Luke 1:26-55

Introduction
I.  Nobody wants to be a nobody:  We all want to be legitimate, significant, and successful and we look to things we can point to in our lives to give us that sense of significance

II.  Today we read the story of a nobody who found great worth not in what she did but in what the Mighty God did for her

The Passage
I.  Mary’s Story 
A.  Mary’s insignificance
1.  She is from Nazareth:  an insignificant town (v. 26)
2.  She is an insignificant teenage girl growing up in the midst of the Roman Empire
	3.  Yet when Gabriel encounters her, she is the one who gets the honor (v. 28-29)
B. The significance of her child
	1.  His name will be “Jesus” (v. 31)
		Jesus/Joshua = “The Lord is salvation”
2.  He will be the great messianic king (v. 32)
He is the fulfillment of 2 Samuel 7:16
3.  He will be the Son of God (v. 32 and 35)
4.  Nothing is impossible with God! (v. 37)
C.  Her faithful response (v. 38)
	-She demonstrates a humble faith and submission to God’s plan
D.  Mary and Elizabeth’s meeting (v. 39-45)
	Imagine these two women together, both with miracle babies in their wombs
They are utterly humbled by and joyful in the fact that God would choose them and involve them in his plan of salvation

II.  Mary’s Song
A.  Mary celebrates God’s gracious action with her personally (v. 46-49)
	-v. 48:  God notices all the lowly people like her who others wouldn’t notice
	-v. 49:  The Mighty one has done great things for little, insignificant me
B.  Mary celebrates God’s gracious action in general (v. 50-55)
1.  God is Merciful
		He is merciful to those who fear him and those who are his servants (v. 50 and 54)
		Mercy = pity, compassion for vulnerable, powerless people
2.  God is Subversive:  notice the three reversals in v. 51-53
a.  God scatters the proud (v. 51)
b.  God brings down the powerful (v. 52)
c.  God sends the rich away empty (v. 53)
d.  One possibility why the powerful and rich are grouped in with the proud is because power and wealth so often lead to pride and a sense of self-sufficiency
3.  So, God is merciful to those who realize they are nobodies but he is subversive to those who think they are somebodies
	4.  Why is God subversive like this?
1 Corinthians 1:26-31:  He subverts the world’s power and wisdom so that no one can boast before him
a.  It’s not good for God for mere human beings to boast before him and claim to not need him
	b.  It’s not good for us to boast before God
Pride is the one sin that can most keep us from receiving God’s grace.  So God will shatter our pride as an act of mercy to bring us to experience his grace.

Conclusion
In our desire to be somebody and to point to something in ourselves to make us feel legitimate, valuable and successful, we have the greatest truth of all to validate our lives:  
= The Mighty One has done great things for us.
	= He has looked on our lowly spiritual state, and sent a savior
= We can humbly celebrate that truth in the midst of a culture fiercely pursuing power, wealth, and recognition
= Jeremiah 9:23: “This is what the Lord says: ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.’”


Discussion Questions

1.  Mary’s experience of that first Christmas is very familiar territory for most of us.  What struck you in a fresh way from Sunday’s message?

2.  Discuss Gabriel’s predictions about Mary’s child in v. 31-35.  What do we learn about Jesus from those verses?  What questions do those verses raise for you, if any?

3.  Discuss your reaction to God’s “subversive” actions in v. 51-53.  As those who live in an area where we are in the top 2% of the world’s most wealthy and powerful people, how are we to respond to those verses?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Consider Mary’s theme verse: “The Mighty One has done great things for me.”  How can you celebrate that fact this Christmas season?  Where in your life do you need to be reminded of that truth?
