Romans 1:1-7
	
I.  Our new bulletin values
A.  God’s Good News (God’s grace in our lives)
1.  God’s saving grace:  God’s gift of salvation is received by grace through faith—it cannot be earned
2.  Christ’s sacrificial death:  Jesus Christ died for our sins and bodily rose from the dead
3.  The gift of the Spirit:  The Holy Spirit gives spiritual life, direction, and power to believers
4.  The hope of glory:  At Christ’s return we will receive resurrection bodies and spend eternity with Him in glory
B.  Our Guiding Values (Our Response to God’s grace)
1.  Treasuring God above all else
2.  Being grounded in God’s Word and prayer
3.  Growing into mature followers of Jesus Christ
4.  Loving one another as God’s family
5.  Equipping every member to engage in ministry
6.  Sharing the gospel with our world
C.  We want to be a church that holds those two set of values together: both what God has done and what we are called to do in response

II.  “The obedience of faith” (see Romans 1:5 and Romans 16:26)
A.  Basic meaning of the phrase:  = the obedience that comes from faith and is motivated by faith.  When you truly put your faith in Jesus and trust and cherish him, there is an obedience that flows from that which involves a radical reorientation of your life around Jesus Christ
B.  This is Paul’s ultimate goal for people:  the obedience of faith
C.  This may feel like a contradiction to the gospel of grace but it is not
1.  We are saved BY grace alone through faith alone
2.  But we are saved FOR obedience (good works)
		3.  See Ephesians 2:8-10
D.  The intimate connection between faith and obedience
1.  Biblical faith is a faith that leads to obedience
2.  Biblical obedience is an obedience that comes from faith (not fear or duty or pride or Pharisaism)
	a.  We don’t obey in order to earn God’s love and approval
b.  We gratefully obey because we know we already have God’s love and approval

III. “Called” (see Romans 1:1, 1:6, and 1:7)
A.  Basic meaning of the word: = the act by which God called us to himself, into a relationship with Him, and we came to faith as Christians
B.  For Paul, God’s calling involves two things at once
1.  An offer of grace and forgiveness for everything we’ve ever done
2.  An invitation to a radically new life centered around Jesus
C.  Consider Paul’s own calling (v. 1)
		See Acts 26:9-18
1.  His calling involved Christ’s offer of forgiveness for his past animosity towards Christ (see 1 Tim 1:15-16:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst) 
2.  His calling involved an invitation to a radically new life/purpose (see Gal 1:23: “the man who was formerly persecuting us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”)
		3.  Notice his sense of commitment to Christ in Romans 1:1
			a.  “servant” of Jesus Christ (= total devotion and obedience)
			b.  “set apart for the gospel ” (= set aside for a special purpose)
	D.  Another example:  Jean Valjean in Les Miserables
His experience of grace and forgiveness radically changed his life and let him to take a new course in life
E.  Consider the Romans’ calling
		1.  “Called” to “belong” to Jesus Christ (v. 6)
		2.  “Loved by God” = grace, mercy, forgiveness (v. 7)
		3.  “Called to be saints” = set apart (v. 7)

III.  Conclusion
A.  We need to ask ourselves some basic questions
Does my life belong to God?  Am I really living for Him?  Is he at the center of everything?  Or, am I using God’s grace as an excuse to continue to live however I want? 
B.  Pursue the obedience of faith daily (see 2 Thessalonians 1:11)
1.  Wake up each day and consider the good news (that God loves me unconditionally, is totally for me, is working all things for my good)
2.  Ask myself:  what does my gratitude and thankfulness for the gospel make me want to do today?  Then go and do it in dependence on God (that’s the obedience of faith)
		a.  The response of faith will be unique to each of us
		b.  The response may be something small or it may be something radical

















Discussion Questions

1.  How was the gospel presented to you when you first came to faith?  Did it include both an offer of complete forgiveness/grace AND an invitation to live a radically new life of obedience?  

2.  Consider the phrase “the obedience of faith.”  Would you say that it is your faith/trust that primarily motivates you to obey God, or is there something else that usually motivates you (fear, duty, a desire to have God’s approval, pride, etc.)?   

3.  Discuss Ephesians 2:8-10 and this idea of being saved by grace but saved for good works.  Do you agree with the way that was articulated on Sunday morning? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Consider the challenge offered at the end of Sunday’s message:  To wake up each day and consider what good news the gospel is and then to ask ourselves, “what does my gratitude and thankfulness for the gospel prompt me to want to do today?” and then do it.  What comes to mind for you as you consider that challenge?



