Holy Spirit Series Review

I.  A review of the series
A.  Who the Holy Spirit is
1.  He is “Another Counselor” (Jn 14:16-18; 16:12-15)
		He enters our hearts and shines the spotlight on the first Counselor, Jesus Christ
2.  He is God’s Empowering Presence (Ex 40:34-38; Eph 2:21-22)
		He brings the powerful and personal presence of God into our lives today
B.  What He Does in Our Lives
1.  He gives us new spiritual life (John 3:3-8) 
		When we are spiritually dead, He brings spiritual life so we come to faith in X
2.  He guides us in the truth (John 14:25-27; 16:12-15)
He authors and illuminates Scripture so that we understand and embrace the truth
3.  He assures us that we are God’s beloved children (Ro 8:15-16)
He convinces our hearts that God is our “Abba Father” who loves us and is for us
4.  He assures us that will inherit eternal life (Ro 8:17, 22-25)
He convinces us that, because we are God’s kids, we’re heirs of His eternal riches
5.  He sanctifies us (Gal 5:16-25)
		He produces the fruit of the Spirit so that we become more and more like Christ
6.  He inspires our worship (Eph 5:15-21)
		He fills us with joy, gratitude, celebration and encouragement
7.  He inspires our prayer (Ro 8:26-27; Eph 6:18; Jude 20-21)
		He prompts and guides our prayer, and He helps us pray when we are weak
C.  What He Does in our Relationships
1.  He builds up the church by creating unity (Eph 4:1-6) 
		He takes very diverse people and unifies us into one body through faith in Christ
2.  He builds up the church by creating diversity (1 Cor 12:1-11)
		He gives each of us spiritual gifts so that we use those gifts to build up each other
3.  He empowers us to be Christ’s witnesses in the world (Acts 1:7-8)
He invites us into His mission to save a people for God, and He equips us for that mission

II.  Where do we go from here?
A.  “Let us keep in step with the Spirit” (Gal 5:25)
B.  Four basic postures that help us keep in step with the Spirit
	1.  Dependence
a.  At a core level, every day we must acknowledge: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit” (Zech 4:6).  The Spirit has to do this work in our lives.  
b.  Consider Moses’ desperate plea for God’s Presence to be with him (Ex 33:12, 15-16).  Do we live with that same sense of desperation for God’s Spirit
c.  The danger for us is living lives of independence where we rely on all of our human resources rather than God’s Spirit
2.  Expectation 
a.  We live with a sense of openness and expectation that God will work powerfully and surprisingly in our lives
b.  Paul prays that Christians would experience God’s resurrection power in their lives (Eph 1:17-23)
c.  Do we live with that sense of expectation?  On Sunday mornings?  As we engage non-Christians?
		d.  The danger is that we domesticate the Spirit and expect small things from Him
3.  Obedience
a.  Obedience acknowledges that our dependence is not a passive dependence in which we sit back and do nothing but an active dependence that acts in line with what the Spirit wants to do in our lives
b.  We are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12-13)
= form habits, patterns, disciplines that lead to holy living
c.  Many people complain that they don’t see growth in their lives, but in reality they aren’t taking the practical steps necessary for growth
Analogy:  the Spirit is like a trainer in The Biggest Loser.  He helps us do things we could never do on our own, but we still need to take the steps to get in shape.
		d.  And as we obey we can have confidence that we will receive help from God
Analogy:  like riding a tandem bike with the Spirit in one seat and us in the other seat
4.  Joy
		a.  Spirit-filled people are joyful, happy people
b.  Eph 5:18-21 describes a Spirit-filled life as a joyful, singing, grateful, encouraging life
c.  When we consider all the blessings the Spirit brings into our lives, there is much to be joyful about



Discussion Questions

1.  As you look back on this series on the Holy Spirit, what will be your biggest take-away?  

2.  What major questions do you still have regarding the Holy Spirit?  

3.  Consider the 7 realities the Holy Spirit brings into our lives and the 3 realities he brings into our relationships from the outline above.  Of those, which one are you most aware of experiencing at this time in your life, and which one would you most like to experience more of at this time?  

4.  Consider the four postures related to keeping in step with the Spirit mentioned on Sunday.  Which one do you want to pursue more intentionally at this time, and how specifically can you do that? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  Take time to pray that the Holy Spirit would work in your lives along the lines of what you discussed in questions 3 and 4.  
