﻿Be Holy as I Am Holy

The Word
Read together

The Big Idea
As children of God, we are called to imitate the holiness of our loving Father.  The pursuit of holiness takes both a posture of reverent seriousness and grateful joy.  

Questions for Discussion
1. When you consider the word holiness and the command to be holy, what gut response do you have to that word and that idea?  

2.  How does reflecting on the story of God’s relationship with Israel help us understand the dynamics involved in our own call to holiness? 

3.  On Sunday it was suggested that the church in America has grown too casual with sin and treats sacred things too lightly.  Where do you see that playing out in the church?  In your own life? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  According to Peter, pursuing holiness effectively involves a combination of reverent awe and grateful joy.  Why are both of those so important? 

Digging Deeper: Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  Peter’s perspective is that we are living “during the time of our exile/sojourn” (v. 17).  It’s that brief period between the new birth and eternal glory
B.  So any conversation about how to live well in this life has to take into account that perspective.

II.  Be holy as I am holy
	A.  The story of holiness:  God and Israel
1.  In Egypt, Israel experienced the oppression of slavery but also the allure of its idolatry
2.  God rescued Israel from its slavery and called it out of its idolatry to belong to him alone.  
3.  One of his central calls was “be holy as I am holy.”  In Levitucus 19, holiness is seen to involve all the nooks and crannies of daily life (family, work, sex, money, poor and needy, etc.)
4.  For Israel the journey with a holy God was both wonderful (grace, redemption, forgiveness, protection) and intense (the living God of the universe who is serious about holiness)
5.  Peter is drawing on this Old Testament story:  like Israel, God had rescued these believers from slavery to sin and he had also called them out of the idolatry of their former lives
	
B.  What holiness looks like
		1.  Holiness is being set apart from certain things
			a.  The desires/cravings of you had when you lived in ignorance (v. 14)
				-these are fleshly desires for sexy, substance, power, etc. 
		 	b.  The empty/futile way of life handed down by your ancestors (v. 18)
				- there are things that the world pursues that are ultimately empty
Wealth, physical beauty, image management, superficial 					pursuits
c.  Relational postures that are rooted in pride, insecurity, and vainglory (2:1)
d.  There is a way of life that belongs to Egypt/this world, and we are set apart from that.  
e.  In many ways the church in America has lost this call to holiness.  
We coddle sin, engage in the empty pursuits of the world, instead of breaking away from those things.  
	2.  Holiness is being set apart for certain things
		a.  In this passage Peter focuses on love (v. 22)
b.  God is love, and any imitation of God will involve this central pursuit of becoming loving people who give up selfish ambition, creature comforts, and empty pursuits in order to serve and care for others
	
C.  What it takes to pursue holiness
		1.  A serious wonder and awe
			a.  Be alert and sober (v. 13)
			b.  Live in reverent fear (v. 17)
c.  Be mindful of the sacredness of your redemption:  you were redeemed by the blood of the eternal son of God!
d.  Be mindful of the sacredness of your new birth: you were born again through the eternal word of God!
e.  Many Christians treat these sacred things very casually and even cynically, and that does not lead to a life of holiness
		2.  A grateful joy
a.  In 2:2-3 he invites us to be like newborn babies who crave pure spiritual milk.  Babies have a singular focus on their source of sustenance, and in that source they have everything they need. 
b.  Likewise we are to pursue the Lord with that singular focus
c.  We have already tasted that the Lord is good.  We’ve experienced his goodness and grace so many times, so we should let that gratitude keep us close to him.


