Mark 14:22-25
Communion is a meal that defines us

A.  Communion is a table of grace and forgiveness
	1.  Passover is the backdrop to communion
Jesus is the Passover lamb whose blood allows God’s wrath to “pass over” us so we experience his grace and forgiveness.  
2.  Jesus demonstrated his own grace and forgiveness towards sinners by eating with notorious sinners and outcasts.

B.  Communion is a family table
	1.  Communion is not just about “me and Jesus”—it’s about “us and Jesus”
2.  Communion calls God’s people together as a family.  The one bread and one cup point to our unity in Christ.
3.  We need to develop an attitude of watching out for each other and asking how we can build each other up.  

C.  Communion is a table of mission
	1.  Jesus’ blood is blood that is “poured out for many” (v. 24)
2.  Jesus had a larger group of people in mind than just the disciples at that communion meal.  He had a plan to save many people who would end up joining that table through faith in his death and resurrection.  
3.  As Christians we want to be considering those who don’t know Jesus, so that we can be a light to them that they might come to faith in Christ and join God’s family.  



Discussion Questions

1.  How has God used communion in your own life?  What have been your most significant experiences celebrating communion, or what have been the most helpful ideas you’ve learned about communion?     

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.  As you consider your own understanding of communion up to this point, have you made communion more of a “Jesus and me” experience or a “Jesus and us” experience?  

3.  How could we celebrate communion in a way that acknowledges the “us” more intentionally?  



