Romans 6:15-23

Introduction
I.  Romans 1-5 are about justification by faith

II.  Romans 6-8 answer the question:  how do we live in world as justified people?
A.  Ch. 6:  anticipates a question/objection:  if we’re saved by grace and are no longer under the law, why not go on sinning and live however we want (v. 1, v. 15)? 
	B.  This is a question we are tempted to ask at various points in our Christian walk

The Passage
I.  Paul’s basic metaphor is one of slavery and freedom
He presents God and sin as these two masters we can offer ourselves to

II.  Notice Paul’s perspective about what it means to be a Christian (v. 16-18)
A.  Being a Christian is about a fundamental change of allegiance from one master to another
1.  Therefore Christians do not continue in a life of sin even though they are under grace because they are now slaves to God and they have been freed from that life of sin
B.  Becoming a Christian is not merely an intellectual exercise; it is about a change of allegiance
1.  v. 17: “the form of teaching to which you were entrusted/handed over”:  it’s not just that a content of teaching was entrusted to them; they were entrusted to it
2.  2 Cor 5:15:  Christ died for us that we might no longer live for ourselves but for him
	3.  The idea of being God’s servant/slave was something Paul relished (See Romans 1:1)
C.  We often don’t think about coming to faith in those drastic of terms:  slavery to God
1.  We often talk about “inviting Jesus into our hearts” but we don’t often talk about “handing over” our entire lives to him
2.  C.S. Lewis: “Christ says ‘Give me All. I don’t want so much of your time and so much of your money and so much of your work: I want you. I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it. No half-measures are any good. I don’t want to cut off a branch here and a branch there, I want to have the whole tree down. I don’t want to drill the tooth, or crown it, or stop it, but to have it out. Hand over the natural self, all the desires which you think innocent as well as the ones you think wicked – the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead. In fact, I will give you Myself: my own will shall become yours.’”

III.  Notice Paul’s perspective about what it means to be a human (v. 16)
A.  There is no such thing as pure freedom/autonomy for humans.  We are hard-wired to serve and worship something.  So the only question is: who will we serve?
1.  Romans 1:18-32:  a tragic progression
	a.  Humanity declares its independence and freedom from God
	b.  God “hands them over” to their sins
	c.  Humanity becomes enslaved to the very sins they crave
2.  We can either “hand ourselves over” to God to experience life with him, or we can choose “independence” and he will “hand us over” to the sins we desire
3.  This is not just a biblical idea.  This is how life actually works
	We become enslaved to the things we pursue (e.g. sex, food, money, etc.)
B.  The question, then, becomes not “how can I gain my freedom?” but rather “who will I trust?  What master will I trust to give me life, joy, fulfillment?”
1.  Jesus is the good shepherd (John 11)
“the thief comes to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
2.  Jesus has demonstrated an unconditional and sacrificial commitment to our good

IV.  Notice Paul’s appeal (v. 19)
A.  “Offer” yourselves (same command as Romans 12:1)
= daily surrender yourself to God and his service
B.  Offer “the parts of  your body”
1.  There is something physical about this. We are called to consider the various parts of our body and how we use them either for God or for sin (eyes, ears, mouth, hands, etc.)

V.  Notice Paul’s incentive (v. 20-23)
A.  He encourages us to consider the long term fruit of our daily decisions
1.  Offering ourselves to sin bears the fruit of “ever increasing wickedness” which bears the fruit of “death.”
2.  Offering ourselves to obedience/God bears the fruit of “righteousness” which bears the fruit of “eternal life”
B.  We are often so short-sighted and want the immediate benefit of sin, but none of us wants the long-term fruit of sin
	1.  Example:  watching tv: good immediate benefit (entertainment), bad long term fruit
2.  Example:  reading Bible:  not always an immediate benefit, but great long term fruit
C.  Summary (v. 23)
1.  You can have sin as your master.  He will pay you your wages (what you deserve) = death
2.  You can have God as your master.  God doesn’t give wages; He only gives gifts = eternal life


Discussion Questions

1.  How do you reconcile Paul’s fairly black and white statements about the freedom we now have from sin (e.g. v. 18) with the fact that we continue to sin all the time, even as Christians?  

2.  Consider the C.S. Lewis quote (section II. C. 2 above).  What is your reaction to that quote?

3.  Consider the idea discussed on Sunday that “pure freedom and independence” is not possible for humans—we will inevitably serve and be bound to something.  In what ways is that idea helpful for you, or in what ways do struggle or even disagree with that idea?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  As you consider the short-term benefits vs. the long-term fruits of your daily decisions, what are you feeling encouraged or convicted to change about how you live your life on a day-to-day basis?
