Romans 7:7-25

I.  The Context
	A.  So far Paul has said some fairly negative things about God’s law (see 4:15, 5:20, 7:5)
B.  So his purpose in this passage is to defend the law.  His two main points are:
	1.  The law itself is good
2.  The law is very limited in that it doesn’t have the power to deal with the sin in our lives.  It can tell us how to live, but it doesn’t empower us to live that way

II.  Paul’s early experience with the law (v. 7-13)
A.  Paul uses his early experience with the 10th commandment (“do not covet”) as representative of everyone’s experience under the law
	1.  The law itself is holy, righteous, and good (v. 12)
2.  The problem is sin:  sin is like a wild animal waiting for an opportunity to pounce, and the law provides the opportunity (v. 8-11)
a.  The law revealed Paul’s sin (v. 7)
b.  The law actually made his sin worse by enticing sin (v. 8)
Forbidden fruit is always the sweetest
3.  So the law which was intended to bring life actually brought death
4.  But the law is not the cause of our death; sin is (v. 13)

III.  Paul’s emotional account of failing to obey the law due to indwelling sin (v. 14-25)  
A.  The experience of profound conflict in how he lives his life
1.  v. 15: I don’t understand what I do
2.  v. 15: What I want to do I don’t do, but what I hate I do
	3.  v. 18:  I have the desire to do what is good, but I can’t carry it out
4.  v. 19:  What I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I don’t want to do—this I keep on doing
5.  v. 21:  When I want to do good, evil is right there with me
B.  The conclusion he reaches:  he is, in fact, a conflicted person
1.  The Good Me =  “my inner being,” “my mind”
a.  Agrees that the law is good (v. 16)
b.  Delights in God’s law (v. 22)
c.  Serves God’s law (v. 25)
d.  Wants to do right and doesn’t want to do evil
	2.  The Bad Me = “my sinful nature”, “the sin living in me”
	a.  Unspiritual (v. 14)
b.  Sold under sin (v. 14)
	c.  Nothing good in my flesh (v. 18)
		d.  Serves the law of sin (v. 25) 
		e.  Does the things I hate and doesn’t do the things I want
3.  There is a war/conflict going on inside me (v. 23)
4.  What a wretched/conflicted man I am (v. 24)

IV.  The Theological Debate
A.  Paul’s statements in this passage seem to conflict other statements he makes in ch. 6 and 8
	1.  7:14 and 7:23 seem to contradict 6:18 and 8:9
2.  7:5-6: This passage sounds more like a vivid description of v. 5 (life before the Spirit) rather than v. 6 (life with the Spirit)
B.  The two positions
1.  Position 1:  In v. 14-25, Paul is describing his own current experience of struggling with sin even as a Spirit-filled Christian 
2.  Position 2:  In v. 14-25, Paul is using “I” as a literary device:  he is putting himself in the shoes of a person who is still trying to live under the law apart from the Spirit (whether as a Christian or a non-Christian)
C.  Dave’s Conclusion
	1.  Ultimately, it doesn’t matter which position we take in the long run
2.  It doesn’t change Paul’s main point in the passage = the law is good but it is powerless to save or transform us, and we don’t have the power within ourselves to obey the law
3.  Our overall theology of the Christian life is not dependent on this one passage

V.  The “Already/Not Yet” tension of our Christian lives  
A.  Already:  we have been saved, new creations, ultimate power of sin is broken, the war has been won
B.  Not Yet:  we have not been perfected, the presence of sin still affects us, the old self is still trying to gain a foothold
C.  The importance of maintaining this balance
1.  Some Christians err too far on the “Not Yet” side
-They resign themselves to certain sins and settle into them and give up the fight
2.  Some Christians err too far on the “Already” side
-They have an unrealistic expectation that the Christian life will involve constant victory over sin and be a consistent and steady growth in holiness
-They become prideful and minimize their sin, or they become devastated when they fall into deep sin and begin to question their salvation

VI.  Why does God leave us in this “already/not yet” state?  What is he up to in the midst of our continued battle with sin?  Why doesn’t he perfect us all at once?
A.  Sometimes God allows certain sins to continue so that he can get at even deeper sins
1.  Example:  He may allow lust or anger to continue because he wants to get at our spiritual pride and need for control.  As we continue to struggle with lust or anger, we begin to learn humility and dependence
2.  Example:  Paul’s continued struggle with his “thorn in the flesh” taught him a deeper humility and dependence
[bookmark: _GoBack]B.  Sometimes God allows certain sins to continue because he wants to get at a deeper relationship with us
	1. We tend to be non-relational with God and just want our problems fixed
2.  But God may leave us in continual sin so he can teach us about his unconditional love in the midst of our sin
	3.  Example:  Peter’s denials of Jesus and how Jesus used that to bring him closer
C.  Sometimes God wants to shape us in deeper ways to make us fit for his kingdom work
Through our struggle with sin God may turn us into humbler people who are less arrogant, judgmental and controlling, and who are instead compassionate, gracious, and relatable
Discussion Questions

1.  What struck you most from Sunday’s sermon?  What’s your main takeaway?

2.  In v. 7-13 Paul describes how the law can both reveal our sin and even entice our sin.  Where have you seen the law actually entice more sin (whether in your own life or others)?    

3.  Consider the theological debate mentioned in Section IV above.  Which side do you agree with and why?  
 
4.  On Sunday we discussed the importance of maintaining and “Already/Not Yet” balance to the Christian life.  If you err on one side of that balance, do you think you tend to err on the “already” side or on the “not yet” side?  Explain your answer.
  
5.  Consider Section VI above and the three ways God works in the midst of our continued and even chronic sin.  Can you personally testify to those works in your own life or in close friends’ lives?  Are there other ways you’ve seen him work in the midst of chronic sin? 
