Philippians 4:6-9

Introduction
I.  Peace is very illusive in our society today
	A.  Examples:  Junior Seau’s tragic death, “Prozac Nation”, 
B.  We wallow in prosperity but have a famine for peace

II.  Biblical peace
A.  Peace is the central gift of those who please God and the central quality of the kingdom of God
	B.  Biblical peace is the peace of God, peace with God, and peace that comes from God
	C.  Biblical peace is a gift we receive and a goal we work for

The Passage
I.  Understanding Peace
	A.  Peace is not just the absence of conflict but rather the positive quality of shalom
		1.  Shalom = things set right, things the way they’re supposed to be, equilibrium
2.  Analogy:  an owner’s manual tells you how to be at peace with a product (operating it the way it was supposed to operate)
3.  The opposite of shalom is sin (sin is, therefore, self-punishing since it is living out of balance with the way things are supposed to be)
4.  Peace is its own justification and God’s commands are there to simply point us to peace
	B.  The future vision of peace in the new heavens and new earth
		1.  peace with God
		2.  peace with what God is doing/God’s will
		3.  peace with our own past
		4.  peace with our own body
		5.  peace with one another
		6.  peace with the creation

II.  How to pursue peace (Philippians 4:6-9)
	A.  We are only promised peace “in the midst of” trials rather than peace “from” trials
	B.  Peace like a river (analogy of riding a canoe in a river)
		1.  God’s part is the current of the river
		2.  Our part is the paddle:  we can simply cooperate with what God is doing
	C.  Our part in pursuing God’s peace
		1.  Asking God (v. 6)
a.  Sometimes God answers our specific prayers in the ways we ask for and changes our circumstances to bring peace
b.  Sometimes God answers our prayers in an unexpected way (not what we asked for but, in hindsight, much better than we asked for)
c.  Sometimes God keeps us in a tough situation to produce character qualities such as perseverance or humility
		2.  Be thankful (v. 6)
			a.  Develop eyes to see things we can be thankful for
			b.  Gratitude is something we have to intentionally cultivate
		3.  Consider all the things that are the way they’re supposed to be (v. 8-9)
			a.  And put them into practice
			b.  Don’t just pursue an obedient life, pursue a well-ordered life
1) A merely obedient life can simply be a response to a command, can leave you wondering why you have to obey, and may be dependent on the next command to sustain itself
[bookmark: _GoBack]2)  A well-ordered life is a response to our inherent design, and it is its own reward that creates a positive feedback loop that sustains itself over the long haul


Discussion Questions

1.  Consider Paul’s commands in Philippians 4:6-9.  Which command do you want to pursue most at this time in order to experience God’s peace (e.g. lifting up your concerns in prayer more often, being more intentionally thankful, or more intentionally considering all that is pure, good, praiseworthy, etc.)? 

2.  If you could add another perspective on Biblical peace or another practical tool for experiencing peace other than what was mentioned on Sunday, what would you want to add?

3.  As you consider our future experience of peace in the New Heavens and New Earth, what specific ideas mentioned on Sunday were most compelling, helpful, or intriguing to you?  And how does considering that future peace impact how you live today? 

4.  What did you think about the distinction between living an obedient life and living a well-ordered life?   What issues does that bring to mind for you?
