
THE GRACE OF GIVING

A  Biblical Perspective on Money, 
STEWARDSHIP AND GIVING



 A.  The Old Testament Model:  Tithes and Freewill Offerings

We have all heard of the Mosaic commands to Israel to tithe 10% of their increase, 
but this system was not simply a 10% income tax on all Jews. “Tithing” literally means 
“to give one tenth,” but the first mention of tithing was for free will offerings given 
prior to the enactment of the Mosaic Law.  (See Genesis 14:20 and 28:22.) Under the 
Mosaic Law there were actually three tithes amounting to 23 1/3%: There was the Temple 
Tithe used to support the temple worship system (Deuteronomy 12:10-18).  Then there 
was the Levite Tithe that was used to support the priests themselves (Numbers 18:19-21). 
Finally, there was the Charity Tithe that was required every third year for the “aliens, 
widows and the fatherless.” (Deuteronomy 14:29).  On top of the required tithes, Moses 
encouraged additional “free will offerings” (Numbers 18:12; Exodus 34:4, 5). If we were 
to find a legalistic command for tithing in the Old Testament, the amount required would 
therefore be greater than 23.33% rather than the 10% which is sometimes preached today.

B.  The New Testament Does Not Teach Tithing

However, the New Testament does not teach “tithing”. In all of the New 
Testament there is no command for Christians to tithe or give 10%. The Gospels mention 
tithing only twice, and both times it clearly refers to taxation and not giving to the 
church (Matt. 23:23; Luke 18:12). Instead, the New Testament approaches the topic of 
money and giving with remarkable grace and circumspection.
  

C.   2 Reasons New Testament Scripture Does Not Teach Tithing
            
1.  No National Temple Worship System. After Christ there is no national temple 
worship system. We do not have to front the cost of altars and bulls and offerings. 
We are under the New Covenant of Christ.  

2.  We Are Under Grace, Not Law (New Covenant). The more significant reason 
we do not have a required tithe under the New Covenant is that we are  
under grace, not under law.  In the Mosaic Law God appointed a specific manner for  
approaching Him through the sacrificial system, and tithing was the economic element of 
that plan.  Today, God has set us free from the law, and He calls us to serve Him according 
to the leading of His Holy Spirit, to worship Him in spirit and in truth. Under the 
New Covenant God has written His laws on our hearts (Jer. 31:31). Our worship 
does not have a pre-established pattern or pre-established price. We are free 
(Heb. 9:11-15, Galatians 5:1).

 A.  Thinking Biblically About Money

Many Christians have questions about what the Bible says about money and giving. 
We sometimes feel guilty not knowing whether we are giving enough and sometimes we 
feel confused about how to think biblically about money.  The goal of this booklet is to 
explain both the theology of giving in scripture and to set forth the practical principles that 
should guide our financial stewardship.  

One thing the scripture makes clear is that a transformed heart will show in its actions.  
Jesus said: 

“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  (Matt. 6:21.)
  

B.  Why Are We Afraid To Talk About Money?  5 Reasons

1. “Churches are always asking for money.” Perhaps we have a negative impression of 
many evangelical churches that seem to talk about money constantly, as if the giving of 
money was the ultimate expression of their faith.  That image bothers us, so we shy away.          

2. Too many building programs. Maybe we have been turned off by the stream 
of building programs and capital campaigns that seems to dominate some denominations 
and churches.  

3. Televangelists. Perhaps it is the televangelists and showmen who seem more 
concerned with the cash flow needed to fund a worldwide television broadcast than 
they do about teaching the Word of God.  

4. Legalism. Some other churches preach a legalistic giving, demanding 10% of your 
income in order to find you in good standing.The lack of grace and the sloppy biblical 
interpretations used to justify this also repels us. 

5. Pressure. Sometimes we just don’t want anyone messing with our money.

C.  The Importance of Money and Giving

To avoid the extremes of guilty confusion and glib legalism we need a clear theology of 
giving.  The Bible places great emphasis on the topic of money.  There are more than 2000 
references to money in the Bible.  That is more than twice as many references than there 
is about faith or prayer.  Nearly half of Christ’s 38 recorded parables deal with money.  
Money, and particularly giving, is not the essence of our faith, but money is clearly a very 
important moral issue in scripture.  We will discover that we as Christians are called by 
God’s grace to live a lifestyle of free and godly generosity.

1.  INTRODUCTION — “WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS…”
2.  SURVEY OF SCRIPTURE: 

TITHING AND GIVING CONTRASTED



Though we are not under law, the New Testament nonetheless teaches a great deal about 
the principles of money and giving. The following are the 10 main principles that should 
guide our financial stewardship.

1.  GIVE (2 Corinthians 8:1-15, see verse 7)

We should give. As Paul exhorted the Corinthians, “See ... that you excel in this grace 
of giving.” (v. 7). If our hearts are changed, our actions will be changed.  Over time, we 
should be impelled to give to advance the work of the gospel (2 Corinthians 8:7).  Paul’s 
lesson here shows us that giving (1) is a fundamental Christian virtue, that (2) it is not a 
law, but (3) it is an expression of a regenerate heart, which (4) has been moved and inspired 
by the grace of Christ himself to give materially to His kingdom.

            
2.  Give GENEROUSLY (2 Cor. 8:2, 1 Timothy 6:17-18)

Just as Christ was generous with us with His grace, we are to be generous with His 
material blessings. This is one principle which Paul did give as a command for Timothy to 
give the churches. 1 Timothy 6:17-18 says:

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant or to put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment.

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds and to be generous and willing  
to share.”

3.  Give FREELY  (2 Cor. 8:3, 2 Cor. 9:7)

Paul praises the Macedonians because they gave “entirely on their own.”  They did not 
give out of mere duty.  They gave because they wanted to.  In 2 Corinthians 9:7 again, 
Paul exhorts that the Corinthians should not give “reluctantly or under compulsion.” 
Our giving should be as free as the grace of God has been given to us.  

3.  THE THEOLOGY OF GIVING: 10 PRINCIPLES OF GRACE 4.  Give PROPORTIONATELY (2 Cor. 8:3, 12;  Mark 12:41-44)

Just as the Macedonians gave “as much as they were able” (v. 3), we should give in  
proportion to what God has given us.  Paul explains in verse 12:  

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according 
to what one has, not according to what one does not have.”  (2 Cor. 8:12.)   

When it comes to giving, it is the attitude of the heart that counts. Likewise in Mark 
Chapter 12 Jesus tells the story of the widow’s mite, in which the smallest gift from 
the poor widow was called greater than the large gifts of the rich.

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said:  ‘I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more 
into the treasury than all the others.
            
They gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had 
to live on.”  (Mark 12:43, 44)

The greatest gift is not the largest gift. It is the spirit of the gift that counts. Give in  
proportion to what God has given you.  Sometimes you may feel like the amount you can 
afford to give is so small that you don’t think God would care or that it would not make a 
difference.  But that misses the point.  Giving is an expression of your heart toward God.  
We should be in the habit of giving, regardless of the amount.  As Jesus told the disciples 
in the parable of the Shrewd Manager, 

“He who is faithful in a small thing will be faithful in a great thing also.”  (Luke 16:10.)  

Jesus is not teaching a legalistic discipline, but he is teaching a practice of consistently 
turning your heart over to God, to let him do what he wills.  Whatever your ability, let God 
move you to give as He leads.

5.  Give WORSHIPFULLY  (2 Cor. 8:5; Romans 12:1-2)

The Macedonians gave after first seeking God’s will, so they gave not only purposefully, 
but they gave worshipfully (2 Cor. 8:5). Our giving, as in all we do, should be done for 
God.  Giving is an act of worship.  As Paul exhorted the Romans “present your bodies as 
living sacrifices” (Rom. 12:-12), we should present our gifts as acts of worship. When 
we contribute to God’s ministry from a pure heart, we are honoring God. The grace of  
giving is inspired by God.  We should likewise be inspired to give our blessings back to 
our Creator.



6.  Give RESPONSIBILY  (2 Cor.  8:19-20)

Here Paul tells the Corinthians that he is sending his faithful shepherd Titus to administer 
the collection of gifts.  Verse 19 says:  

“...[H]e was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering which 
we administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 
We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift.” 
(2 Cor. 8:19-20.)  

Here Paul is telling us that it is important to give responsibly. There are two parts to 
giving responsibly.  

First, be careful whom you entrust with your gifts to the gospel. Make sure the people 
are trustworthy. Make sure the ministry is biblical.  Make sure that the process is above 
reproach.  

Second, if you receive gifts you must be a faithful trustee, like Titus. The standard we 
must look to is that we are God’s trustees with his gifts:  We “administer in order to 
honor the Lord himself.”  Don’t toss out God’s blessings to those who are opposed to the 
kingdom, and don’t squander God’s blessings through negligence or for personal gain.

7.  Give REGULARLY  (1 Corinthians 16:1-4)

In this passage Paul teaches a fundamental principle of how to give graciously.  

“Now about the collection for God’s people:  Do what I told the Galatian churches to do.  
On the first day of the week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.”  
(1 Cor. 16:1-4.)  

Paul told the Corinthians to give regularly. Now, Paul was very concerned that his 
coming with the gospel would not be a burden, and he was concerned for the Corinthi-
ans to fulfill their commitment to the Judean relief, so he tells the churches to collect 
money from their income every week to meet this need at church.  We must be careful 
not to teach this as a command for churches today, because that’s not why Paul wrote this. 
But it had apparently become a custom of Paul’s to call for a weekly collection, because 
he told the same thing to the Galatians (v. 1).  Likewise, it is a good practice for us as 
well.  Most of us make our money on a periodic basis.  Just like our personal bills stack up 
every month, the churches bills and salaries must be paid every month.  There are many 
churches that point to this verse and claim it as a law the people must “tithe” on a weekly 
basis, but Paul does not teach a law here.  But as a practical matter, the church’s needs are  
recurring and regular and it is a good practice to meet these needs on a regular basis, if that is  
consistent with how we make our living.

8.  Give SACRIFICIALLY  (2 Cor. 8:2-3; 2 Cor. 9:10-11)

Here is where we must be very careful not be legalistic. We must not establish a law  
that enslaves us to painful sacrifice where God has not called us to it. Nonetheless, Paul 
gives us two dramatic examples of sacrificial giving.  First, he holds up the example of the 
Macedonians.  Chapter 8, verse 2:  

“Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability.”  (2 Cor. 8:2-3.)  

If the grace of God has moved in our hearts, there are times when we will give till it hurts.  
There is no law that says we must do so.  But we should have hearts that respond to the 
needs around us, and those needs will not always be easy to meet.  We must be willing to 
consider whether God wants us to give sacrificially. But the Lord is so good. He is the one 
who will provide for us, in good times and bad, to meet our needs and the needs of the 
church.  2 Cor. 9:10-11 says:

“Now he who supplies the seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and  
increase your store of seed and will enlarge your harvest of righteousness.

You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,  
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

We give God’s gifts for God’s praise, and he will supply what we are called to give.  
The second example of sacrificial giving Paul holds up is Jesus himself.  

“...though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich.”  (2 Cor. 8:9.)  

Jesus did not have to die every day of his earthly existence. But his entire life was a gift  
to us.  He daily gave himself to us to raise us up into fellowship with him. He gave the 
ultimate sacrifice.  If the Holy Spirit is at work in our hearts, we too will be moved to  
follow his example to give sacrificially.



9.  Give PURPOSEFULLY  (2 Cor. 8:5;  2 Cor. 9:7)

The Macedonians “gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s 
will.”  We are to go before God and seek his guidance as to what needs we can meet and 
what contributions we should make. Then we should purposefully pursue that plan. In 2 
Cor. 8:10-11 Paul exhorts the Corinthians to make good on their pledge to support the 
Judean Christians. “And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last 
year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. Now finish the 
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, ac-
cording to your means.”  (2 Cor. 8:10-11.)  

Paul makes the lesson clear in chapter 9 verse 7:

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Cor. 9:7)

This is one of the most freeing verses in the Bible. Submit your giving to God, and then 
you don’t have to feel guilty about it. Simply give purposefully, regularly reconsidering to 
see if there are any new needs or changes, and then give what God leads you to give.  If we 
submit to God, he will lead us.

10.  Give CHEERFULLY  (2 Cor. 8:10-11;  2 Cor.  9:7)

In Chapter 9 Paul encourages us to give cheerfully, for God “loves a cheerful giver.” 
This might be the true test of where your heart is. Does it raise your spirit to write a 
check to church? Do you take joy in playing your role in the church financially? 
This goes right to the heart of who we are.  What really makes us happy? It is hard to 
be happy about giving away your money unless you sense the spirit of grace which mo-
tivates you. But cheerful giving can be tricky. Sometimes we feel better because we 
think we are buying off our conscience. That is guilt giving, and that is not what Paul 
is encouraging. Giving cheerfully means we delight in sharing the grace of God with  
others, not that we delight in being perceived as generous. So it’s not about guilt and it’s 
not about pride.  What is cheerful giving?  It is celebrating God’s grace and cheerfully 
participating in dispensing it. Ultimately, we put our money where we want it, so our 
giving reveals our heart. Someone once said: “If you show me your checkbook, I will 
show you your heart.” If the grace of God has moved in your heart, you should see it 
in your actions, you should see it in your schedule, and you should see it on your bank  
statement.  If our hearts are truly set on heaven, then we should be able to give cheerfully 
for the kingdom of God.



We should let the grace of God move in our hearts. Let the love of God overflow in your 
actions. Let us be generous in our love for each other.

God wants us to give financially to the gospel. But it’s not ultimately about the  
money. God wants our lives. Get involved with the gospel. Give your money, yes, but 
more importantly give your heart to Jesus.  Prayerfully give your time, your gifts and your 
life to Christ. That is what the “grace of giving” is all about.

“Let us excel in this grace of giving”

5.  CONCLUSION:  GIVING IS A MATTER OF THE HEART4.  WHERE SHOULD WE GIVE?

A.  Missionaries—The Church Universal (Luke 10:7; Mark 10:10)
            
From 2 Corinthians we already know that the universal church is a proper object of our 
generosity.  Paul and the other Apostles organized the collection for the sake of the church 
at Jerusalem.  In the same way, when Jesus sent out the 70 as missionaries throughout 
Israel, he told them to receive and live off of the gifts of those who would welcome them.  
(See Luke 10:7, Matt. 10:10.)

B.  Those In Need—Christians and Non-Christians 
     (Acts 11:29; James 1:27)

The Judean Christians were also needy Christians. They had exhausted their resources  
caring for the new converts and came to have need themselves. So the second group we 
give to is the poor and needy (See Acts 11:29). James wrote that it is pure and undefiled 
religion to care for the widows and orphans (Jas. 1:27).

C.  Teachers—The Local Church (1 Cor. 9:11-14)
            
Finally, just as the Levites needed support from the Israelites, those who teach us are  
also worthy of support. In 1 Corinthians 9:14 Paul wrote: “In the same way, the Lord 
commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the 
gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:11-14.)
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