Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Ephesians 6:4

I.  Biblical Background
A.  Deuteronomy 6:  impress God’s laws on your own hearts, and teach them to your children all the time
	B.  Proverbs 22:6
	C.  Ephesians 6:4
1. Fathers:  while parents are to work as a team, fathers have a unique responsibility to raise their children in the Lord 
2.  Don’t exasperate:  you can exasperate either by neglecting to give children any instruction or by being overly harsh with them.
3.  Bring them up = to care and nurture them with effort and gentleness
4.  Training = teaching with an emphasis on discipline
5.  Instruction = literally “put into the mind”
6.  Parents are the primary trainers of their children’s spiritual life.  The church’s ministry to children is meant to be complementary to the parents’ ministry, rather than a replacement for it.

II.  Personal Examples and Observations
A.  Family devotions are a long-term program:  there will be lots of failures and clunky starts but we need to keep a long-term goal in mind
B.  The goal is to have children who understand who God is, what Christ and the Spirit have done for us, and how we are to live our lives in response to that.
	C.  The basic idea is to get our children in touch with God’s Word and prayer
	D.  Fathers are to be the driving force but husband and wife are to work as a team
	E.  Family devotions can be a great accountability for us as parents too.  
	F.  Be flexible:  adapt a program to your particular schedule, family members, etc.
G.  The motivation is not guilt or emotionalism but rather the Grace of god that we have experienced as parents and want to share with our children
H.  We can’t do this on our own.  It only works as God works by the power of his Holy Spirit















Discussion Questions

1.   What was the most helpful idea for you from Sunday’s message? 

2.  What do you think about the comment made on Sunday that much of the spiritual training of children has been outsourced to the local church?  What do you think the local church’s role should be in spiritually developing children, and what would be the best way to organize and focus a church’s children’s program/ministry to achieve that goal?

[bookmark: _GoBack]3.  What things have you tried in terms of reading the Word, praying, or going through a devotional together as a family?  What has worked and what has been challenging for you?

4.  Is there any practice or habit you would like to pursue in the coming weeks as a result of Sunday’s message?  




