Romans 3:21-31

Introduction
I.  Today’s passage gives us a summary of the gospel
Martin Luther referred to this passage as “the chief point, and the very central place of	 Romans and of the whole Bible”

II.  A summary
A.  The bad news = We are unrighteous (v. 23: we all fall short of God’s perfect glory)
B.  The good news = God is offering a righteousness that comes from him (v. 21)

III.  How are we saved
A.  By grace (v. 24)
B.  Through faith

The Passage
I.  Justification (v. 24)
	A.  This is a legal term
B.  Our situation before God
We have been accused of crimes we are guilty of, God is the judge who always does what’s just, God’s law is the prosecution which lays out all the crimes we’ve committed, we are silenced (v. 19) because the evidence against us is overwhelming
C.  The Gospel of Grace
We are “justified” (v. 24): Jesus willingly takes our place, the guilty verdict is pronounced on him, and he faces our sentence (death penalty)
We are free to go
	D.  The demonstration of God’s justice (v. 25-26)
1.  The cross demonstrates God’s justice in the past (God had never justly punished the sins of Old Testament saints because all along he knew one day they would be punished at the cross so that his justice would be met)
2.  The cross demonstrates God’s justice in the present (the cross allows God to be merciful to sinners while still being true to his own justice)
E.  The practical implication
When we sin, and ask for God’s forgiveness, we don’t just have to appeal to his mercy.  We can also appeal to his justice (he has already punished our sin, so it would be unjust to punish it twice)

II.  Redemption (v. 24)
A.  This is an economic term
= Something being released in exchange for a payment which is the redemption price (the something could be property or could be a person in the case of 1st century slavery)
	B.  So the image is going from slavery to freedom by the paying of a ransom
We are enslaved to sin (we think pursuing sin will give us greater freedom be we end up becoming enslaved to our sin)
C.  The gospel of grace
Christ pays the redemption price through the giving of his own life.  His blood is the ransom for our slavery.  The ransom/debt is paid in full.

III.  Propitiation (v. 25)
	A.  This is a sacrificial term from the Old Testament
B.  Our sin is an affront, offense to a holy God that provokes his wrath.  But in OT God allowed that an animal sacrifice be given as a substitute.  The blood of the animal propitiates God’s wrath (=pacifies, appeases)
C.  The gospel of grace 
= In Jesus, we have the perfect and ultimate sacrifice that propitiates God’s wrath. 
2 Corinthians 5:21:  For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
D.  Practical implication
How do you think God feels about you?  Disapproval?  Anger?  Condemnation?
God’s wrath has been fully propitiated which means he has nothing but love, acceptance and approval for us

Conclusion
I.  Our response to God’s grace is faith (v. 22, 25, 26, 28)
Right status doesn’t come from trying to obey God’s commands; it comes from trusting in what he has done by grace

II.  Implications
A.  Nobody has a right to boast (v. 27)
	B.  Anybody can be saved (v. 29-30)


Discussion Questions

1.  As you consider Paul’s 3 analogies for salvation, which one is the most helpful for you and/or connects most with you, and why?  

2.  What did you think of the idea proposed on Sunday:  that when we ask God for forgiveness we don’t just have to appeal to his mercy, but we can also appeal to his justice?

3.  Explain in your own words Paul’s statements about God’s justice in the second half of v. 25 and v. 26.  

4.  Explain in your own words what propitiation means.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  As you consider sharing the gospel with friends or co-workers, what part of Sunday’s passage would you most want to focus on?  
