Sharing the Gospel with Our World
Jonah

Introduction
I.  The message of Jonah gets us to ask the question:  do we have God’s heart for the lost?

II.  Jonah reads like one of Jesus’ parables in that it is a story in which the punch line and main point comes right at the end.  

The Passage
I.  Chapter 1
A.  v. 1-3
1. Jonah is a prophet from the region of Galilee in the northern kingdom of Israel in the 8th century B.C. (see 2 Kings 14:25)
2.  Nineveh was the capital city of the Assyrian empire.  The Assyrians were the great enemy of Israel and would later conquer the northern kingdom and take the people into exile.
3.  Jonah flees to Tarshish which is in the opposite direction of Nineveh
B. v. 4-16
Notice how God uses even Jonah’s disobedience to bring a group of pagan sailors to believe in and worship Him

II.  Chapter 2
A.  The great fish actually provides protection for Jonah (an act of mercy)
B.  The great fish provides a time of reflection for Jonah
C.  The great fish provides transportation for Jonah and brings him back to the shore

III.  Chapter 3
A.  v. 1-4
God again gives the call and this time Jonah obeys
B.  v. 5-9 
Jonah’s preaching is miraculously successful (the people, the king and nobles, and even the animals repent)
C.  v. 10
	God has compassion and mercy and does not bring destruction on the city

IV.  Chapter 4
A.  v. 1-4
	Jonah is angry because he did not want God to have compassion on the enemies of Israel
B.  v. 4-8
	God’s object lesson with the vine to show Jonah how self-centered he is
C.  v. 9-11
The punch line of the story where God shows Jonah how different his heart is from God’s heart

V.  The main point of the story
=God reveals the stunning contrast between God’s heart and Jonah’s heart for the lost
A.  God helps Jonah see what’s in his own heart
		= Selfishness:  a concern for his own people, his own interests, comforts
	B.  God helps Jonah see what’s in God’s heart
= Compassion, graciousness, a heart for the lost
	C.  God encourages Jonah to put himself in God’s shows
While Jonah didn’t invest anything in the vine, God did invest a lot in Nineveh:  he created each one of the Ninevites and knew every detail about their lives and knew that they were hopeless without him.
	D.  God invites Jonah to have the same compassionate heart for the lost that He has
Will you leave behind your small, selfish, self-centered heart and embrace my big compassionate heart for lost people, even if they are your enemies?

VI.  This story brings conviction and an invitation
	A.  Conviction
It confronts us and causes us to ask:  Where do we have that same selfish, narrow, self-centered heart that cares more about our own comfort, safety, and desires than it does about lost people coming to know Jesus?
B. Invitation
It invites us into God’s own heart which is full of grace, compassionate, and mercy for lost people
1.  There are many passages that capture God’s heart for the lost (Jn 3:16, Lk 19:20, Lk 15)
			2.  We are invited to see other people with God’s heart of compassion
3.  We are invited to see ourselves with God’s heart of compassion, and to realize that we were once those Ninevites




















Discussion Questions


1.  In what ways do you relate to Jonah?  Specifically, where does a desire for comfort, safety, and your own concerns get in the way of sharing gospel?

2.  Penn Jillette is a committed atheist who once made a comment about Christians who do NOT try to proselytize (share their faith with non-Christians).  What do you think of this quote: “I’ve always said that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at all. If you believe that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going to hell or not getting eternal life, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward—how much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?  I mean, if I believed, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and you didn’t believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I tackle you. And this is more important than that.”

3.  Who is your Nineveh?  Who are the people that are most challenging for you to love and have grace towards?

4.  Where in your life have you seen/experienced God’s heart of compassion and mercy for the lost?

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  As we start this series on outreach, in what specific ways will you be asking God to change or work in your heart?  
