
 
 

   

5/9/21 – 4th-5th 

God’s Spirit Unifies – Part I 

Acts 8:1-8, 26-40 
 

Bibles 

Script 

Essentials 
Activities we require all classes to complete. You are welcome to complete them in whichever order 
you think best. We anticipate all essential activities will take approximately 20 minutes for younger kids 
and 30 minutes for older. Every week we will have the same four essential activities: 

• Bible Story 
• Bible Memorization 
• Catechism 
• Hymn 

 

Bible Story: God’s Spirit Unifies – Part I 

*Note: Please review the attached notes from The Bible Story Handbook before you arrive to class. Pay 
close attention to the section titled, “Mistakes to Avoid.” 

Supplies 
● Bibles 
● Yarn (3' per child) 
● Scissors 
● Investigate - TruStory 1st-6th Year 2 Summer Lesson 2 

Bible Passage: Acts 8:1-8, 26-40 

Storytelling Technique: Actions, Creating a Visual 

God's Spirit Unifies, Part 1 

Prepare Ahead 
Cut the yarn into three-foot pieces, one piece per child. 

https://app.disciplr.com/asset/5a86002978a9bf1054235fba
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.1-8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.26-40


 
 

Relate 

Have children sit in a circle. After Jesus died and rose from the dead, He told His disciples that they 
needed to go out (invite children to point away from themselves) and share His message with 
others. Have children cup their hands around their mouths and say, "Jesus saves!" Everyone needed to 
know the good news that Jesus came to die for our sins and restore our relationship with God! Jesus 
wanted His disciples to share His message with everyone—that because of Jesus, all of us are invited 
to know God. God's Spirit unifies us and makes all of us a part of His family! Lead the children in a 
Prayer of Release to pause, be still, and ask the Holy Spirit to quiet their hearts and minds. 

Jesus' disciples began to share the good news of salvation with everyone in Jerusalem. They told 
everyone that God's Spirit unifies. What does it mean that God's Spirit unifies? Invite kids to 
respond. When people are unified, it's like they're on a team together or all a part of the same family. 
When we accept Jesus' gift of salvation, we become a part of His family. Even though we're all 
different and like different things, we're unified because we have God's Spirit in us and we know that 
Jesus is the one true way to be with God forever. 

The disciples started to share this message in Jerusalem, where they lived. For a while, Jesus' message 
stayed only in Jerusalem. Invite one child to sit in the middle of the semicircle. Some of the people 
didn't like that the disciples were talking about Jesus. They didn't believe that Jesus is God's Son or 
that He is the only way. They began to treat the disciples and other followers of Jesus very badly. 
Because of this, some of the disciples had to leave Jerusalem and go to other towns. Give a piece of 
yarn to the child sitting in the middle. Invite another child to take the other end of the yarn and stretch 
it out as far as it goes. He should then sit down while both children hold on to their ends of the piece of 
yarn. 

Because the disciples had to leave Jerusalem, the message about Jesus began to spread farther. One 
of Jesus' followers was a man named Philip. He went to Samaria to tell the people there that Jesus is 
God! Read Acts 8:5-6 aloud. Who remembers who the Samaritans were? Invite responses. Great 
thoughts! The Samaritans were people who the Jews didn't like. They never got along and they 
weren't friends. But Philip knew that God's Spirit could even unify the Jews and Samaritans. Through 
the power of God's Spirit, Philip did many miracles, and many of the Samaritans believed in 
Jesus. Have another child join the two children already in the middle. Give the second child another 
piece of yarn and invite the new child to grab the other end, stretch it out, and sit down. 

God wanted to continue to use Philip to share the message of Jesus. An angel told Philip to walk along 
a road that led to a place called Gaza. While Philip was on the road, he met an important official from 
Ethiopia in Africa. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship God, and on his way home he was 
reading from the book of Isaiah in the Bible. Read Acts 8:29-30 aloud. Philip knew that God had 
invited everyone to know Him. His Spirit unifies. 

Bring a new child to the middle. Give the previous child a piece of yarn and invite the new child to take 
the other end stretch it out and sit down. The Ethiopian man asked Philip about a verse he was reading 
in Isaiah. The verse said, "He was led like a lamb to slaughter ... he was cut off from the land of the 
living" (Isaiah 53:7-8). The Ethiopian wondered if Isaiah was talking about himself or someone else. 
Philip knew that this verse was talking about Jesus—it was a prophecy about how Jesus would come 
to die for our sins. Read Acts 8:35 aloud. Philip told the Ethiopian man about Jesus. God's Spirit unifies,  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.29-30
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2053.7-8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.35


 
 

 

and because of this, everyone is invited to know Jesus and accept His gift of salvation. Add a child to 
the middle. Stretch a new piece of yarn between the last child and the new child. 

The Ethiopian man believed the good news about Jesus. When he saw some water, he asked Philip to 
baptize him right then and there to show he planned to follow Jesus. Read Acts 8:39 aloud. What an 
amazing miracle! Then God took Philip away to another place to keep sharing the message of Jesus. 
The Ethiopian went back home praising God, and he probably told others the good news about Jesus. 
The message that Jesus is God and that His Spirit unifies began to spread all over the world. Add a 
child to the middle. Stretch a new piece of yarn between the last child and the new child. If you have 
other children remaining, invite each of them to come do the same with a piece of yarn. 

Look around the circle! The message of Jesus started in Jerusalem (point to the child in the middle of 
the circle), but it began to spread everywhere (point around to each of the children). Although the 
message about Jesus began to spread all over the world, the family of God was still unified. They were 
connected through God's Spirit, just like we are today. It's amazing to know that believers in Jesus are 
united all over the world through God's Spirit. Share about a time when you connected with a believer 
from another area. 

Reflective Questions: 

● Have someone retell the story in their own words 
● Ask for other children to fill in additional details 
● Other good questions to consider: 

o Where did Philip go to share the message of Jesus? Acts 8:5 
o Whom did Philip meet on the road to Gaza? Acts 8:27 
o What book of the Bible was the Ethiopian man reading from? Acts 8:28 
o What does unify mean? 
o How does Jesus unify us? 

 

Memory Verse 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 

Catechism 

Toddlers: Question 14 in First Catechism 

4 Years – 1st Grade: Questions 14 in First Catechism 

2nd - 5th Grade: Question 14 in *The New City Catechism. Please use the shorter answer which is 
highlighted in red.  

*Note: 4th and 5th grade teachers should consider practicing the longer answer. All other classes should 
practice the shorter answer, which is highlighted.  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.39
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.27
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Acts%208.28


 
 

 

Hymn 

If you would like to use the speaker provided in the classroom, we recommend playing the following 
version from YouTube: Nothing but the Blood of Jesus– Anthem Lights 

What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain: 

Oh! precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

This is all my hope and peace, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

This is all my righteousness, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

 

For my pardon, this I see, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

For my cleansing this my plea, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Nothing can for sin atone, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

Naught of good that I have done, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



 
 

 

Non-Essentials 
Activities you may do with the kids, but they are not required. Consider your class and how they will 
respond best. Remember the key is to provide context for the kids to consider what they have learned 
through story, catechism, Bible memory and hymns and to provide opportunities for you to develop 
relationships with each child.  

 

Welcome Activity: Cross the Line    Supplies in Box/Cabinet 

Supplies 

● Masking tape 

Kids will step over a line on the floor if a statement applies to them. 

Set Up 

Use the masking tape to make a 15-foot line on the floor 

Relate 

CONNECT QUESTION: Welcome and greet children. Open your time by asking this question: What's one 
group (club, sports team, class, etc.) you belong to? 

It's fun to belong to a group and share something in common with others. Let's see what we share in 
common in our group. I'm going to read a statement, and if you agree with the statement or it applies to 
you, you can cross the line and see who else thinks the same thing. Invite children to stand behind the 
line together. 

● Cross the line if ... 
● You woke up feeling happy this morning. 
● You had a really good week. 
● You like to eat eggs for breakfast. 
● You like to draw. 
● You're feeling hungry right now. 
● You have a younger brother or sister. 
● You have a pet dog at home. 
● Your favorite subject in school is math. 
● You like to eat pizza. 
● You prefer to be indoors rather than outdoors. 
● You read your Bible this week. 
● You're excited to learn more about God today. 
● You love to play soccer. 

 



 
 

Response Activity: Prayers for Unity   Supplies in Box/Cabinet 

Supplies 

● Index cards (1 per child) 
● Hole punch 
● Yarn (6"-8" per child) 
● Pens 
● Tape 
● Optional: laminator 
● World Map - TruStory 1st-6th Year 2 Summer Lesson 2 

Children are invited to praise God for sending His Spirit to unify us and to respond by adding messages 
to a world map. 

Prepare Ahead 

Print a copy of the World Map. Optional: Laminate the map. Punch holes across the bottom of the map, 
making enough so that each child has a hole. Punch a hole in the corner of each index card. Then, hang 
the map in the classroom using tape. 

Relate 

God's Spirit unifies all believers in the world. Even though we come from different cultures and 
families, we're all members of the family of God. Why do you think God wants us all to be unified as 
believers? Invite answers. Those are good thoughts. 

Let's spend a few minutes thinking about what we might like to say to God or how we might like to 
praise Him for sending His Spirit to unify us. Pass out an index card and piece of yarn to each child and 
invite them to write the names or initials of people they're praying for to know Jesus. Have kids string a 
piece of yarn through the hole in their index cards and hang it from one of the holes in the map as a 
reminder to pray for God's Spirit to unify people from all over the world. 

 

Game: Pass the Banana 

Supplies 

● Banana (!) 

In this activity kids work together to pass a banana around the group using only their feet. 

Relate 

Invite children sit together in a circle, facing inward with their legs straight out. God's Spirit unifies us 
with other believers today. We're going to work together as a unified group to pass this banana 
around the circle with our feet. 

To begin, place the banana on a foot of a child. Then, he'll have to pass the banana to the child next to 
him using only his feet. The goal is to make the banana travel around the entire circle without dropping  

https://app.disciplr.com/asset/5a8600a478a9bf1054235fbc


 
 

 

it. If the banana falls, then children will have to start over. After the activity, discuss: What was the most 
difficult part of being unified? When was a time you agreed on something with a friend, such as what 
game to play together? How did that feel? Share with the children a time you saw two different groups 
of people coming together to accomplish something or to make a decision together. 

Songs 

Consider playing one or two children’s worship songs and singing together as a group. Songs are 
preloaded in iTunes on the iPads in each class. 


	Supplies
	Prepare Ahead
	Relate

