Matthew 4:18-22 and Mathew 28:16-20

Introduction
I.  Today is about Jesus’ strategy for reaching the world (his method of multiplication).  We will look at his first and last words to his disciples in the gospel of Matthew.  

II.  This will tap into the tension we experience between our desire to be a part of an adventure much larger than ourselves and our desire for personal security and comfort.

The Passages
I.  Jesus’ first words to his disciples (Mt 4:18-22)
A.  The command:  “come follow me”
	1.  This is the fundamental command of discipleship
= follow me, walk with me, be with me, go where I go, live life with me, get to know me and learn to live life the way I live life
= this call is comprehensive and involves learning from Jesus in every area of our lives (money, sex, politics, work, community, grace, etc.)
2.  Implied in this command is the necessity of leaving other things behind
		These fisherman left a lot behind to follow Jesus (v. 20, v. 22)
B.  The Promise:  “I will make you fishers of men”
	1.  This is a promise of multiplication in language they would readily understand
= all your life, you have fished for fish, casting out nets and gathering up fish in your boats.  Now you will fish for people, casting out the net of the gospel and gathering them up into the boat of God’s kingdom.
2.  Notice how explicit this promise of multiplication is from the very beginning
Jesus is clear from the beginning that following him will fundamentally be about bringing other people into God’s kingdom/the gospel
3.  Notice that this is not a command but a promise.  The disciples are simply commanded to follow, and Jesus will turn them into people who do this.

II.  Jesus’ last words to his disciples (Mt 28:18-20)
A.  The command:  “Make disciples of all nations”
	1.  There is only one command in the original Greek:  “Make disciples”
A disciple is someone who is following Jesus, so a disciple-maker is simply someone who is encouraging others to follow Jesus. 		
	2.  Jesus mentions three actions involved in making disciples
a.  Going:  whether this is going to other nations or just going out into our lives, we need to go and enter people’s lives and engage them.
b.  Baptizing:  baptism is a symbol of conversion to Christ, so this is about sharing the gospel message with others so that they come to a saving faith in Christ and come into a relationship with our Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)	
c.  Teaching them to obey everything:  discipleship doesn’t end at conversion but it continues our entire lives as we learn to progressively walk in the ways Jesus taught in all areas of life
	3.  “Come follow me” and “Go make disciples”
a.  This is Jesus’ method of multiplication:  he takes ordinary people and calls them into a relationship of trust and obedience to himself, and then he sends them out to invite others into that relationship.
b.  The plan is to make disciples who make disciples who make disciples etc.  
			Inherent in the call to become a disciple is the call to make disciples
4.  Does this call to make disciples apply to us today?  Yes!
		1.  “Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”
One of things he’s commanded is for them to go make more disciples, so that implies that the disciples they make will also be commanded to make more disciples
		2.  “I am with you always even to the end of the age”
This seems to be statement that applies beyond the 12 apostles’ lives to future believers until Christ’s second coming.
3.  We sometimes need a wake-up call to this command to multiply
John Piper:  “Christianity is a converting religion. It is evangelistic. It is persuasive and expansive and missionary. It is not coercive. It does not use the sword, manipulation, or brainwashing. But it does proclaim, and persuade and plead and pray. We need to be reminded of this, because it is incredible how quickly we can forget this.  Little by little our whole orientation can become inward. We can go for months and years and not think about those who perish.  We just go about our in-house religious business like a medical clinic that sees fewer and fewer patients and has more and more staff meetings, until there is nothing left but a smooth running program for the doctors and nurses and their families. That is what happens to many churches.”
B.  The promise:  “All authority has been given to me” and “I am with you always.” 
1.  Jesus now has all authority (v. 18)
This means that we can go out in confidence knowing that he is in control of every situation/context we encounter
	2.  Jesus is with us always (v. 20)
The one who has all power and authority has not left us alone, but he is with us wherever we go with the power to act. 
3.  Taken together, these two promises remind us that it’s not up to us.  It’s up to Jesus.  It’s his message, his power, his presence that changes people.  This frees us up to simply and courageously obey and invite others to follow Jesus, knowing that Jesus can and will work in their lives according to his purposes.

		








Discussion Questions

1.  Matthew 4:18-22 is a very familiar passage.  What struck you most about Jesus’ encounter with the four fishermen this time (it could be something about his words or it could be something about his or their actions)? 

2.  The following statement was made on Sunday:  “Inherent in the call to become a disciple is the call to make disciples.”  Do you agree with that statement?  As you consider that statement and you consider your own life, what things come to mind?

3.  As you consider making disciples in the contexts in which God has placed you, where specifically do you most need to be encouraged by Jesus’ promise that he has authority over everything and that he is with us wherever we go?  Is there a person, a situation, a context, or an emotion you encounter where you need to be reminded of that promise?

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Who has God put in your life and put on your heart lately who you’d like to engage more intentionally in hopes of inviting them into a relationship with Jesus Christ?  What next steps seem best to you at this time?  
