Romans 5:1-11

Introduction
I.  “Since we have been justified by faith” (v. 1) sums up Romans 1-4

II.  In chapter 5 Paul celebrates the blessings we have as justified people

III.  Paul lays out a spiritual feast for us
A.  God wants us to fill ourselves, savor, feast on and be filled with our spiritual blessings
B.  Many of our problems/issues stem from the fact that we are not feasting on all God has given us in Christ.  We believe it in our heads but we’re not “feasting” on it.
C.  When we are not filled up with God’s blessings, we pursue other worldly things to fill our lives full

The Passage
I.  We have peace/reconciliation with God (v. 1 and v. 10-11)
A.  Reconciliation is a warm, relational word that we can all relate to
1.  We all know the pain of conflict and estrangement
2.  We all know the joy of reconciliation
B.  Notice that we are passive in the reconciliation process (v. 10-11)
1.  We don’t reconcile to God, we receive the reconciliation he offers
2.  Even though we are the ones who caused the conflict, God is the one who reaches out to us and brings about reconciliation through Christ	
	C.  What would it look like for you to “feast” on our peace with God?

II.  We have God’s unconditional love (v. 6-8)
	A.  Paul wants us to notice the timing of God’s love for us
1.  It’s easy for people to love us when we’re at our best, but you come to know how much a person loves you based on how they treat you when you’re at your worst
2.  God loved us when we were at our worst:  when we were “powerless,” “ungodly,” “sinners,” and his “enemies.”
B.  Communion:  Christ gave his life for us knowing the fullness of our sin
1.  Analogy:  imagine your spouse cooking an extravagant meal for you even while you were in the midst of your worst conflict ever. 
2.  Christ offers us the extravagant communion meal of his sacrifice (even in midst of our sin)

III. We have access to God’s grace (v. 2)
A.  The cross becomes the doorway to a new land in which grace is the overwhelming reality, and we have continuous access to that grace.
B.  What is God’s grace?
1.  Many of us have a narrow view of God’s grace:  grace = what we get when we mess up
2.  But God’s grace includes much more than that:  grace = God’s undeserved favor resting on us in all things, at all times.  So it is by grace that I am forgiven of my sins, but it is also by grace that I am able to obey God.  
C. Romans 8:31-32:  “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”
1.  Paul’s logic:  Since God has already done hardest thing (given us his Son), He will certainly not hesitate to give us any other thing we need 
2.  We can live with the confidence that God will give us everything we need and will not withhold any good thing necessary for our growth and our journey to eternal life. 


Discussion Questions

1.  What did you think about the idea that much of our problems and issues stem from the fact that we have not “feasted on” all the blessings we have in Christ?  How do you see that play out in your own life, if at all?

2.  What would it look like practically for you to truly “feast on” who you are in Christ?  What changes would you make in your life in order to do that?  

3.  Of the three blessings discussed on Sunday (peace with God, God’s unconditional love, and God’s grace), which one impacted you the most on Sunday and why?

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Verse 5 was not discussed on Sunday.  What do you think v. 5 means?  What does v. 5 look like practically in our lives?  

5.  Do you agree with the statement made at the end of Sunday’s message:  “God’s grace means that you will be given every single thing you need and nothing that is ultimately good for you will be withheld from you.”  
  
