
 
 

   

4/11/21 – Toddler/PreK 

God Knows What We Need 

Mark 2:1-12 
 

Bibles 

“A Hole in the Roof” in The Beginner’s Bible 

 

Essentials 
Activities we require all classes to complete. You are welcome to complete them in whichever order 
you think best. We anticipate all essential activities will take approximately 20 minutes for younger kids 
and 30 minutes for older. Every week we will have the same four essential activities: 

• Bible Story 
• Bible Memorization 
• Catechism 
• Hymn 

 

Bible Story: God Knows What We Need 

God knows what we need more than we do. In the second chapter of Mark, news traveled quickly about 
the arrival of Jesus and the people gathered to see Him. Jesus began to teach God's Word. Hearing of His 
arrival, a group of men brought their paralyzed friend to be healed by Him. Jewish doctrine taught that 
sickness and sin were interconnected. There is no tangible way to prove or show that sin has indeed 
been removed. 

However, Jesus proved His authority and ability to forgive sins when He said the words, "Your sins are 
forgiven." Immediately after speaking these words to the paralytic man, Jesus told him to get up and 
walk. This action confirmed the deity of Jesus by giving physical proof that He was—and is—able to 
forgive sins and heal the physical body. 

Only God has the power to forgive someone's sin. Any other claiming to have the ability to forgive sin is 
considered blasphemous (to claim attributes of God while not being deity). The Jewish people believed 
that even the Messiah wouldn't have the authority to forgive the sins of man. The Messiah was believed 
to be a man who would rescue them from the rule and oppression of foreign governments, but he 
wasn't expected to be incarnate (God in flesh). What the people didn't understand was that Jesus is the 
Son of God and has the authority to forgive sins—He still is and still does. The most serious accusation  



 
 

 

later brought against Jesus during His trial was that of blasphemy. The punishment for blasphemy was 
death—ironic considering Jesus' death provided the ultimate pardoning of our sins. 

Reflective Questions: 

● Have someone retell the story in their own words 
● Ask for other children to fill in additional details 
● Other good questions to consider: 

o I wonder ... What would it be like to see Jesus heal someone? 
o I wonder ... What did the man do after Jesus healed him? 
o I wonder ... What do I need today? 

 

Memory Verse 

Show me your ways, Lord, 

    teach me your paths. Psalm 25:4 

 

Catechism 

Toddlers: Question 11 in First Catechism 

4 Years – 1st Grade: Questions 11 in First Catechism 

2nd - 5th Grade: Question 11 in *The New City Catechism. Please use the shorter answer which is 
highlighted in red.  

*Note: 4th and 5th grade teachers should consider practicing the longer answer. All other classes should 
practice the shorter answer, which is highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Hymn 

If you would like to use the speaker provided in the classroom, we recommend playing the following 
version from YouTube: His Mercy is More – Shane and Shane (Live) 

His Mercy is More 

VERSE 1 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done 

Omniscient, all knowing, he counts not their sum 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

 

VERSE 2 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam 

What father, so tender, is calling us home 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

 

VERSE 3 

What riches of kindness he lavished on us 

His blood was the payment, his life was the cost 

We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

 

CHORUS 

Praise the Lord 

His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

 



 
 

 

Non-Essentials 
Activities you may do with the kids, but they are not required. Consider your class and how they will 
respond best. Remember the key is to provide context for the kids to consider what they have learned 
through story, catechism, Bible memory and hymns and to provide opportunities for you to develop 
relationships with each child.  

 

Welcome Activity: Feeling Faces  Supplies in Box 

Supplies 

● Feeling Faces Template 
 

Prepare Ahead 
● Print one copy of each of the Feeling Faces. 

Relate 

Greet children and invite them to come and sit in a circle. Place the Feeling Faces on the floor, image-
side up for the children to see. Invite each child to say her name and choose a Feeling Face based on 
how she's feeling today. As each child holds up the picture she chose, thank her for sharing with the 
group. (If the kids offer any additional information on their own, you can allow them to briefly share 
further about their feelings.) Then, she can return the picture to the floor for the next child to take a 
turn. When the children finish, thank them again for sharing. God knows how we feel, and He loves to 
talk with us about our feelings too. 

 

Response Activity: God Knows  Supplies in Box for PK only 

Supplies 

● Paper (1 sheet per child, various colors) 
● Envelopes (1 per child) 
● Crayons 

Relate 

Ask children to join you at the table. In today's portion of The Big God Story, Jesus knew the paralyzed 
man needed both his body healed and his sins forgiven. When Jesus healed his legs and forgave his sins, 
the man was changed forever! God loves us and knows what we need too. 

 



 
 

Close your eyes for a moment. We know that God is always with us. But imagine 
Jesus lovingly looking at you right now … seeing you … and knowing your needs. What do you want to 
say to Jesus today? Allow for a moment of silence. Leave quiet space for the children to think about the 
fact that only God knows everything they need. Then, pass out the paper, envelopes, and crayons. Draw 
a picture or write words to tell Jesus what you're thinking right now. When you're finished, you can put 
your note in the envelope, seal it, and decorate the envelope. Collect the envelopes after saying a brief 
prayer over them: Thank You, Lord, for knowing what we need. Amen. 

 

Game: Teamwork  Parachute in Room 2 

Supplies 

● Blanket (large) 
● Ball 
● Optional: parachute 

Set Up 

Place blanket flat on the floor. 

Relate 

Invite children to hop over to the blanket. In today's portion of The Big God Story, a group of men 
worked together to help their friend. We're going to work together right now! Encourage everyone to 
hold the blanket's edge, and then place the ball in the center. We're going to move in a circle and work 
together to keep the ball on the blanket. I'll give a command, and you'll need to listen carefully and work 
together to follow the command. After a few turns, I'll choose one of you to be the next leader. Give 
various commands such as walk slowly, walk quickly, skip, hop on one foot, march, and so on. Choose a 
new leader. Repeat as time allows. 

 

Songs 

Consider playing one or two children’s worship songs and singing together as a group. Songs are 
preloaded in iTunes on the iPads in each class 


