey of growth and transformation and receive the challenges of this life as part of that journey (See 2 Corinthians 4:17 and Hebrews 12:10-11)
	B.  Love other believers with a view towards who they will one day become
“The weight of my neighbor’s glory should be laid daily on my back. It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare.  All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations.  There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal.
