Romans 5:12-21

I.  The Adam-Christ Parallel
A.  The parallel
1.  Adam:  disobedience led to judgment led to death
2.  Christ:  obedience leads to justification leads to eternal life
	B.  The similarities:  one man’s decision impacted everyone else (v. 18-19)
	C.  The contrasts:  Christ’s is so much better and more significant
1.  “The gift is not like the trespass” (v. 15, v. 16)
		2.  “How much more” (v. 15, v. 17)

II.  Adam’s legacy
A.  His decision
	1.  Placed in a beautiful garden (Eden)
	2.  Put in front of a beautiful tree (tree of knowledge of good and evil)
	3.  Given a command regarding that tree:  “No” (no eating)
	4.  Made a decision at that tree:  “mine” = I want life on my own terms
B.  The result of his decision
	1.  Sin, judgment, and death
		Sin entered the world, they experienced God’s judgment, and they died
	2.  Sin reigned (v. 21)
	3.  Death reigned (v. 14)
	4.  We all know what it’s like to live in the reality created by Adam’s decision	

III.  Jesus’ legacy
A.  His decision
1.  Placed in a garden (Gethsemane)
2.  Put in front of an ugly tree (the cross)
3.  Given a command regarding that tree: “Yes” (give your life away for sinners)
4.  Made a decision at that tree: “yours” = your will be done
B.  The result of his decision
1.  Obedience, justification, and eternal life (for all who put their faith in Christ)
2.  Jesus reigns
3.  Where sin reigned, now grace reigns (v. 21)
	4.  Where death reigned, now we reign in life (v. 17)

IV.  Good news of Easter:  A new era has begun 
A.  Let’s live in this new era.  Let’s live in light of the resurrection
1.  For many Christians, the resurrection remains a historical event that happened 2000 years ago with little bearing on our lives today
2.  But we are invited to live in this new era
Col 1:13: “God has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.”
B.  Where do you need to be encouraged by the reality of the resurrection?
	1.  Are you struggling with faith? 
You have an opportunity to give your life to Christ and experience forgiveness and eternal life
	2.  Are you struggling with sin?
		a.  Remember that grace reigns now
b.  The empty grave is proof that God has accepted Christ’s death for your sin, and therefore there is nothing left that needs to be done
c.  The risen Christ is interceding for you, and God will definitely listen to his Son
3.  Are you struggling with hardships?
a.  Remember he has authority over your problems (he’s in control) and he is with you, and he can work all things for your good
4.  Are you struggling with the reality of death?
a.  Remember he has conquered death, and death won’t have the final word—you will
b.  1 Corinthians 15:55:  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O Death, is your sting?”  One day we will sing a taunt to death.  
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Discussion Questions

1.  What is the most meaningful or encouraging part of the Easter story in general for you?  

2.  On Sunday we were invited to celebrate Jesus.  What about Jesus (who he is or what he did) stuck out to you most this Easter that was worthy of celebration?

3.  As you consider the Adam-Jesus parallel from Romans 5, where do you see the “Mine” attitude of Adam still playing out in your life and where would you like to the see the “Yours” attitude of Jesus play out more fully?  

4.  On Sunday we were encouraged to view the resurrection not simply as a historical event in the past, but as something that ushered in a new era and a new set of realities in our lives today.  Colossians 1:13 was quoted, which says, “God has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.”  In what specific ways/areas do you want to start living as though you are part of this new kingdom rather than part of the old kingdom of darkness?   

5.  As you consider the four kinds of people who were addressed at the end of Sunday’s message, which group do you relate to most at this time in your life, and how do you need to be encouraged in the midst of that?  
