Ephesians 4:1-6

I.  The Holy Spirit’s role in establishing our unity
A.  The cross of Christ is the historical event that establishes our unity (Eph 2:14-18)
		1.  The cross brings Jew and Gentile together		
2.  The cross abolishes the laws that got in the way of Jew-Gentile fellowship
		3.  The cross put to death the Jew-Gentile hostility
B.  The community created by Jesus is a unified church
1.  God’s people/nation (v. 19)
2.  God’s family (v. 19)
3.  God’s temple (v. 20-21)
4.  Christ’s body (Eph 4:15-16)
C.  The Spirit’s role is to actualize that unity on an ongoing, day-to-day basis
		1.  God’s Family
a.  The Spirit gives us access to God as Father and therefore establishes us as brothers and sisters (Eph 2:18, Rom 8:15-16)
b.  When we become Christians we are justified and “familified”
		2.  God’s Temple
a.  God dwells in his temple by means of his Spirit (v. 22)
b.  In the OT, God dwelt in the physical temple in Jerusalem.  Now he	dwells in and among his people
3.  Christ’s Body 
We are baptized into the body by the Spirit, and we’ve all drunk the same Spirit (1 Cor 12: 12-13)
D.  The ultimate purpose of our unity is to glorify God (Eph 3:10)
The world will see the unity created by a group of diverse individuals who have nothing in common apart from their faith in Christ, and based on the love and unity in that community will realize just how wise and great God really is

II.  Our role in cooperating with the Spirit to maintain that unity
A.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit (Eph 4:3)  
1.  “Keep”:  we are simply called to keep something the Spirit has already established
2.  “Make every effort”:  it requires effort and zeal  
B.  We need certain character qualities to do this (Eph 4:2)
1. Humility 
a.  Realizing that it’s not about me.  The church exists to glorify God and I’m just a small part of that.  I am to humbly play my part. 
b.  Humility is not think less of yourself; it’s simply thinking of yourself less
2. Gentleness
a.  Not weakness but strength under control
		b.  Originally used of the taming/training of horses
3. Patience
= long-tempered (opposite of short-tempered) 
4. Bearing with one another in love
a.  There is a realism here.  We simply need to bear and put up with a lot, realizing that we are all sinful, broken people who make mistakes
b.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer:  “Innumerable times a whole Christian community has broken down because it had sprung from a wish dream. The serious Christian, set down for the first time in a Christian community, is likely to bring with him a very definite idea of what Christian life together should be and to try to realize it. But God’s grace speedily shatters such dreams. Just as surely as God desires to lead us to a knowledge of genuine Christian fellowship, so surely must we be overwhelmed by a great disillusionment with others, with Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with ourselves.”

C.  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God (Eph 4:30)
D.  We need certain character qualities to not grieve the Spirit
	1.  Avoid negative relational qualities (v. 31)
2.  Speak words that build each other up (v. 29)
3.  Be kind, compassionate, and forgiving (v. 32)

Conclusion
I.  As you consider people in the church you have a hard time with, consider this:
1. You are part of the same family, temple, body as them
2. The same Holy Spirit who dwells in you also dwells in them
3. Make every effort to maintain unity with them
4. Pursue the qualities Paul encourages us towards in dependence on the Spirit
= Humility, gentleness, patience, bear with them, words that build them up, kindness, compassion, forgiveness



Discussion Questions

1.  As you consider the images of the church that Paul uses in Ephesians (one people, one family, one temple, one body), which image do you resonate with most and why?  

2.  Read the quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Section II, B, 4 above.  What has your own experience been with being disillusioned or disappointed by the church?  How has God worked through that experience to mature your faith?  

3.  As you consider the qualities Paul encourages us towards in Ephesians 4:2 and 4:32, which one are you most encouraged to pursue in your relationships at this time? (ie. humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with others, speaking words that build up, kindness, compassion, forgiveness)  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  What important issues regarding unity in the church do you think are important that were not raised on Sunday?  
