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Romans 1-2 overview via David & Mephibosheth, 2 Samuel 9
Deep & Deeper Magic 
· Illustration:  Chronicles of Narnia.  Jadis rightly condemns Edmund for treachery.  All signs point to a certain conclusion – in this case a just death due to the rules of the Deep Magic – but there was another layer/dimension, the Deeper Magic, which was able to make a different outcome.
David & Mephibosheth 
· Mephibosheth had a need 
· Massive drop in social stature
· Family dead – all relatives dead. 
· Legal death threat on him.
· Crippled.  Mephibosheth means ‘scatters shame.’
· Lived in Lo’Debar = ‘barren land.’  Lit ‘no pasture.’
· Calls himself a ‘dead dog’
· Really no hope for a positive outcome in general
· Now it’s about to get worse…

· David had a need  
· He was compelled to uphold a covenant made with Jonathan, M’s father
· David was the initiator
· He was expressing God’s kindness
· He has received God’s grace in his own life
· Bathsheeba
· Called himself a dog to Saul (1 Sam 24)

· The needs collide
· Forgiveness - don’t be afraid
· Redemption – undeserved restoration of lands/riches
· Adoption – undeserved invitation to live as royalty
· Continual relationship – unending love & commitment
God’s covenant with traitors! – a Romans review
· We’re in trouble
· crippled – ascrew – 
· We exchanged truth of God for..., and now given over. 
· Our thinking is futile, our ‘wisdom’ is foolishness
· We’re dead dogs
· Justly object of God’s wrath
· We’re enslaved, caught in our trap

· God’s initiative – Grace
· Seeking the lost sheep
· Embracing the dead dogs
· Go on ‘spiritual welfare’
· Righteousness from God
· Justice … Mercy… Grace, the ice cream illustration
· Propitiation… Redemption… Adoption… 
· Ex. Gal 4:4-7 God sent son…. To redeem from the law… and make heirs.

· This is the Deepest of Magic
· Has been revealed… has been made known… when the time had fully come
· “To be just and the justifier” Rom 3:26
· God had to get involved to achieve that combination
· Tremendous cost to the justifier (Christ’s cost > David’s cost)
· … but …  
· Titus 3:3-7 – Foolish, enslaved… but… Savior appeared and saved, justified, heirs
· Eph 2:1-9 – Dead, objects of wrath… but… made alive, and seated with, Christ 
Response to grace
· Live in humility
· Come – say ‘yes’ to the gift
· Don’t try to earn it or pay it off
· Never graduate from grace – always be in touch with frailty
· Give grace to ourselves… and others
· Learn to live with others at the table who aren’t aware of grace that got them there
· Live in touch with grace all the time

Why me? vs. Why me?
· Pity for my plight, vs. gratitude for unexpected and unmerited favor
· Living in continual surprise at the Deeper Magic
· Living to glorifying the treasure in our jars of clay – 2 Cor 4:7-15


Questions on the Deeper Magic from 2 Samuel 9

· You may have heard the response some give to the question “How ya doing?” Answer:  “Better than I deserve!”  What do you make of this response?

· What is the difference between ‘Why me?’ Mephibosheth might have said before meeting David, and the ‘Why me?’ he might have said afterwards?

· Remember the two characters in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax-Collector (Luke 18:9-14)?  How do each of them align with this ‘Why Me?’ analogy

· Henry David Thoreau, the naturalist, was near death, and was visited by a pious aunt who asked him, “Henry, have you made your peace with God?”  His reply to her was, “I didn’t know that we had ever quarreled.”  How might Paul reply if he were bedside for this exchange?

· Keller said that we need to go on ‘spiritual welfare.’  What do you think that phrase means?  Does being poor materially help one become poor in spirit?

· Romans 2:4 tells us that God’s kindness leads us to repentance.  This concept of the ‘kindness of God’ shows up in as diverse places as this week’s 2 Samuel 9:3, and then classic New Testament summaries like Eph 2:1-9.  
· Read each and talk about the how God displays his kindness.
· Why do you think the kindness of God was a motivator for David?
· How can we live in relation to others in light of God’s kindness to us?

· Find the ‘but’ in the following passages and talk about the condition of people before and after something pivotal happened.  
· Romans 6:23 
· Titus 3:3-7 (but in v.4) 

· If Romans 1:1-3:17 which we’ve been studying was one side, and Romans 3:23 was the pivot point, (our proverbial ‘but’) what are the highlights that are to come on the other side of the ‘but’?  What can we look forward to in the rest of the book of Romans. 
 
· We were challenged that the idea that the gospel is truly astounding and unexpected.  It’s Deeper Magic that we should never have expected, and something we still be surprised at when we hear.   What can we do to continue to be surprised by grace? 

· For more on ‘spiritual welfare’ listen to Keller’s sermon at:
· www.QuestionGod.info – all are good, but the particular one is called ‘Injustice’
· Or directly at http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/injustice-hasnt-christianity-been-instrument-oppression 

2 Samuel 9	
David and Mephibosheth
1 David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 
2 Now there was a servant of Saul’s household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” 
“Your servant,” he replied. 
3 The king asked, “Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s kindness?” 
Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet.” 
4 “Where is he?” the king asked. 
Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar.” 
5 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. 
6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. 
David said, “Mephibosheth!” 
“Your servant,” he replied. 
7 “Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” 
8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 
9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) 
11 Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s[footnoteRef:1]a table like one of the king’s sons.  [1: a Septuagint; Hebrew my] 

12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba’s household were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king’s table, and he was crippled in both feet. 
(NIV84)
