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Introduction
As the New Year approaches, how can we consider Paul’s encouragement to pursue a “pure and simple devotion to Christ?”

The Passage
I.  Simeon’s Story (v. 25-28)
	A.  He was faithful (v. 25)
B.  He was patiently waiting for the Messiah (v. 25)
C.  He was filled with and guided by the Holy Spirit (v. 26-27)

II.  Simeon’s Song (v. 29-35)
	A.  The happy, joyful chorus of Simeon’s song (v. 29-32)
		The theme of this chorus is the offer of salvation for all:  Jew and Gentile
	B.  The somber, edgy postlude of Simeon’s song (v. 34-35)
1.  The theme is that salvation will not come to all.  In fact, Jesus will bring about a great division among humanity
2.  This child will be like a huge rock placed in everyone’s path.  Some will take their stand on him, and others will trip up over him (v. 34. see also 1 Peter 2:6-8)
3.  This child will be like stage manager who pulls back the curtain on everyone’s inmost thoughts (v. 35).  Some will submit to that exposure and others will run from it. 
4.  C.S. Lewis:  “Jesus Christ produced three effects on people who met him— Hatred, Terror, and Adoration. There was no trace of people ever expressing mild approval.”

III.  What was so controversial about Jesus?  What caused such a great division?
	A.  He consistently points out our desperate need for him
1. He takes the common notion of what’s good enough for God and sets the bar so much higher that people realize they will never be good enough (see especially Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7)
2.  He then offers himself as the only possible solution to our need for a savior 	see especially the “I am” sayings in John’s gospel:  
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.  I am the light of the world.  I am the good shepherd.  I am the true vine.”
		3.  He exposes the Pharisee in each of us
a.  Our inner Pharisee = that part of us that tries to cover up or make up for our fundamental neediness and brokenness through good works and religious behavior. 
b.  The danger of Pharisaism is that we both become prideful and we become enslaved to constantly performing in order to feel God’s approval 
c.  Jesus exposes that whole system by showing that we can never be good enough and invites us instead to put our full trust in his perfect goodness
	
B.  He consistently points out his deep desire to be first in our hearts
1.  He gives a very radical call to discipleship
He demands that he come before our need for future security, our family members, our possessions, and our own desires and ambitions (see Lk 9:58-59, Lk 14:26, Mt 16:24ff, Mt 19:16ff)
2.  The result of this radical call was that many respectable, religious, well-meaning people concluded that he was simply too radical and extreme for them
3.  He exposes the Sadducee in each one of us
a.  Our inner Sadducee = that part of us that wants to have one foot in the faith and one foot in the world.  That part that wants to hold onto all kinds of treasures all at once and simply add Jesus to the list of treasures we cling to.  We think we’re going fine as long as we attend church, read our Bibles, give to God’s causes, etc.
			b.  The danger is we water down Christ’s radical call on our lives
c.  Christ exposes that half-heartedness and instead calls us to a total commitment to him

Conclusion
I.  This New Year, how can you pursue a “pure and simple devotion to Christ?”

II.  How can you abandon the Pharisaical self-salvation project and simply trust Jesus instead?	

III.  How can you abandon the Sadducee project of pursuing many treasures all at once, and pursue Jesus instead?




Discussion Questions

1.  What stood out to you most from Sunday’s passage?

2.  Where do you see a Pharisee lurking inside of your own heart?  How does that play out specifically in your own life?

3.  Where do you see a Sadducee lurking inside your own heart?  How does that play out specifically in your own life?

4.  As you consider pursuing a more “pure and simple devotion to Christ” this next year, what one or two ideas or practices come to the surface for you as ways you want to do that?  
