1 Peter 3:15

I.  Reasons we give for why we are Christians
If we put ourselves in an atheist’s shoes, we will realize there are many reasons we give for why we are Christians that probably are not definitively compelling to them.  
	A.  I’m a Christian because I read a book (Bible) that says Christianity is true
	B.  I’m a Christian because my mom and dad are Christians
	C.  I’m a Christian because I just believe it (faith is a blind leap)
	D.  I’m a Christian because Christianity changed my life (I found joy, purpose, etc.)

II.  The best reason for why we are Christians
	A. = because it is TRUE.  	
		Jn 17:3:  eternal life is knowing “the only true God”
Isa 43:10, 44:6, 45:5:  “I am He.  Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me”
	B.  We need to define “True” in this relativistic age
		1.  Subjective Truth:  “vanilla ice cream is the best ice cream”
		2.  Objective Truth: “my dad is 5’7” and 165 lbs”
		3.  When we say “Christianity is true” we mean true in the objective sense
a.  The correspondence theory of truth:  our beliefs are true if they match up with reality
			b.  The Bible assumes this view of truth
		4.  So, Christianity is true for everyone whether they believe it or not

III.  We must be able to give good reasons for why we believe Christianity is true
	A.  1 Peter 3:15
		1.  The goal:  Be able to make a defense (Greek: “apologia”) of your faith
2.  The context:  An appropriate lifestyle (“in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord,” defend your faith “with gentleness and respect.”)
	B.  2 Corinthians 10:5
Our weapons in this battle are arguments (logical reasons that point to Christianity as the truth) 
	C.  Four key steps in building a case that Christianity is true
		1.  Truth:  Objective truth exists and is knowable
		2.  God exists:  as evidenced in nature, science, psychology, etc.
		3.  God acts:  thus, miracles are possible
		4.  God speaks:  through the Bible

IV.  Christian objections to apologetics
	A.  No one comes to Christ through arguments
		Response:  Read Acts 17:2-4 as an example of that
	B.  It’s the Holy Spirit who saves, not us and our reasoning
Response:  True, but the Holy Spirit can use apologetics as the means by which he saves
	C.  Where’s the room for faith?
Response:  Biblical faith is not a blind leap.  Rather, it is putting your trust in what you have good reason to believe is true

V.  Conclusion
	A.  If Christianity is not true, should we believe it?  Absolutely not (see 1 Cor 15:12-19)
	B.  If Christianity is true, it changes everything




Discussion Questions

1.  What did you find yourself wrestling with or thinking about most as you listened to Sunday’s sermon? 

2.  What was the most helpful take-away from Sunday’s message?

3.  What did you think of the statement made on Sunday that “faith” is not a blind leap but is rather putting your trust in something you have good reason to believe is true?  What is your view of faith and how does it correspond with that definition?

4.  If you were talking with an atheist and wanted to give a compelling argument for the Christian faith, where would you start your conversation?  What main ideas would you want to convey, or what main questions would you want to ask?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  What have been the most compelling reasons to believe in Christianity for you in your own journey of faith?  
