
 
 

 

5/9/21 – Toddler/PreK 

Jesus is Merciful 

Luke 17:11-19 
 

Bibles 

“The Man Who Said, “Thank You” in Read-Aloud Bible Stories 

 

Essentials 
Activities we require all classes to complete. You are welcome to complete them in whichever order 
you think best. We anticipate all essential activities will take approximately 20 minutes for younger kids 
and 30 minutes for older. Every week we will have the same four essential activities: 

• Bible Story 
• Bible Memorization 
• Catechism 
• Hymn 

 

Bible Story: Jesus is Merciful 

Jesus showed mercy in light of the Old Testament Levitical law which stated that all who suffered from 
leprosy or any infectious skin disease were considered unclean, and were to be isolated from the 
community. They were to wear torn clothes, keep their hair unkempt, cover the lower part of their face 
(by growing a beard or covering it with a hand), and cry out, "Unclean, unclean!" as a way to warn 
others and mark themselves as shunned (Leviticus 13:43-46). People were sent to live in a lazaretto, by 
themselves, or with other lepers. (Lazarettos are hospitals for people with infectious diseases, primarily 
leprosy.) 

Those in biblical times believed leprosy to be a personal plague rather than a disease. In Luke chapter 
17, the cry of the 10 lepers was not only a plea for physical healing, but also for social restoration. They 
had been ostracized because of the infectious nature of their illness, but also because of the belief that 
their sickness was the result of some devious sin they harbored. 

Out of love, Jesus responded to the men's cries for mercy and healed them. The Samaritan man 
returned to worship Jesus and glorify God. Because of his faith, he received spiritual cleansing and 
salvation—a complete restoration. 



 
 

 

God's mercy always flows out of His deep love and desire to be in relationship with us. In fact, the 
Hebrew word for mercy, hesed, means loving-kindness. In the Greek, mercy is eleeo, meaning to have 
pity or show compassion. Both words reflect the connection between God's love and His mercy. It was 
out of love that God took pity on us in our sins and died for us. In Romans 5:8 Paul says, "God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." Although our 
sins separate us from a holy God, God's mercy makes it possible for us to be in relationship with Him. 
Like the lepers, we once stood at a distance from Jesus, but through His mercy, we are now able to draw 
near and worship Him at His feet. 

Reflective Questions: 

● Have someone retell the story in their own words 
● Ask for other children to fill in additional details 
● Other good questions to consider: 

o I wonder … What would it feel like to be healed of an illness? 
o I wonder … Would I have gone back to thank Jesus? 
o I wonder … When has God shown mercy, love, and kindness to me? 

Memory Verse 

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. Ephesians 
1:4 

Catechism 

Toddlers: Question 14 in First Catechism 

4 Years – 1st Grade: Questions 14 in First Catechism 

2nd - 5th Grade: Question 14 in *The New City Catechism. Please use the shorter answer which is 
highlighted in red.  

*Note: 4th and 5th grade teachers should consider practicing the longer answer. All other classes should 
practice the shorter answer, which is highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Hymn 

If you would like to use the speaker provided in the classroom, we recommend playing the following 
version from YouTube: Nothing but the Blood of Jesus– Anthem Lights 

What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain: 

Oh! precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 

No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

This is all my hope and peace, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

This is all my righteousness, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

 

For my pardon, this I see, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

For my cleansing this my plea, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Nothing can for sin atone, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

Naught of good that I have done, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



 
 

Non-Essentials 
Activities you may do with the kids, but they are not required. Consider your class and how they will 
respond best. Remember the key is to provide context for the kids to consider what they have learned 
through story, catechism, Bible memory and hymns and to provide opportunities for you to develop 
relationships with each child.  

 

Welcome Activity: Roll on the Thanks  Supplies in Box/Room 

Supplies 

● Ball 
Relate 

Welcome children and invite them to sit down in a circle. Friends, I'm so glad to see you. I have a 
question for you. Have you said thank you to anyone today? Take a second and think-when was the last 
time you said thank you, and why did you say it? 

Give children a minute to think, but ask them to wait to share their answer aloud. Once everyone is 
ready, hold the ball while you share your answer about a recent time you said thank you. Share why you 
said it, and whom you said it to. Then, roll the ball to one of the children, and ask her to share about a 
time she has said thank you. For added interaction, ask the kids to say thank you to the person who 
rolled the ball to them. When everyone has had the ball and shared a story, transition to GATHER. 

Response Activity: Big Mercy, Big Thanks  Supplies in Box 

Supplies 

● Sticky notes (2 per child) 
● Markers or crayons 
● Poster board 

Set Up 

Fold your poster board in half so that it resembles a giant card. Use a marker to write "Thank You for 
Your Mercy" in big letters across the front of the card. 

Relate 

Have children take a seat in your activity area. Pass out the sticky notes and markers. Friends, Jesus is 
full of love and mercy for you and me. He wants us to know how much He cares for us, and He wants us 
to trust Him and worship Him with our whole lives. Let's pause to think and respond to God. How does 
God care for you? What do you want to tell God about how you feel about His love and mercy? Take 
some time to talk to God about anything that you want. How do you feel right now? Feel free to use one  

 



 
 

or all of your sticky notes to tell God what you're thinking today. Let's be like 
the one man who returned to Jesus to say thank You for His mercy and kindness to us. We'll add them to 
our giant card and make one big thank You card for God. 

Give children some time to pause to think and draw or write. Then, invite them to share what they want 
to tell God, or thank Him for, and add their notes to the card. You may also wish to tape your card to the 
wall where it can be seen for the weeks to come. Be sure to tape only the back section so the children 
can still open the front of the card and look at the notes on the inside. 

 

Game: Ten by Ten   No Supplies Needed 

Supplies 

Worship music (suggestions: "Everybody, Everywhere," TruWorship Sincerely Yours or "This Is the Day," 
TruWorship Your Love) 

Set Up 

Arrange your room so there's an area with plenty of open floor space to move around and play. Play the 
music during this time. 

Relate 

After your time of Prayers & Praises is finished, have the children gather together in the middle of your 
space. This is a time to have fun moving around! Friends, I love when we get to move around and play 
together. We heard the number 10 a lot in The Big God Story today, so we're going to have some more 
fun with the number 10. We're going to do 10 things, 10 times! 

Make sure each child has enough room to move around, and then lead the children through the 10 
different actions. Feel free to invite volunteers to help you as you go. Keep the music going the whole 
time and have fun! When you're finished, have the children sit down and rest for a few seconds to help 
them transition to RESPOND. 

1. Spin in a circle 10 times 
2. Take 10 steps back 
3. Take 10 steps forward 
4. Give 10 hugs to yourself 
5. Do 10 jumping jacks 
6. Touch your toes 10 times 
7. Give 10 high fives 
8. Say "Jesus loves me" 10 times 
9. Stand up and sit down 10 times 
10. Free dance for 10 seconds 

Songs 

Consider playing one or two children’s worship songs and singing together as a group. Songs are 
preloaded in iTunes on the iPads in each class 


