1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Introduction
I.  The church is like a human body:  many parts, one body

II.  The church is like an orchestra:  many instruments, one song

The Passage
I.  General observations about spiritual gifts
A.  The list of spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:6-8, 1 Peter 4:11)
B.  This lists are representative, not exhaustive
C.  All believers are called to some of these whether it’s their spiritual gift or not (such as generosity, hospitality, etc.) 
D.  Some of the gifts are natural abilities redeemed by the Spirit and some are particularly miraculous or extraordinary (= sign gifts)
1.  Cessationists believe the sign gifts have ceased and are, therefore, no longer available to the church today
	2.  Continuationists believe sign gifts continue to be active today

II. A definition of Spiritual gifts
	A.  Introductory comments
1.  The word for spiritual gifts is “charisma” and the word for grace is “charis.”  These gifts are an expression of God’s grace.  They are a free gift of the Spirit, that we don’t deserve and can’t earn
2.  The purpose of the gifts is for the strengthening of others’ faith (Ro 1:11-12)
3.  The posture we take in exercising our gifts is dependence on the Lord’s strength and leading (1 Peter 4:10-11)
B.  A definition
A Spiritual gift = an ability freely given by the Spirit that we exercise in dependence on Him for purpose of strengthening others’ faith
	C.  This definition helps distinguish natural abilities from spiritual gifts
D.  This definition also helps us figure out how best to discover our spiritual gifts
a.  Rather than looking inward, we should look outward and find people whose faith needs to be strengthened and do whatever seems best to try to encourage them, and we will discover our gifts in the process. 
b.  John Piper:  “I really believe that the problem of not knowing our spiritual gifts is not a basic problem.  More basic is the problem of not desiring very much to strengthen other people's faith.  So the basic goal is to become the kind of person who wakes up in the morning, thanks God for our great salvation and then says, ‘Lord, I want to strengthen people's faith today. Grant that at the end of this day somebody will be more confident of Your promises and more joyful in Your grace because I crossed his or her path.’"

III.  Main Ideas from 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
A.  Two clear themes
1. Diversity:  “Different” (v. 4-6), to each one (v. 7), lists 9 different gifts
2. Unity:  “same” and “one” (v. 4-6), “same/one (v. 8-9), one and same (v. 11a)
			And the human body is the perfect image of unity and diversity (v. 12-13)
B.  Main idea:  The Spirit gives each one of us different/unique gifts and his purpose is so that the body would be built up in the faith
	C.  Two key implication	
1.  The gifts the Spirit has given you are not for your sake but for our sake
a.  v. 7: for the common good 
b.  This removes any sense of pride or identity we find in our gifts—they didn’t originate with us and they are not for us but for the group
			c.  This brings freedom to use our gifts without finding identity in them
2.  The gifts the Spirit has given you are exactly the ones he wants us to have
a.  v. 11:  he gives to each as he has determined
b.  v. 18:  God has arranged the parts just as he wanted them to be
c.  This removes any sense of insecurity or inferiority we have with our gifts.  We are not to compare our gifts to others, but simply trust that we have the ones the Spirit wants us to have for the sake of the larger body
			
Conclusion
I.  Ask yourself the big picture question:  Why has God brought me to Grace? What gifts does God want to give this body through me?

II.  Ask yourself the practical question:  How can I strengthen people’s faith this week?  What people can I come alongside to encourage, strengthen, and comfort?




Discussion Questions

1.  How did Sunday’s sermon change or add to your perspective on spiritual gifts?    

2.  Where do you find yourself on the issue of whether or not the sign gifts are still active today?  Why do you believe what you believe?

3.  What has been your own relationship with your own spiritual gifts?  Where have you experienced a sense of inferiority or jealousy, or where have you experienced yourself finding your identity in your gifts?   

4.  Consider the people in your small group.  Take a moment to address each person and share what you think his/her spiritual gift is and how you’ve experienced that gift. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  How can Grace do a better job of getting its members to exercise their spiritual gifts more freely and effectively?    
