
 
 

 

1/24/21 – Toddler/PreK 

God is Our Shepherd and King 

2 Samuel 5, Psalm 23 

 

Bibles 

“The Lord is My Shepherd” in The Beginner’s Bible 

 

Essentials 
Activities we require all classes to complete. You are welcome to complete them in whichever order 
you think best. We anticipate all essential activities will take approximately 20 minutes for younger kids 

and 30 minutes for older. Every week we will have the same four essential activities: 

• Bible Story 

• Bible Memorization 
• Catechism 
• Hymn 

 

Bible Story: God is Our Shepherd and King 

Because God is our Shepherd and King, the fact that disunity plagued the families of Israel for many 
years grieved Him. The tribes couldn't agree, and there were separate kings ruling over them. However, 
God had a plan to bring His chosen people back together. He chose a new king, one who would rule 

Israel following God's command. He chose a king who would lead by the example God set—one of a 

shepherd king. After David's third and final anointing, all of Israel was unified under his jurisdiction. 

“And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler’” (2 
Samuel 5:2b). We see the true beauty of God’s words to David in their original language. The word 

“shepherd” used here is the Hebrew word ra'ah. Essentially, ra'ah means to tend or feed a flock. David's 
rule was unique. He not only led the people, but he fed them spiritually. Through his guidance, Israel's 
focus was pointed toward God once more. David was an earthly king intent on turning the attention of 

Israel to the Lord God, the King of Kings. 

Scripture refers to God as the King of Kings (Revelation 17:14), which is often understood to mean that 

God is a better, or more superior, King than any earthly king. Although this is true, it doesn't fully 
encompass the glory of this description. God isn't merely a better King. He is the ultimate King, ruling 

over all people—the common and kingly. God rules as our shepherd and King of Kings. 



 
 

Reflective Questions: 

● Have someone retell the story in their own words 

● Ask for other children to fill in additional details 
● Other good questions to consider: 

o I wonder … What's it like to be a shepherd? 

o I wonder … How has God taken care of me this week? 

o I wonder … How can I care for others? 

Memory Verse 

The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  Zephaniah 3:17 

Catechism 

Toddlers: Question 6 in First Catechism 

4 Years – 1st Grade: Questions 6 in First Catechism 

2nd - 5th Grade: Question 6 in *The New City Catechism. Please use the shorter answer which is 

highlighted in red.  

*Note: 4th and 5th grade teachers should consider practicing the longer answer. All other classes should 

practice the shorter answer, which is highlighted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Hymn 

If you would like to use the speaker provided in the classroom, we recommend playing the following 

version from YouTube: What a Friend We Have in Jesus (feat. Hannah Hardin) – The Worship Initiative 

 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus 

All our sins and griefs to bear 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Non-Essentials 
Activities you may do with the kids, but they are not required. Consider your class and how they will 
respond best. Remember the key is to provide context for the kids to consider what they have learned 

through story, catechism, Bible memory and hymns and to provide opportunities for you to develop 

relationships with each child.  

 

Welcome Activity: Farm Fun No Supplies Needed 

Today's part of The Big God Story alludes to shepherds and sheep. Pique kids' interest by playing a 

community-building game where they pretend to be sheep and cows. 

Relate 

As children enter the room, welcome them and whisper one of the following animal names to them: 
sheep or cow. Try to have the same number of cows as sheep. Ask children not to reveal which animal 

they are just yet, and invite them to take a seat on a Story Spot. Hello, friends! It's wonderful to see you 
all here today. Are you ready to make some animal friends? When I say, “Farm fun,” you can make the 
sound of the animal I whispered to you. Say, “Farm fun,” and allow children to move around the room 

making their sheep and cow sounds. Encourage them to find children who are making the same animal 
sounds and stand together. Once everyone is in a group, the children can introduce themselves to each 

other and share their favorite farm animal. 

 

Response Activity: A King's Crown   Supplies in Box 

Children will have the opportunity to praise God for being their Shepherd and King as they place gems 

on a giant crown. 

Supplies 

● Butcher paper (2') 
● Painter’s or masking tape 
● Markers 

● Gems (self-adhesive) 

● Optional: gems, glue 

 

Set Up 

Draw the outline of a large crown on the paper. Tape the paper to the wall, low enough for kids to easily 

access it. 



 
 

 

 

Relate 

Invite children to dance on their Story Spots for a few moments. Friends, God is our Shepherd and our 

King! Let's take a quiet moment to think about how God is both a Shepherd and a King in our lives. How 
does God take care of you? What is He in charge of in your life? After a couple moments, invite kids to 
come up and place a gem on the crown. Children can share how God is their Shepherd and King or 

simply declare, “God is my Shepherd and my King!” 

 

Additional Activity: Where’s the Sheep?   Supplies in Box 

A shepherd must know where his sheep are at all times, so today children will take turns playing the part 

of shepherds looking for their lost sheep. 

Supplies 

● Cotton ball 
● Chair 

● Optional: blindfold 

Set Up 

Place the chair in the middle of an open space and put the cotton ball under the chair. 

Relate 

Invite children to gallop over to the activity area and then sit in a circle around the chair. Choose one 

child to sit on the chair. Use your imagination: You're the shepherd. It's your job to care for the sheep. 
It's nighttime, and the sheep is asleep right near you. Point to the “sheep” (cotton ball). Invite the 
“shepherd” to close her eyes. Try not to peek! Optional: Tie a blindfold on the shepherd to discourage 

peeking. Point to another child sitting in the circle. He should take the sheep and hide it behind his back. 
Then ask the rest of the children to put their hands behind their backs as well. Encourage the shepherd 
to wake up and check on her sheep. Oh no! The sheep is missing. You get to take three guesses to see 

who's hiding the sheep. Allow time for the child to guess. After three guesses, whoever has the sheep 

can reveal the sheep and then take a turn as the new shepherd. Repeat as often as time allows. 

Songs 

Consider playing one or two children’s worship songs and singing together as a group. Songs are 

preloaded in iTunes on the iPads in each class. 

 

 

 


