The Parable of the Bags of Gold

The Word
Read together Matthew 25:14-30

The Big Idea
Jesus generously entrusts us with many resources (both physical and spiritual), and he wants us to invest his resources in ways that expand his kingdom, so that when he returns his kingdom has grown because of our lives.

Questions for Discussion
1.  To what extent do you think it's possible or even desirable to live with a constant awareness that everything you have actually belongs to God?

2.  Where in the past year have you seen someone using what God has given them to glorify him and further his kingdom in a faithful way?

3.  As you consider your life right now, where is there an untapped opportunity to use what God has given you (resources, possessions, gifts, etc.) to make an impact for God's kingdom?

Digging Deeper:  Sermon Outline
I.  Jesus is the master in this parable and the parallels are obvious:  he has gone on a long journey (so far it’s been 2000 years), he has entrusted his servants (us) with his resources (both physical and spiritual resources), and he wants us to invest those resources so that when he returns, his kingdom has grown.  

II.  This parable teaches at least 3 basic principles
	A.  Everything we have is actually God’s
1.  In the parable, the three men aren’t owners, they’re servants.  They are simply managers/stewards of what belongs to the master
		2.  Ps 24: “The earth is the Lord’s and ALL that is in it” 
3.  1 Cor 4:7: “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?”
4.  So the question isn’t: “how can I honor God with MY stuff?”  It’s actually far more radical than that: “how can I honor God with HIS stuff?” 
	B.  There is tremendous freedom given to us in terms of how we invest
1.  There is freedom given in terms of how the servants invest
a) Notice the master doesn’t dictate how the servants should invest, and he doesn’t micromanage them.
b).  He gives them a tremendous amount of money (a “talent” or bag of gold is about $1million by today’s standards)
c).  So the master takes a risk on these servants and gives them the freedom to each invest his resources as they see fit.
		2.  There is freedom from any form of comparison between servants
a) Notice the master gives them different amounts “according to their ability,” and the master doesn’t expect the same return from each one.  
			b) So he deals with each one uniquely as an individual		
c) This is very freeing:  each of us is so uniquely created and placed in such unique circumstances, and so we are freed from comparing our kingdom impact with others.  The only question is this:  “How do I use my unique life to glorify God?”
d.  Only the master can truly assess the significance of a life, and in the end, he’s not looking for success or even size of impact but simply faithfulness (“well done, good and FAITHFUL servant.”)
C.  The relationship with the Master makes all the difference in the world
1.  These three servants have a different view of their master
			a.  Third servant sees him as harsh, severe, and shrewd (v. 24)  
b.  First two servants recognize he is generous, trusting, and joyful (v. 21, 23) 
2.  These three servants have a different view of their relationship with their master’s kingdom
a.  Third servant isn’t bought in to his master’s kingdom.   He thinks, “I have a kingdom, my master has a kingdom.”  So the situation is a lose-lose from his perspective:  if he makes gains, all the money goes to the master and he gets nothing for it, and if he loses, his master will punish him severely.  So the only safe bet is to hide the money and keep it safe.
b.  The first two servants seem to know that their master wants to share his kingdom with them.  They’re bought in.  And when they further his kingdom, he responds by giving them more of his kingdom and inviting them to share together in his happiness (v. 21)

[bookmark: _GoBack]III. So this is an invitation to abandon our own little self-centered kingdoms and step into the adventure of God’s kingdom where we use everything he’s given us to further his kingdom in the world.  We are invited away from a cautious, fear-based posture into one of creativity and proactivity for the glory of Jesus.


